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ABSTRACT. Around the turn-of-the century, mining activities greatly increased sediment accumulation
and metal fluxes in nearshore regions of Lake Superior. In the low-energy environment of Portage Lake,
within the Keweenaw Waterway estuary, sediment accumulation increased 33X, whereas elemental Cu
flux increased 312X. One difficulty in establishing the dispersion of mining discharges is that stamp
sands were derived from local ore deposits, hence few elements are “unique” to the source materials.
One approach is to search for multi-elemental “signatures” in concentration and flux profiles. For exam-
ple, several rare earth elements of the lanthanide series are characteristic of source materials and have
the potential to identify stamp sand material across Lake Superior. Although conditions of variable mass
loading from multiple sources can produce complicating dilution effects in concentration profiles, multi-
variate techniques are capable of deciphering original source signals. Here non-destructive neutron acti-
vation analysis was utilized to construct elemental flux and concentration profiles, then multivariate tech-
niques (Factor Analysis, End-member Analysis) were used to illustrate how partial mass flux signatures
can be assigned to two different types of ore lodes (conglomerate, amygdaloid) and to background (ero-
sional) sedimentation. Temporal patterns were verified through archived company discharge records.
Also exploited were the varve-like deposition of slime clays to independently check 210Pb determinations
under conditions of variable sediment mass flux and to demonstrate constant excess 210Pb delivery to sed-
iments in the presence of massive slime clay loading. The results suggest assumptions of 210Pb dating
may apply under conditions where sediment accumulation is highly variable. 
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INTRODUCTION

Of all the Laurentian Great Lakes, Lake Superior
contains the strongest development of a separate
coastal regime, chemically and biologically distinct
from cooler offshore waters. Erosion of metal-rich
ore bodies around Lake Superior, either through
high-energy shoreline scour or through stream dis-
charge, results in sediments naturally enriched in
Cu, Zn, and other elements relative to concentra-
tions characteristic of the lower Great Lakes
(Mudroch et al. 1988). In addition, turn-of-the-cen-
tury anthropogenic inputs, largely along the shore-

line, greatly accelerated metal transport and cycling
in the basin (Nussman 1965, Kemp et al. 1978,
Kerfoot et al. 1994). Earlier work on sediment
cores from the Keweenaw Waterway region of Lake
Superior revealed extensive varve-like slime clay
layers associated with mining discharges. Realizing
the potential for a high-resolution long-term record
of mining impacts, a combination of laminae counts
and radioisotope dating techniques was employed
to contrast Cu concentration and flux profiles in
Portage Lake (Kerfoot et al. 1994). Evidence was
presented that copper-rich sediments extend east-
ward from the peninsula, along the track of the Ke-
weenaw Current, suggesting the strong current*Corresponding author. E-mail: wkerfoot@mtu.edu
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the crushed rock closely resembled the chemical
composition of naturally outcropping bedrock for-
mations, it also contained locally heavy concentra-
tions of metals, particularly copper, and associated
characteristic minerals. 

Stamp sands were sluiced as water-laden slurries
onto stamp sand piles along lake shorelines and into
coastal waters. The coarse sand fraction ended up
as long-shore bars or beach deposits, subject to fur-
ther reworking by waves and currents. Clay-sized
particles created during the milling process, the so-
called “slime” fraction (Lankton and Hyde 1982),
dispersed much farther than the sands. The amount
of stamp sands delivered to lake sediments largely
depended on 1) the proximity and production of
mills, and 2) the energy of the depositional environ-
ment. In low-energy environments such as the Ke-
weenaw Waterway (Fig. 2),  surficial copper
concentrations are highest near mill sites, and slime
clays from these discharges created artificially lam-
inated lake sediments that preserved a detailed
record of heavy metal discharges (Kerfoot et al.
1994). 

Of the 0.5 Gt of stamp sands deposited around
the Keweenaw Peninsula, over 179 million metric
tons were discharged into Torch Lake (area = 11
km2). These discharges produced 12 m of bottom
clays, as sands and slime clays filled an estimated
20% of the lake volume. In Portage Lake, the de-
posits were much thinner (0.5 to 1.0 m), primarily
because the volume of stamp sands discharged was
much less (34 million tons) and the lake was larger
(42 km2). Along the higher energy coastline sites,
over 80 million metric tons were discharged into
Lake Superior directly (5 large mills at Freda-
Redridge, 45.5 million; two large mills at Gay, 22.6
million; lesser amounts from two smaller mills
north of Baraga). 

One approach for identifying sedimentation of
mining-derived “slime” clay particles is to deter-
mine the rate of delivery of “slime clay” con-
stituents to sediments, i.e., a flux that equals the
product of the mass sedimentation rate and the con-
stituent elemental concentrations. The calculations
produce elemental flux profiles that emphasize
episodes of closely correlated deposition of sus-
pected constitutents. The chief difficulty is that
stamp sands were derived from local ore deposits,
hence few elements are “unique” to the source ma-
terials. Another approach is to search for multi-ele-
mental “signatures” in concentration profiles.
Although conditions of variable mass loading from
multiple sources can produce complicating dilution

dispersed fine particles or dissolved fractions.
Chemical characterization of “slime clays” could
provide a means of tracing the dispersal of fine par-
ticles and the importance of long-shore currents. 

One of the first great North American metal min-
ing rushes, native copper mining on the Keweenaw
Peninsula (Fig. 1), began in the late 1840s, reached
maximum production between 1890 to 1930, and
ended in 1968. During that span, 4.8 billion kg (4.8
million metric tons) of copper were produced, with
peak output at over 122 million kg (122 thousand
metric tons) per year. Between 1850 and 1929, the
Keweenaw district was the second largest producer
of copper in the world. Although mines stretched
for 106 km along the Portage Volcanic Series, over
95% of the total native copper production in the
district came from deposits that extended 23 km
north and 15 km south of Portage Lake in
Houghton County (Babcock and Spiroff 1970). 

As the initial copper lodes played out, industry
shifted to extracting native copper from poorer ore
deposits by crushing the parent rock with mechani-
cal gravity stamps, followed by water-borne gravity
separation techniques (Benedict 1955). Use of
steam-driven stamp mills allowed the processing of
vast volumes of lower grade ore, principally from
amygdaloid basalt and conglomerate lodes (Bene-
dict 1952). The concentration of copper in the par-
ent rock processed at stamp mills ranged between
0.5 and 6.1% of total mass, producing vast amounts
of discarded stamp sands as a byproduct. Whereas

FIG. 1. Relationship between copper production
from native copper mining and population size in
Keweenaw and Houghton Counties, Michigan
(population estimates compiled from Houghton
and Keweenaw County records; copper production
from Wilband 1978). 



Mining Discharges in Nearshore Regions of Lake Superior 699

effects in concentration profiles, multivariate tech-
niques are capable of deciphering original source
signals. 

First the varve-like deposition of slime clays was
examined to independently check 210Pb determina-
tions under conditions of variable sediment mass
flux and to demonstrate constant excess 210Pb de-
livery to sediments in the presence of massive slime
clay loading. Neutron Activation (INAA) tech-
niques, with a few Atomic Absorption Spectropho-
tometry (AAS) checks, determine individual
elemental concentrations. Then distinctive multi-el-
emental signatures of the slime clays were identi-
fied and two separate techniques were utilized for
reconstructing sources. Factor Analysis (Principal
Components Analysis, with Varimax rotation) was
used to characterize multi-elemental flux and con-
centration profile patterns, clustering elements that
coincide with mining discharges from ones that are
influenced by other processes, such as diagenesis.

Finally, a multivariate end-member analysis, based
on multi-elemental source “signatures” from back-
ground sediments and stamp sand samples (con-
glomerate or amygdaloid ore lodes), was used to
reconstruct historical inputs from the two primary
ore lodes and erosion. For verification, ore lode
loading predictions are compared with documented
stamp sand discharge records.

The eventual goal is to characterize the mass and
elemental loadings from mining into the coastal
zone of Lake Superior and to clarify the time course
of processes that influence particle dispersal, disso-
lution, and eventual deep burial of elemental con-
stituents in basins of net accumulation. Hopefully,
the multivariate techniques can be applied to addi-
tional core sites across the eastern basin of Lake
Superior, to quantify the degree that Cu-rich strata
are directly tied to slime clay dispersal from the
shoreline sources or are modified by pelagic disso-
lution and benthic diagenetic processes. 

