
Name: Tom Spindler

Class of works: I am writing in support of Class #2 (DVD Region Coding):

Audiovisual works stored on Digital Versatile Disks ("DVDs") that are not

available in Region 1 DVD format and access to which is prevented by

technological measures.

Summary:

Disc name: Laputa, Spirited Away (both films distributed by Intercontinental

Video Limited)


While in Hong Kong, my sister came across several DVDs unavailable in the US

-- several of Hayao Miyazaki's early Studio Ghibli works. Foolishly, she

bought for me the official Disney-sanctioned DVDs instead of the cheaper,

pirated, un-region-coded DVDs. (Intercontinental Video Limited claims on its

web page to be Hong Kong's exclusive distributor of Disney content; the

packaging also included a Mickey Mouse sticker on the front as well as a

Copyright Buena Vista Home Entertainment notice, leading her to feel confident

that she was indeed purchasing legitimate products.) When I tried to play

them, however, I found that they were region-coded for Region 3, making them

completely useless in an unmodified DVD player. I now have several legally

bought DVDs, with material unavailable in the US, produced by a US company,

and they're utterly unplayable. The lesson is clear: Don't buy the official

DVDs -- buy the quasi-legal, non-region-coded DVDs instead.
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