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Monica Byrne went on from the Academy to earn a bachelor's degree in 
biochemistry from Wellesley College. The summer after graduation, she 
earned her private pilot's license. In the fall, she attended MIT and 
studied biogeochemistry, specifically in relation to climate proxies 
in the Eocene epoch. Her Master's thesis studied the climate of high 
Arctic latitudes during this time period, as told through hydrogen and 
carbon isotopes of n-alkanes found in an extremely well-preserved 
lignite sequence on Axel Heiberg Island. During this time, Monica also 
worked as a staff writer for the MIT Tech. 

After graduate school, Monica moved to North Carolina, where she 
worked as a freelance writer. She was published in The 
Internationalist (a global culture magazine), Atomica (an arts 
magazine), and Sightings (a newsletter on religious pluralism). 
Shortly thereafter, she was employed by WUNC in Chapel Hill as a 
founding producer of The Story with Dick Gordon, a new public radio 
show now debuting across the country. After this, she took a fun lab 
job at UNC Hospital doing biochemical research, where she is happily 
pipetting today. 

Monica is also a certified yoga instructor; and performs regularly at 
the Dirty South Improv Theater, where she is a company member. She 
spends most of her time writing, performing, and roasting S'mores over 
the fire on her father's farm.
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