FIG. 2. The distribution of native copper mines along the Portage Volcanic Series and
the location of large-volume stamp mill operations along the Keweenaw Waterway and
Keweenaw Peninsula. Locations of Torch Lake, Portage Lake, and Point Mills are indi-
cated on the map. Core sites are marked as black squares in Portage Lake (PL #3) and
in Keweenaw Bay (L’anse Bay LB; Off Gay, KB); the Whitefish Bay site is offmap 220
km to the east.
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METHODS AND MATERIALS

Stratigraphic and Radiometric Determination 
of Mass Fluxes

In the fall of 1991, several 60 to 70 cm sediment
cores were taken in Portage Lake from water depths
of 10 to 14 m, using a meter-long 2″ Phleger-type
KB gravity corer. A Lowrance Model X-16 sonar
unit with tape printout helped position the coring
device 3 to 4 meters above sediments prior to re-
lease. Additional cores were taken during the winter
of 1994–5 from Keweenaw Bay, through ice cover,
using the same apparatus. Cores were plugged,
capped, and transported to Portage View Hospital.
At the hospital, they were x-rayed using large and
small cassette formats. The large format featured a
screened scoliosis cassette (60 kVP peak; 6.4 mAS;
DuPont Cronex Quanta III-EG cassette; 14 in. × 36
in. DuPont Cronex 7 film), whereas the small for-
mat featured a screened extremity cassette and a
non-cassette, unscreened format (extremity cas-
sette: 60 kVP; 20 mAS; DuPont Cronex 7 Quanta
Detail-HF cassette; 10 in. × 12 in. DuPont Cronex 7

film; non-cassette: 74 kVP; 1250 mAS; 10 in. × 12
in. Kodak X-Omat TL film). The x-rays disclosed
finely varved laminae (Fig. 3).

Sampling and Lead-210 Analysis

Following counting of varve laminae on X-radi-
ographs, cores were sectioned into 1-cm slices, sub-
sampled for microfossil studies and dried at 90°C
for radiometric and elemental analysis. Portions of
dried, ground sediments were placed in plastic vials
of standardized geometry (Robbins and Edgington
1975) and analyzed for gamma-emitting radionu-
clides (137Cs and 40K) using a high resolution, pla-
nar GE(Li) gamma detector/multichannel analyzer
system. Detector efficiency was checked using sedi-
ments doped with precisely known (1%) amounts of
an NBS-traceable mixed-radionuclide standard so-
lution (Amersham QCY46.1) and counted in the
same standard geometry vials. 137Cs was deter-
mined, from its 661.6 KeV gamma emission, with a
precision generally better than 5% for counting
times of ~1 d. 

One core (PL3 of the original 21-core series) was

FIG. 3. Varve-like clay bands in sediment cores from Portage Lake. The
Portage Lake cores show three primary regions: a lower purple set of bands
derived from about nine early small-volume stamp mills (1855 to 1900), a mid-
dle set of 20 thick pink bands derived from three large-volume mills (#2
Franklin, Centennial, Isle Royale; 1900 to 1920), and a final set of thinner light
grey bands, interrupted by the Great Depression closings, that trace the final
discharges of the Isle Royale Mill. 
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selected for detailed 210Pb and heavy metal analyses
because 1) the sampling site was closest to the origi-
nal deep, central basin of Portage Lake, 2) the core
had the highest deposition rate and well developed
varves, and 3) the 137Cs peak was well-defined
(Kerfoot et al. 1994) and occurred at the time of its
maximum atmospheric fallout based on the analysis
of the excess 210Pb profile in post-mining sediments
above 12 cm depth. Below this level in the previous
paper, varve counting was used exclusively.

The regular varving of sediments in Portage Lake
permitted the conventional assumption of the con-
stancy of the excess 210Pb flux to be tested directly
(Robbins and Harche 1993). In this heavily im-
pacted system, there are numerous processes which
could affect the rate of delivery of excess 210Pb to
sediments, including variable contributions from
watersheds altered by mining activities, enhanced
scavenging of the radionuclide by particles in water
flowing through the Keweenaw Waterway into the
lake and from mine tailings themselves.

Use of the radiolead dating method depends on
the presence of a significant signal of excess 210Pb
above background, where the latter results from in
situ decay of parent 226Ra. Usually background
210Pb is low and can be assumed constant. How-
ever, under conditions of low signal to noise ratios,
highly variable accumulation rates and possible
variations in background 210Pb from mine tailing
sources, both 210Pb and 226Ra must be measured.
For each sample, 4.00 ± 0.01 g of dry sediment
were packed into small counting vials of cylindrical
cross section to a constant height (4.00 ± 0.05 cm).
Fixing both the geometry and mean bulk density of
sediments removed the major sources of variability
in efficiency of gamma counting, as small composi-
tional differences have negligible effect. Samples
were sealed with radium-free epoxy cement and
gamma-emitting progeny allowed to equilibrate
with radium for at least 20 days (five half-lives of
222Rn) prior to counting using an intrinsic well de-
tector/multichannel analyzer system. Three photo-
peaks associated with 214Pb and 214Bi were used
(295, 352 and 609 KeV) to determine a single,
weighted least-squares average value of 226Ra.
210Pb activity was assessed simultaneously using
the 46.5 KeV photopeak. The efficiency of detec-
tion was checked using samples of the same sedi-
ment spiked with a well-determined amount of
NIST standard solution of 226Ra. Uncertainties in
determination of 226Ra were 5% or less. The effi-
ciency for detection of 210Pb was checked from the

same 226Ra spike which had a known amount of
210Pb activity arising from in-growth. The amount
of 210Pb in the standard solution was determined
from an NIST-calibrated 210Pb solution provided by
the US EPA. The limit of detection of 210Pb activity
is about 0.9 dpm/g. Near the top of the core, uncer-
tainties were about 3% but increased to about 20%
in the region of background below about 20 cm
depth. It should be noted that the gamma counting
method yielded total activities of both isotopes.

When isotopic and mass post-depositional redis-
tribution can be neglected, the activity of total
210Pb at the present time is given by

AT = [FT (t) e
– λt + FR (t) (1 – e- λt)] / R(t) (1)

where FT is the total flux of 210Pb (in dpm/cm2/yr)
to sediments at time t in the past, FR is the flux of
226Ra, R is the total mass flux (g/cm2/yr) and λ =
0.6932/22.26 yr. The exponential terms account for
decay of initial 210Pb and its in-growth from ra-
dium. While Eq. 1 is rigorously correct, little mean-
ing can be extracted from the data without
introducing the testable approximation that 1) some
of the 210Pb arrived in fixed association with 226Ra
and 2) that the remainder (excess 210Pb) was deliv-
ered at a constant rate. Thus,

FT (t) = Fo + βFR (t). (2)

A value of β = 1 means that the variable part of the
total 210Pb flux was in secular equilibrium with
226Ra at the time of deposition. Substituting Eq. 2
into Eq. 1 yields

AT = [Foe– λt + FR (t) (1 – (β – 1)e– λt)] / R(t). (3)

Finally defining “excess” 210Pb as AT – AR = AT –
[FR (t) / R(t)], yields

AE = [Fo/R(t) – AR(β – 1)] e– λt. (4)

Because the mass flux is independently measured, t
can be calculated leaving only two undetermined
variables in Eq. 4, Fo and β. A least squares fit to
Equation 4 was used to estimate values for Fo and β. 

Neutron Activation Techniques

Total concentrations of about 28 elements in
dried sediment samples were determined by Instru-
mental Neutron Activation Analysis (INAA; Dams
and Robbins 1970). Small amounts of sample were
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irradiated with neutrons using the Ford Nuclear Re-
actor, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, at fluxes
up to 1013 neutrons/cm2/sec for as much as 20
hours. Standards for calibration, co-irradiated with
samples, included U.S. Geological Survey rock
(Andesite, AGV-1 and Granite, G-2) and National
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) fly
ash (SRM 1633A). The USGS Rock Standards were
used to derive instrument measurement errors for
27 elements, both to measure precision and to esti-
mate accuracy. These determinations augmented
normal Phoenix Laboratory standards. An extensive
table of calibrations is available from the authors on
request.

Precision in the determination of elements was
less than 5% for many elements (Al, Co, Eu, Fe,
Hf, Mn, Na, Sc, Th, Va) and between 5 and 10% for
some (Ca, La, Sm, Tb, Ti, Zn). A few were deter-
mined with a precision of 10 to 15% (Ba, Lu, Nd,
Rb, Ta, Zn) or 15 to 20% (Dy and K). Copper was
detected in mining-influenced sediments with a pre-
cision of 20% or greater, but not detected in pre-
mining samples. INAA generally is not the method
of choice for analyzing ppm concentrations of Cu
as low concentrations are difficult to determine
without high errors. However, the enriched values
of Cu in Portage Lake sediments permitted detec-
tion, except in pre-mining strata. For this reason,
AAS-determined values were used in Portage Lake
pre-mining strata and in Keweenaw Bay cores, ad-
justed by a INAA/AAS least squares regression
from the overlapped portion in the Portage Lake
core (Y = 156.6 + 0.557X, R2 = 0.686). In the
Portage Lake core, INAA values were used directly
for all other calculations that involve post-1845
strata. 

Accuracy in analyses were checked by compar-
ing these analytical results with accepted USGS
Rock Standards. Inaccuracies were generally under
5% with the exception of Dy (23% low), Lu (23%
low) and Zn (10% high). However these latter bi-
ases were within experimental errors in each case. 

Factor Analysis

Factor Analysis (Principle Component Analysis;
PCA) was used to 1) summarize redundant patterns
in elemental profiles for both flux and concentra-
tion, and to 2) cluster similar patterns. The PCA
technique involves a rigid cosine rotation for multi-
variate data and can operate on either the correla-
tion or covariance matrix (Sokal and Rohlf 1982).
SYSTAT version 5.0 (Wilkinson 1989) was used on

the correlation matrix for 28 elements (both flux
and concentration profiles) over 56 cm slices in
core PL3 (year interval 1845–1991). It was rea-
soned that if the stamp rock material remained simi-
lar in general composition, then the delivery rate of
constituent elements to the sediments would show
great autocorrelation. The mining perturbation
could then be distinguished by inputs from various
sources and separated from diagenetic anomalies. 

After PCA on the 24 × 56 correlation matrix, a
Varimax Rotation with the four principal compo-
nents was performed. Scores for each of the four
components were graphed over the 56 sediment
depths, and the three closest score profiles plotted
along with the three end-member mass fluxes in
Figure 11.

Multiple Source (End-member) Analysis:
Conglomerate and Amygdaloid Lode 

Elemental Signatures

Although the long-term goals are to distinguish
mill sources, it was tested if it is possible to distin-
guish between conglomerate and amygdaloid ore
sources within the core clay layers, since certain
mills specialized on conglomerate ores, whereas
others processed only amygdaloid ores. The first
step was to sample existing coastal stamp sand piles
for INAA analysis. Samples were taken from the
original discharge cones by digging 0.5 to 1 m into
exposed faces along beachfront margins. The sam-
ples considered here include the Mohawk and
Wolverine Mill pile off Gay along the shoreline of
Keweenaw Bay (which operated from 1902 to
1923, served the Mohawk and Wolverine mines,
and mined Kearsarge amygdaloid ore; 2 samples),
the Isle Royale pile (1901 to 1947, Isle Royale mill,
Isle Royale amygdaloid; 2 samples) and the
Franklin #2 mill at Point Mills, both along the
shoreline of Portage Lake (1899 to 1918, primarily
Franklin Junior Mine, Boston Location, piles of
processed Allouez conglomerate and Pewabic
amygdaloid; 3 samples; Kerfoot et al. 1994 re-
ported stamp pile 
locations). 

The pile samples were used both to indicate the
elemental composition of discharges from stamp
mill sites and to indicate elemental enrichments in
the small particle fraction (slime fraction) most
likely to be carried the furthest across the lake and
deposited onto bottom sediments. Wet sediments
were sieved through 177 µm mesh Nitex. Portions
(ca. 2 g) of the < 177 µm fraction were resuspended
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with 250 mL of distilled water in 30-cm-tall gradu-
ated cylinders. Particles were allowed to settle for 4
days, sufficient time to allow most particles with
mean diameters of 1 mm or greater, and with as-
sumed densities of 2.6 g/cm3, to settle out accord-
ing to Stoke’s Law. Each supernatant was then
centrifuged for 1 hr at ca. 103 G. The residue was
collected from a sufficient number of tubes (4) to
prepare replicate samples (100 mg dry wt. each) for
INAA analysis. The results from the < 1 um size
fraction were compared to the < 177 µm size frac-
tion by calculating a simple enrichment ratio (con-
centration < 1 µm /concentration < 177 µm).
Copper and zinc were highly enriched in the slime
fraction, followed to lesser degrees by cobalt, ar-
senic, and manganese. Chromium was slightly en-
riched, whereas silver was highly enriched in the
Point Mills sample, but not in others.

Three principal sources of sediment to the coring
site were considered: natural pre-mining material
(background lake sediment) and fines from Point
Mills and Isle Royale stamp sands. The pile sam-
ples came from the two primary rock types, which
were also distinguished by color: conglomerate
(purple) and amygdaloid (dark grey) lodes. Each
source is assumed to contribute a time-varying flux
to sediments designated by Fs(t,k) (with k = 1, 2, 3)
where t is the time before present and k indexes the
sources. If Cs (k,m) is the concentration of the mth
element in the fine fraction at the kth source, then
the total flux of element m to the coring site is

Fs(t,1)Cs(1,m) + Fs(t,2)Cs(2,m) + Fs(t,3)Cs(3,m). (5)

Note it is assumed that Cs(k,m) is not time-depen-
dent. If there are no other sources then this sum
must be equal to the product of the mass flux, F(l),
to the site and the measured concentration of the el-
ement C (l,m) in the lth depth interval which is,

In Eq. 6 the “t” in term Fs (t,k) was replaced with Fs
(l,k), because every level (sediment core section)
corresponds to a time t when the flux from the
source is given by Fs (t,k). Since F(l) is measured in
the present study as well as C(l,m), values of Fs
(l,k) were sought which minimize the weighted
square of the difference between the left hand and
right hand sides of Eq. 6 summed over all elements.
That is, values of Fs (l,k) are found which minimize
for each level l,

where σ(m) is the characteristic uncertainty in the
determination of values of C (l,m) derived from
counting errors. This multiple source analysis
method is thus a modified chi-squared minimization
with an analytic solution. Uncertainties in estimated
source fluxes were calculated by Monte Carlo
methods. To do this, 100 sets of trial values of the
sets of C(l,m) and Cs(k,m) were generated with m =
1, 24, assuming that such values were normally dis-
tributed around each original value with a standard
deviation given by the counting errors. A mean
value was then calculated for 100 sets of the three
optimized source loadings, Fs(k,1), k = 1,3, and the
associated standard deviation was reported as the
uncertainty for each value.

Determination of 
Historical Stamp Sand Discharges

The Copper Country Archives section of the J. R.
Van Pelt Library, Michigan Technological Univer-
sity, retained copies of historical processing records
for many copper mining companies. The archived
records include yearly and occasionally monthly re-
ports of total Cu produced, total amount of rock
mined from various lodes, and total amount of rock
shipped to stamp mill operations. These records al-
lowed reconstruction of the total amount of stamp
rock processed and determination of the fraction
from conglomerate and amygdaloid lodes. Yearly
total stamp sand production for several mills is
given in Kerfoot et al. (1994).

RESULTS

Lead-210 Analysis

The total activity of 210Pb (Fig. 4a) declines from
a maximum of about 30 dpm/g at the surface to lev-
els supported through decay of radium (0.5 to 4.0
dpm/g) at about 20 cm depth. Below 20 cm, 210Pb
and 226Ra are essentially in secular equilibrium as
evidenced by the equality of specific activities. As
expected, the activity of 226Ra is not constant over
the length of the core but varies in response to im-
pacts of mining activities and the multiplicity of
source materials. Over most of the core length, ra-
dium tracks extremely well with potassium (Fig.
4b), as measured by its long-lived radioactive iso-
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tope, 40K (t1/2 = 109 years). Radium diverges from
potassium in the lower 15 cm of the core, in pre-
mining (background) sediments. Since the activities
of 226Ra and 40K vary inversely with total mass flux
(compare Figs. 4a and 4b), it is evident that tailing
slimes are depleted in radium and potassium rela-
tive to background materials and that the slime
clays dilute the activity of these isotopes.

A least squares fit of Eq. 4 to the measured val-
ues of AE yields Fo = 2.62 +/- 0.05 dpm/cm2/yr and
β = 1.0 ± 0.04. The analysis shows that the variable
part of the 210Pb flux is in secular equilibrium with
radium (β = 1.0). The resulting excess 210Pb profile
is in excellent accord with observation (Fig. 5a).
Through the region of variable sedimentation below
3.0 g/cm2 (ca. 20 cm) the model calculation tracks
well with observations.

Given that β = 1, values of Fo may be calculated
from Eq. 4 as

Fo = AER (t) e+ λt (8)

The result is that between 1920 and 1990, the flux
of excess 210Pb to the coring site was time-indepen-
dent within experimental error, despite a several-
fold change in mass flux during the period 
(Fig. 5b). 

Mass Sedimentation

Sediment mass flux (g/cm2/yr) was estimated
down to a depth of 55 cm. Values down to 1850 are
shown in Figure 4a. The presettlement (back-
ground) mass flux at the center of the lake was rela-
tively low, averaging around 0.03 g/cm2/yr.
Sedimentation more than tripled to 0.11 g/cm2/yr
during the early copper mining years (1850 to
1890). Background sediment load increased from
deforestation associated with early mining activities
(see end-member analysis), as period photographs
document barren hillsides around the waterway

FIG. 4. Depth relationships of radionuclide
activity in PL #3: a) specific activity of 210Pb (solid
dots) and 226Ra (open circles) plotted with mass
accumulation rate (MAR), b) 226Ra (solid dots)
and 40K (open circles) activity, showing dilution
effects between 12 to 16 and 18 to 40 cm depth.

FIG. 5. Excess 210Pb activity: a) expected (—)
versus observed ( ��) specific activity of excess
210Pb plotted against depth, and b) excess 210Pb
flux plotted against date for the interval 1920 to
1990, showing time-independence within experi-
mental error.
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(Lankton and Hyde 1982, Lankton 1991). However,
purple clay banding suggests that a substantial bulk
of the increased mass flux came from early stamp
mill operations, especially contributions from
milling the conglomerate lode (contributions of
Franklin #1 Mill). In the early days, mills were lo-
cated near the cities of Houghton and Hancock,
more distant from the center of the lake than later
operations, and processed much less material than
later mills (Kerfoot et al. 1994). 

With the opening of large-volume stamping mills
that discharged directly into the northern and cen-
tral basin of the lake, there was another several-fold
increase in sediment accumulation, principally
coming from discharged mill slime clays. Three
large mills discharged directly into Portage Lake,
mixing slime clays from amygdaloid and conglom-
erate sources to produce a characteristic set of
twenty pink bands. The two large-volume Point
Mills (one processing amygdaloid lode stamp rock,
the other a mixture of amygdaloid and conglomer-
ate lode rock) and the Isle Royale (amygdaloid
only) stamp mills operated simultaneously (Kerfoot
et al. 1994). Mass flux peaked between 1909 and
1917 at 0.99 g/cm2/yr. Sedimentation decreased
dramatically after the Point Mills operations closed
in 1919 and after the last mill, the Isle Royale Mill,
reduced operations in 1920 and finished discharg-
ing in 1947. At present, mass flux has declined to
0.05 g/cm2/yr, slightly above pre-mining values
(0.02 to 0.04 g/cm2/yr, Table 1). 

Elemental Flux and Concentration Profiles

The precise dating allowed assignment of time
horizons to depth strata, and the calculation of de-
tailed flux and concentration profiles for individual
elements (Table 1). The variable mass flux condi-
tions and the temporal variations in source materi-
als make the flux and concentration profiles of trace
elements differ from one another (Figs. 6 and 7). 

High 1900 to 1920 loading is indicated for cal-
cium and sodium, two major mineral constituents of
basalt, rare earth and related elements (europium,
halfnium, and tantalum), and barium (Fig. 6). In the
right panel, copper also follows the basic historic
loading pattern, but cesium and arsenic are conspic-
uously different. The latter two elements have later,
broader peaks. Note that the concentration of ce-
sium refers to the stable element and is essentially
unrelated to 137Cs that originated from nuclear
weapons testing. 

Concentration profiles are illustrated in Figure 7.

Concentration peaks of calcium and sodium are
broader than flux profiles, rare earths show different
timing patterns, and copper remains high up to the
present. Cesium declines in concentration during the
1900 to 1920s sediment pulse, as does arsenic, sug-
gesting strong to moderate dilution effects.

Most flux profiles showed very high correlations.
Many elemental flux profiles are highly correlated
with known bulk loading from stamp sand dis-
charges, simply because stamp sand production and
total mass flux were highly correlated. Pairwise
correlations emphasize the similarities. Within the
1853 to 1989 interval (N = 55 values), ten elements
show correlations above 0.9 (Co, Sc, Fe, Cr, Na,
Mn, Ca, Al, Na, Zn, Lu), ten between 0.8 and 0.9
(Eu, Yb, Ba, Se, Tb, Dy, Hf, Sm, Ce, La), five be-
tween 0.7 and 0.8 (Nd, Ta, Cu, Th, Rb), and one be-
tween 0.6 and 0.7 (K). Many of the highest
correlations are for elements found in basalt, rare
earths, or metals enriched in the lode deposits. A
few exceptions stand out. Correlations for Cs
(0.354) and As (0.326) are noticeably lower.

Enrichment values can be calculated for individ-
ual elemental fluxes, using background values from
the earliest, basal varves (Fig. 8; Table 2). Of all the
elements, copper flux stands out as noticeably ele-
vated, increasing to a maximum 312X above back-
ground values during maximum historic stamp sand
discharges (1900 to 1919) and remaining 18 to 25X
above background in the top five centimeters depth.
Other highly enriched fluxes during stamp sand dis-
charge maxima include Ca (175X), Co (139X), and
Zn (67X). Summary statistics are listed in Table 2.
Division of maximum values by minimum values
emphasizes the fluctuations of Cu (37X), with As
(18X) and Cs (15X) also high. Coefficients of vari-
ation (CV = SD/mean) are high for As (100), Cu
(70) and Ca (59). Because copper is so enriched rel-
ative to zinc, these results suggest that the ratio of
Cu/Zn may provide a valuable index of mining dis-
turbances in sedimentary strata. 

Factor Analysis: Patterns for Flux and
Concentration Profiles

Factor analysis was used to objectively summa-
rize multi-element flux patterns. Unfortunately, flux
profiles were so dominated by the yearly slime clay
discharges, which caused a 33-fold variation in
mass sediment flux downcore, that multivariate
techniques merely underscored the redundancy be-
tween flux profiles. PCA analysis of elemental flux
profiles showed a strong clustering of 26 of the 28
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elemental profiles on the first eigenvector (Fig. 9a).
The first eigenvector explained 86.3% of the vari-
ance, emphasizing the importance of mining im-
pacts to the overall core flux record. Profiles from
only three elements (cesium, arsenic, and potas-
sium) loaded strongly on the second (As 0.876, Cs
0.630) and third eigenvectors (Cs 0.652, K 0.407).
The second and third eigenvectors explained 5.5
and 4.4%, respectively, of the total variance. Com-

ponents from the first five eigenvectors explained
98.5% of the total flux variance. The simplest inter-
pretation of the PCA flux pattern is that the first
vector represents stamp sand discharges, strongly
correlated with mass flux. Loading on the second
and third eigenvectors separated out profiles with
flux maxima later than 1920, and were possibly
sensitive to elements influenced by diagenesis (Mn,
As). 

FIG. 6. Selected flux profiles from the Portage Lake core: calcium, sodium, europium,
hafnium, tantalum, barium, copper, arsenic, and cesium.
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The PCA for concentration profiles revealed a
much wider variety of patterns and a corresponding
spread of eigenvectors (Fig. 9b). The eigenvalue for
the first eigenvector explained 43.8% of the total
variance and the second 28.4%. Component load-
ings declined after the first four factors, as accumu-
lative component loadings on the first five
eigenvectors explained 89.6%. 

An assemblage of rare earths and related ele-
ments (Factor #1), the “Sm group” profiles (Sm,
La, Ce, Tb, Eu, Nd, Hf, Yb, Lu, Ta, Dy, and Th)
load positively on the first eigenvector (close to
1.00). Elements of this group show concentration
peaks around 1900 followed by return to initial
conditions by the 1920s (Sm, Fig. 8). The pattern
suggests the influence of conglomerate lodes from

FIG. 7. Selected concentration profiles from the Portage Lake core: calcium, sodium,
europium, hafnium, tantalum, aluminum, iron, copper, arsenic, zinc, and cesium.
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The temporal pattern for the “Fe group” cluster is
trimodal, with a primary peak slightly after 1900
surrounded by secondary peaks around the 1880s
and 1940s. Factor #2, the Fe group, seems to be
identifying elements characteristic of the amyg-
daloid lode discharges, emphasizing the late
1880–90s shutdown, large mill discharges between
1900 to 1920, and the re-emergence of activity in
the exclusively amygdaloid operations of the Isle
Royale Mill during WWII.

Finally there are “outliers” (As, Mn, Al, Cr, Cu,
Zn, and K). Al (0.779), Cu (0.728), Zn (0.683), Cr
(0.540), Co (0.427), and Th (0.364) load positively
on Factor #3, whereas only Mn (–0.725) and As
(0.456) contribute substantially to Factor #4. Mn
shows noticeable enrichment near surface strata
(Fig. 8). As and Mn also exhibit dilution effects and
load negatively on Factor #2. 

One intriguing possibility, mentioned earlier, is
that the factor loadings begin to separate out source
effects. Factor #1, the Sm group, could be distin-
guishing suites of elements characteristic of the
early mill processing, particularly the conglomerate
lodes. Factor #2 may be influenced more heavily by
amygdaloid lode discharges. Factor #3 could be dis-
tinguishing some components of background sedi-
mentation, whereas Factor #4 might be highlighting
diagenetic effects. The PCA results of 24 elements
× 56 depth matrix produced four principle compo-
nents which were then subjected to a Varimax Rota-
tion (SYSTAT; Wilkinson 1989). Scores for each of
the four components were correlated with corre-
sponding partial mass fluxes from the end-member
analysis and plotted in Figure 11. However, because
of orthogonal constraints on PCA analysis, a better
approach to revealing sources was to conduct a for-
mal end-member analysis, directly utilizing stamp
rock source materials.

INAA Analysis of Tailing Pile Slime Fractions

The general composition of stamp sands was
checked elsewhere by AAS (Kennedy 1970). In
general, as expected from the elemental composi-
tion of basalts, the elements silica, iron, aluminum,
calcium, potassium, sodium, and magnesium are
most abundant in stamp sands. Titanium, copper,
silver, and manganese are also common compo-
nents.

Two representative examples of the seven INAA
analyses of stamp sand pile samples are shown in
Tables 3 and 4, one representing the conglomerate
lode and the other the amygdaloid lode material.

the Franklin Mill discharges, that contributed
greatly to early discharges yet declined during the
early part of the century.

The second eigenvector (Factor #2) contains a
group that shows behavior similar to (Fe, Cr, Na,
Co, Ca, Sc) or opposite from iron (Cs, Ba, Rb), the
“Fe group” profiles (Fig. 9b). Whereas Factor #1
shows few dilution effects, Factor #2 contains “di-
luter” and “diluted” profiles. The first cluster of el-
ements (Fe, Cr, Na, Co, Ca, Sc) is mainly part of
Factor #2 (close to 1.00) with very little of Factor
#1, whereas Cs and, to a lesser extent, Ba and Rb
are also in Factor #2, but negatively loaded (close
to –1.00) with very little admixture of Factor #1.

FIG. 8. Relative flux and concentration profiles
for samarium (Sm) and manganese (Mn). Here
the values are rescaled by background (premi-
ning) values to emphasize enrichment values.
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The average concentrations of 26 elements in both
< 1 µm and < 177 µm fractions for the Point Mills
stamp sand sample (Franklin #2 conglomerate lode)
are given. Notable features are the relatively high
concentrations of barium, cerium, chromium, cop-
per, iron, manganese, titanium, vanadium, and zinc.
Several rare earth elements of the lanthanide series
(cerium, dysprosium, europium, lanthanum,
lutetium, neodymium, samarium, tantalum, ter-
bium, ytterbium) are present in addition to hafnium,
rubidium, scandium, thorium, and vanadium. Ce-
sium (almost exclusively stable 133Cs) is indicated
at modest to low concentrations. 

Enrichment values (relative to background) sug-
gest which elements are likely to be enriched (val-
ues > 1) by discharges of the conglomerate lode
“slime clays” and which are likely to be diluted

(values < 1). Copper stands out among all elements
for its highly enriched values in stamp sands rela-
tive to background sediments (Point Mills conglom-
erate, < 1 µm, 210X; < 177 µm, 62X), followed by
a suite of elements that show modest enrichment (2
to 3X; Na, Zn, Co, Ta, Dy, Ha, Yb), and some that
are noticeably underrepresented (0.8 to 0.2X; Ru,
Mn, As, Cs). 

End-member Analysis

The detailed elemental signatures from INAA re-
vealed that the slime clay fraction of different
stamp sand piles had distinctive ratios of elements,
primarily reflecting the nature of the two major ore
lodes (conglomerate and amygdaloid basalt), differ-
ent from the signature of background sediments
(Fig. 10). For example, when elemental concentra-

TABLE 2. Summary characteristics of elemental concentration and flux profiles at site PL3 in Portage
Lake. Concentrations are totals determined by neutron activation reported in units of µg/g unless other-
wise indicated whereas fluxes are reported in units of µg/cm2/yr. Range of enrichment values (concentra-
tion, flux) given for top five centimeters.

Flux:
Concentration SD/Mean Concentration Peak/ Present/

Element Minimum Maximum Max/Min Mean Std. Dev. (%) Present/Bkgr Bkgr Bkgr

Al (%) 5.49 8.67 1.6 7.00 0.85 12 1.2–1.3 42.4 1.8–2.7
As 5.20 93.00 10.0 21.00 22.00 100 2.7–3.6 33.5 4.1–7.7
Ba 244.00 920.00 3.8 530.00 180.00 35 0.7–1.2 14.7 1.5–2.3
Ca % 0.63 4.90 7.8 2.10 1.20 59 1.3–1.7 174.7 2.5–3.3
Ce 57.00 178.00 3.1 98.00 27.00 28 0.8–0.9 28.8 1.2–1.7
Co 13.60 76.00 5.6 43.50 22.00 50 2.0–2.1 139.2 3.0–4.4
Cr 68.00 200.00 2.9 119.00 36.00 30 1.4–1.4 65.3 2.1–3.1
Cs 0.37 5.50 15.0 2.90 1.60 55 1.0–1.4 6.5 1.8–2.6
Cu* 54.00 1,980.00 37.0 630.00 440.00 70 10.5–12.5 311.8 18.3–24.8
Dy 2.50 13.50 5.4 7.30 2.30 31 0.9–1.2 42.4 1.6–2.3
Eu 1.40 3.50 2.5 2.00 0.41 20 0.8–1.0 39.0 1.3–2.0
Fe % 5.16 12.20 2.4 8.00 2.00 25 1.1–1.3 57.8 1.7–2.5
Hf 4.20 12.80 3.0 6.40 1.70 27 1.0–1.2 42.4 1.5–2.3
K % 0.52 2.89 5.6 1.70 0.53 32 1.0–1.4 29.3 1.4–2.6
La 24.90 84.30 3.4 43.00 13.00 31 0.8–0.9 29.9 1.2–1.8
Lu 390.00 906.00 2.3 560.00 130.00 23 0.8–1.0 33.5 1.3–2.0
Mn 1,300.00 2,750.00 2.1 1,820.00 320.00 17 1.5–1.8 36.6 2.7–3.3
Na % 0.50 1.90 3.7 0.96 0.35 37 1.5–1.5 92.7 2.2–3.3
Nd 18.00 79.00 4.4 44.00 13.00 30 0.6–1.0 30.2 1.1–1.9
Rb 17.40 95.00 5.4 63.00 20.00 31 0.9–1.2 20.5 1.5–2.3
Sc 12.70 37.70 3.0 22.00 7.10 32 1.2–1.3 72.1 1.9–2.8
Sm 6.05 15.70 2.6 8.90 2.00 23 0.8–0.8 30.8 1.2–1.8
Ta 0.67 3.10 4.6 1.10 0.48 42 0.9–1.1 60.8 1.4–2.2
Tb 0.90 2.40 2.6 1.20 0.30 24 0.9–1.0 38.7 1.3–2.0
Th 2.96 20.20 6.8 8.80 2.90 34 0.9–1.0 18.0 1.3–2.0
Yb 2.40 6.20 2.6 3.50 0.80 23 0.9–1.0 37.1 1.3–2.2
Zn 97.00 460.00 4.8 220.00 82.00 37 1.6–2.1 66.6 3.3–4.7
*Determined on acid extracts by atomic adsorption spectrophotometry (AAS).
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site were considered: natural pre-mining material
(background erosional sediment, represented by
premining core strata) and fines from Point Mills
(representing the conglomerate lode, a purple color)
and Isle Royale (representing the amygdaloid lode,
a dark gray color) stamp sands. An end-member
analysis (see Methods) was applied to the Portage
Lake sediment elemental patterns. The partial mass
fluxes for the conglomerate lode, amygdaloid lode,
and background (presettlement sediment) elements
showed three distinctly different temporal se-
quences (Fig. 11a). 

Background mass flux (erosional input) ranged
from 0.03 to 0.04 g/cm2/yr until 1860, then in-
creased exponentially up to maxima of 0.20 to 0.24
g/cm2/yr between 1900 to 1920, followed by a de-
cline and second maximum above 0.20 g/cm2/yr
around World War II. Thereafter background mass
flux fluctuated between 0.06 to 0.10 g/cm2/yr. No-
tice that this analysis does not suggest that the ero-
sional signature returned completely back to
premining fluxes, rather it remained around 0.07 to
0.10 g/cm2/yr. Historically important contributing
factors to accelerated rates would be deforestation
associated with mining, dredging associated with
Keweenaw Waterway construction and mainte-
nance, and possibly shoreline erosion associated
with increased patterns of large ship traffic through
the Keweenaw Waterway during strong mining
years (1900 to 1920; 1941 to 1945).

The conglomerate lode shows a slower start than
the amygdaloid, continual late 1880s increase, fol-
lowed by maxima of 0.3 to 0.5 g/cm2/yr between
1900 and 1920, a severe dip during maximum pro-
duction probably indicative of the 1913 strike, then
an early decline to baseline conditions in the early
1920s. The conglomerate sequence is very consis-
tent with the historic archived record (Fig. 11b). An
early mill, Franklin #1, operated from the 1860s to
1898, whereas the larger Franklin #2 opened in
1898, making an almost continuous transition in
stamp sand production. There was a severe dip dur-
ing maximum production due to the 1913 strike.
After 1920, with the closure of the Franklin #2
Mill, processing of conglomerate shifted entirely to
the shores of Torch Lake, away from Portage Lake
(Kerfoot et al. 1994). Although Torch Lake and
Portage Lake are connected through the Torch Lake
arm of Portage Lake, the restricted conglomerate
signature after 1920 suggests that the slime clay
fraction discharged from Torch Lake mills did not
carry into the central region of Portage Lake. This
aspect was also independently verified by showing

tions from the Point Mills conglomerate lode
(Franklin #2) are divided by elemental concentra-
tions from the Isle Royale amygdaloid lode, certain
elements are highly enriched (Th,Nd,La, Ba, Ce),
whereas others are moderately enriched (Sm, Tb,
Hf, Ta, Yb, Lu, Dy, Eu, Rb). If background concen-
trations are divided by Point Mills conglomerate
values, one element (Cs) is highly enriched. 

Three principal sources of sediment to the coring

FIG. 9. Principal Components Analysis for a)
elemental flux profiles and b) elemental concen-
tration profile patterns. Elemental profile loadings
on factors 1 and 2 are designated by element sym-
bol. The sequence of elements in the large cluster,
top figure, is arranged from top to bottom in stag-
gered fashion.
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that the characteristic purple slime clays of Torch
Lake sediments do not extend very far along the
Torch Lake arm into Portage Lake.

The amygdaloid lode partial flux pattern shows
an early rise to 0.06 g/cm2/yr in the 1880s followed
by a major 1890s fall (Fig. 11a). Mass flux picks up
again around 1889, increases with fluctuation to a
maximum value of 0.76 g/cm2/yr in the late 1910s,
then declines precipitously in the 1920s and 1930s.
Flux increases to a secondary maximum of 0.15
g/cm2/yr during the mid-1940s, then relaxes to a
value between 0.02 and 0.03 g/cm2/yr. 

The amygdaloid mass flux also corresponds
closely to the documented historic record (Fig.
11b). There were several early small mill amyg-

daloid operations in the 1860 to 80s (Pewabic and
Quincy Mills in Hancock; Columbian Mill and
Sheldon/Douglas Isle Royale #1 stamp mill at
Houghton, additional amygdaloidal input from the
Atlantic Mill). These were curtailed by economi-
cally driven mill shutdowns and by the 1890 U.S.
Army Corps restrictions that limited discharges
along the Houghton/Hancock shoreline (Kerfoot et
al. 1994). The larger Isle Royale #2 mill opened at
a different site, closer to Portage Lake, between
1901 and 1947. Stamp discharges from amygdaloid
lodes reached a maximum peak between 1910 and
1920s, due to the combined input of the Isle Royale
and Centennial operations, declined in the Great
Depression, then showed a secondary peak through

TABLE 3. Concentrations of elements and their size-specific enrichment in
the clay fraction of Point Mills stamp sand (spit #1, conglomerate lode). Deter-
minations by Instrumental Neutron Activation Analysis, all in µg/g unless oth-
erwise noted (* only approximate ratios).

< 1 µm < 177 µm Ratio
Element Mean (SD) Mean (SD) Mean (SD)

Aluminum (%) 6.8 (0.3) 6.1 (0.3) 1.1 (0.1)
Arsenic 3.1 (0.5) 1.9 (0.4) 1.7 (0.4)
Barium 474.1 (43.2) 648.1 (44.8) 0.7 (0.1)
Cerium 130.0 (3.4) 104.0 (2.8) 1.3 (0.0)
Cesium (ppb) 695.1 (137.2) 633.1 (172.8) 1.1 (0.4)
Chromium 86.9 (3.6) 83.5 (3.2) 1.0 (0.1)
Cobalt 35.1 (1.0) 21.0 (0.6) 1.7 (0.1)
Copper (%) 1.7 (0.1) 0.5 (0.0) 3.7 (0.2)
Dysprosium 11.6 (1.2) 9.9 (1.0) 1.2 (0.2)
Europium 2.8 (0.1) 2.6 (0.1) 1.1 (0.1)
Hafnium 10.0 (0.5) 11.5 (0.5) 0.9 (0.1)
Iron (%) 7.6 (0.0) 8.6 (0.0) 0.9 (0.1)
Lanthanum 64.8 (2.1) 48.9 (1.4) 1.3 (0.1)
Lutetium (ppb) 702.2 (71.3) 660.4 (66.3) 1.1 (0.2)
Manganese 1,196.8 (26.3) 826.2 (18.4) 1.4 (0.0)
Molybdenum < 3.5 (0.2) < 3.3 (0.2) *1.1 (0.1)
Neodymium 66.0 (6.8) 47.9 (5.8) 1.4 (0.2)
Potassium (%) < 1.0 (0.1) 3.2 (0.5) *.3 (0.1)
Rubidium 66.0 (13.1) 36.7 (10.5) 1.8 (0.6)
Samarium 14.5 (0.7) 12.1 (0.6) 1.2 (0.1)
Scandium 23.1 (0.7) 17.8 (0.6) 1.3 (0.1)
Silver 21.5 (1.0) 7.9 (0.9) 2.7 (0.3)
Sodium (%) 1.8 (0.1) 1.9 (0.1) 0.9 (0.1)
Tantalum 1.7 (0.1) 2.4 (0.1) 0.7 (0.1)
Terbium 1.9 (0.1) 1.6 (0.1) 1.1 (0.1)
Thorium 8.2 (0.2) 7.8 (0.2) 1.0 (0.0)
Titanium 8,593.7 (710.2) 10,932.0 (716.4) 0.8 (0.1)
Uranium 2.8 (0.1) 2.6 (0.1) 1.1 (0.1)
Vanadium 183.3 (6.1) 178.8 (5.9) 1.0 (0.0)
Ytterbium 5.4 (0.3) 5.5 (0.3) 1.0 (0.1)
Zinc 290.0 (16.3) 131.3 (10.2) 2.2 (0.2)
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World War II exclusively from the Isle Royale Mill.
The post-1947 inputs of 0.02 to 0.03 g/cm2/yr prob-
ably derive from shoreline erosion of existing Isle
Royale and Centennial stamp sand piles and yearly
application of Isle Royale stamp sands on local
highways. 

The agreement between lode discharges and
slime clay component loadings seems very good.
The only major differences are 1) the lower values
of slime clays received from the early mill dis-
charges (1860 to 1900), expected because these mill
locations were more distant from the center of
Portage Lake than later mills, and 2) the clean cut-
offs in discharge records, contrasted with the con-
tinual post-mill input of amygdaloid slimes by
shoreline erosion of stamp sand piles and yearly

highway applications. Otherwise, the end-member
analysis provided an excellent reconstruction, em-
phasizing the historical contrast in discharges be-
tween the amygdaloid and conglomerate fractions.

DISCUSSION

Lake sediments are valuble because they archive
continuous records of physical, chemical and biotic
variables before, during, and after perturbations
(Haworth and Lund 1984, DeAngelis 1992). Infor-
mation from flux and concentration profiles com-
plement each other, increasing understanding of
long-term changes in biotic and geological vari-
ables (pollen, Davis 1968, Davis and Deevey 1964,
zooplankton, Kerfoot 1995; elements linked to
basin erosion, Likens and Davis 1975; metals, Rob-

TABLE 4. Concentrations of elements and their size-specific enrichment in
the clay fraction of Isle Royale stamp sand (amygdaloid lode). Determinations
by INAA, all in µg/g unless otherwise noted (* only approximate ratios).

< 1 µm < 177 µm Ratio
Element Mean (SD) Mean (SD) Mean (SD)

Aluminum (%) 8.2 (0.3) 8.1 (0.3) 1.0 (0.1)
Arsenic 12.0 (0.9) 9.1 (0.8) 1.3 (0.2)
Barium 74.3 (34.2) < 122.3 (4.5) *0.6 (0.3)
Cerium 21.6 (1.2) 29.7 (1.3) 0.7 (0.1)
Cesium (ppb) 737.0 (170.5) < 604.2 (19.1) *1.2 (0.3)
Chromium 167.2 (4.7) 151.4 (4.7) 1.1 (0.0)
Cobalt 52.3 (1.5) 41.4 (1.2) 1.3 (0.1)
Copper (%) 0.4 (0.0) 0.1 (0.0) 2.8 (0.7)
Dysprosium 4.3 (0.8) 4.6 (0.9) 0.9 (0.3)
Europium 1.1 (0.1) 1.6 (0.1) 0.7 (0.0)
Hafnium 2.70 (0.3) 2.2 (0.2) 1.2 (0.2)
Iron (%) 7.8 (0.0) 7.5 (0.0) 1.0 (0.0)
Lanthanum 8.8 (0.3) 14.6 (0.4) 0.6 (0.0)
Lutetium (ppb) 256.0 (33.0) 229.3 (26.0) 1.1 (0.2)
Manganese 1,585.6 (34.6) 1,265.9 (27.8) 1.3 (0.0)
Molybdenum < 2.9 (0.2) < 3.0 (0.2) *1.0 (0.1)
Neodymium 6.1 (3.2) 13.3 (3.9) 0.5 (0.3)
Potassium (%) < 1.0 (0.1) 0.7 (0.3) *1.5 (0.6)
Rubidium < 26.6 (1.8) < 26.1 (1.8) *1.0 (0.1)
Samarium 3.4 (0.2) 4.6 (0.2) 0.70 (0.1)
Scandium 25.7 (0.8) 28.3 (0.9) 0.9 (0.0)
Silver 3.3 (0.9) < 3.4 (0.0) *1.0 (0.3)
Sodium (%) 1.7 (0.1) 1.7 (0.1) 1.0 (0.1)
Tantalum 0.5 (0.1) 0.4 (0.1) 1.2 (0.2)
Terbium 0.5 (0.1) 0.6 (0.1) 0.8 (0.1)
Thorium 0.8 (0.1) < 0.5 (0.0) *1.5 (0.2)
Titanium 8,036.9 (691.3) 8,773.4 (671.6) 0.9 (0.1)
Uranium 0.1 (0.1) < 0.3 (0.0) *0.5 (0.3)
Vanadium 209.8 (6.8) 214.9 (6.8) 1.0 (0.0)
Ytterbium 1.9 (0.1) 2.2 (0.1) 0.9 (0.1)
Zinc 372.8 (20.3) 111.3 (10.3) 3.4 (0.4)
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FIG. 10. Differences in the elemental composition of stamp sand and pre-
mining sediment samples: a) elemental concentrations of background Portage
Lake sediment (BG, pre-mining erosion) divided by Point Mills stamp sand
concentrations (PM, conglomerate); same for Point Mills stamp sand divided
by Isle Royale stamp sand elemental concentrations (IR, amygdaloid).

A.

B.
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bins et al. 1989). In the low-energy Keweenaw Wa-
terway region, the slime clay laminations allow re-
construction of detailed flux and concentration
chronologies, approaching the detail from natural
varve deposits (O’Sullivan 1983, Saarnisto 1986).
However, the process of sediment focusing poten-
tially introduces complications (Lehman 1975,
Robbins and Edgington 1975, Davis and Ford 1982,
Davis et al. 1984, Hilton et al. 1986). Fortunately in
this case, radioisotopes and direct observations of

laminae thicknesses also allow estimates of this
process. 

Because the Keweenaw Waterway and Portage
Lake were highly perturbed, at first glance it was
uncertain that 210Pb could be used as a conventional
dating tool. Although bioturbation of sediments
during mill discharges could be ruled out because
of an inhospitable benthic environment and well-
preserved varves, other conditions required to de-
velop a valid chronology might not be met. Most

FIG. 11. Comparison of reconstructed source contributions and historical discharge records: a) PCA
scores (dashed) and end-member analysis (solid) of Portage Lake core #3 plotted as contributions from
three sources: background, conglomerate (Franklin #2; Point Mills), and amygdaloid (Isle Royale); hori-
zontal bars are standard deviations calculated by Monte Carlo methods; b) reconstructed discharge record
for conglomerate and amygdaloid lodes from MTU Archive records. 
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notable is the requirement that the flux of 210Pb to
sediments be constant over time under conditions of
wildly variable mass loadings. Although it was pre-
viously shown that the 210Pb chronology in the
vicinity of the top of the core (upper 10 cm) agreed
with that based on the location of peak radiocesium
(Kerfoot et al. 1994), one important finding of the
present study is the consistency of the excess 210Pb
flux in the presence of major system perturbations.

The inventory (vertically integrated amount) of
210Pb, 80 ± 3 dpm/cm2, exceeds the value expected
from direct cumulative atmospheric deposition
(about 48 dpm/cm2, corresponding to a mean at-
mospheric flux of 1.5 dpm/cm2/yr). However, the
inventory ratio for excess 210Pb of 80/48 = 1.7 is
consistent with that obtained for fallout 137Cs. The
inventory for 137Cs in core PL3 is 36.8 ± 0.4
dpm/cm2 compared to a decay-corrected time inte-
grated rate of radiocesium deposition of 28.5
dpm/cm2. The latter yields an inventory ratio of
36.8/28.5 = 1.3. Since both 210Pb and 137Cs inven-
tory ratios are comparable, the watershed contribu-
tion is likely to be small for both nuclides. Elevated
inventory ratios probably do not reflect additions
from external sources, particularly the watershed,
but reflect horizontal redistribution and focusing of
the nuclides within the lake. This implies that the
inventory ratio is correctly interpreted as a focusing
factor of about 1.3 to 1.7. 

Laminae thickness over the entire Portage Lake
basin allows an independent measure of sediment
focusing. Over the 1900 to 1919 interval, regres-
sions of thickness on distance (km) from the central
basin are highly significant (N = 10, Depth = 12.47
– 1.692X, R2 = 0.675, P < 0.01). Ratios of perime-
ter to central depression thicknesses fall between
2.2 and 1.6, comparable to the above radiometric
estimates of radiotracer focusing. Thus radiotracer
focusing is consistent with yearly sediment deposi-
tion and suggests that 210Pb adsorbed uniformly
onto suspended clay particles. In Portage Lake sedi-
ments, the cycling of certain elements in the
ecosystem was swamped by the physical settling of
particles onto bottom sediments. However, today as
the mass accumulation rate is returning to near
background conditions, fluxes of certain metals
(Cu, Zn, Co, Mn, Fe) and associated elements (As)
remain elevated considerably above background
levels. These very elements were the ones origi-
nally enriched in the clay particle fraction of the
stamp discharges, underscoring their chemical mo-
bility. It is tempting to suggest that prolonged, ac-

celerated cycling in this suite of elements in the re-
gional environment may be chemically and biologi-
cally mediated, through ultraviolet radiation and
redox interactions with dissolved organic matter
(McKnight and Morel 1979, Moffett and Brand
1996, Scully et al. 1996). These intriguing
processes, however, go beyond the scope of the pre-
sent paper, although some specific elements merit
further comment. 

Principle Component Analysis of concentration
profiles helped identify some redox-sensitive (Mn)
and dilution-sensitive elements. Proportional en-
richment of a few elements after 1920 in the sedi-
ment core suggests postdepositional mobility. For
example, enrichment patterns suggest movement of
Mn. The enrichment of Mn and Fe in near-surface
layers of sediment cores is a phenomenon common
in Great Lakes sediments and particularly striking
in low-deposition, deep-water, Lake Superior cores
(McKee et al. 1989a,b; Olivarez et al. 1989; D.
Long, personal communication). Arsenic is also
likely to form pH and redox-gradient concentration
peaks (D. Long, personal communication) and this
property also may account for the peculiar distribu-
tion of As in the Portage Lake sediments. 

Evidence for direct transport and deposition of
the slime clay fraction in Lake Superior is increas-
ing. Recent coring in Keweenaw Bay revealed
slime clay laminae also in L’anse Bay, off Baraga,
suggesting a straightforward extrapolation of
Portage Lake techniques to sheltered bay waters of
Lake Superior. Apparently, although summer waters
circulate in a relatively higher energy environment
than that found in the Keweenaw Waterway, winter
discharges by stamp mills under the extensive ice
cover of Keweenaw Bay formed buried slime clay
laminae at high deposition sites in L’anse Bay and
along the Keweenaw Trough. Preliminary work at
three locations, one of five cores from L’anse Bay
(e.g. LB3-LS95), one at mid-bay (KB LS83) show
elevated Cu profiles (Fig. 12, also see Kerfoot et al.
1999). Most cores show background copper con-
centrations generally fluctuating between 20 and 40
µg/g. Cu increases early, reaches a buried maxi-
mum, then declines in surface strata. Maximum
copper concentrations in the buried maximum are
highest at the southern Keweenaw Bay site (350 to
700 µg/g) and intermediate at mid-bay (230 to 350
µg/g) sites. Preliminary 137Cs dating suggests that
the buried copper maxima coincide with the 1900 to
1930s discharges at the Gay, Michigan, and Mass
Mills along the western shoreline of Keweenaw
Bay. Whitefish Bay and Lake George cores (St.
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Marys discharge of Lake Superior; Robbins and
Kerfoot unpublished) suggest a 10 to 20 year time
lag in the copper pulse, indicative of progressive
counterclockwise movement of mining-derived ma-
terials by nearshore currents, analogous to the same
process uncovered in southern Lake Michigan
(Robbins and Edgington 1975, Eadie and Robbins
1987).

Nussman (1965) and Kemp et al. (1978), early
investigators of Lake Superior sediments, suspected
that postsettlement copper enrichments in sedi-
ments came from several intensively mined regions:
the Keweenaw Peninsula, Thunder Bay, Marathon,
and Sault Ste. Marie areas. Many of the metals and
other elements enriched in present Keweenaw
stamp sand clays and lake sediments (Cu, Zn, As,
Mo, Cd) are also characteristically enriched in pro-
file patterns found across eastern basin nearshore
sediments. For example, profiles for Zn, Mo, and
Cd also are similar to copper (Kemp et al. 1978).
Recent work on 32 short cores from Lake Superior
(Harting et al. 1996, Kerfoot et al. 1999) clearly in-
dicates that Cu profiles and Cu/Zn ratios are consis-
tent with widespread turn-of-the-century dispersal
of slime clay particles along the nearshore coastal
currents of the eastern basin and continued broad-
casting of the Freda/Redridge Mill discharges into
more interior regions by the Keweenaw Current.
The interactions between the historical nearshore

movement of clay-sized “slime” particles and the
more dissolution-dominated environments in off-
shore waters and at offshore sediment-water inter-
faces raises several intriguing questions for future
research. 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The Keweenaw Waterway record is important for
two reasons: 1) the sedimentary record traces the
regional ecosystem impacts of turn-of-the-century
native copper mining almost full cycle, i.e., through
reforestation and the return of mass sedimentation
rates to near-background conditions, and 2) the
strata have remained in place. The historical flux
profiles document the accelerated elemental inputs
into Portage Lake and collectively provide a signa-
ture for the native copper mining perturbation.
INAA techniques “fingerprinted” source materials
distinguishing “slime” clay contributions from two
primary ore loads (conglomerate, amygdaloid),
each transported up to 3 km from more remote dis-
charge sites. Moreover, the historic link between
mining operations, historic perturbations to the
lake, and material transport could be directly veri-
fied through archived production records. 

Whereas factor analysis is routinely applied to
sort out variables, here the application literally tied
fluxes to physical loading factors. Factor analysis
suggested ties with ore loads and background sedi-

FIG. 12. Comparison of copper concentration profiles in Keweenaw Bay (LB-3, KB) and more
eastern sediments (Whitefish Bay, EV11A). Preliminary 137Cs profiles are shown for two of the
locations (KB, EV11A). The latter cores collected courtesy of CCIW and CSS LIMNOS.
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mentation. If anything, the factor loadings did as
good a job of reconstructing early recorded dis-
charge patterns as the end-member analysis. Linear
regressions between the end member mass fluxes
(three characterized source materials) and each fac-
tor score profile showed relatively high correlations
(Point Mills conglomerate 0.84; Isle Royale amyg-
daloid 0.81; background sediment composition
0.63). The elemental composition of ore sources
was sufficiently distinct that a more direct end-
member analysis successfully distinguished inputs
from various ore sources. The multi-element partial
fluxes were verified through archived mill produc-
tion records. 

Thus it was shown that multivariate techniques
hold promise for tracing “signatures” of mining-
discharged particles in high sedimentation regions
of Lake Superior sediments. In the low-energy en-
vironment of Portage Lake, Principal Components
Analysis also helped to highlight “non-conforming”
elements. 
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