Subject: Flight Summary - Flight No. 562 N

Date: 19 January 2007

Flight No.: 562 N

Organization/Experimenter: University of Hawaii / Dr. Peter Gorham
Description of Experiment: The Antarctic Impulse Transient Array (ANITA) instrument is a radio telescope designed to detect ultra-high-energy cosmic ray neutrinos created by collisions between cosmic rays and the cosmic microwave photons. The ANITA instrument will measure electromagnetic impulses from neutrino interactions in the Antarctic ice.  ANITA is the first NASA observatory for neutrinos of any kind.
Launch Site: McMurdo Station, Antarctica

Date/Time Launched: 15 December 2006 / 00:40 Z
Balloon: W 29.47-2X-18

NSBF #:  709
Mil Thickness: 0.8 mil
Balloon Weight: 3,623 lbs

Experiment Weight: 3,975 lbs

Suspended Weight: 5,774 lbs.
Gross Inflation: 10,337 lbs

Free Lift: 10%
Float Altitude:  122.6
Terminate Date/Time:  19 January 2007 / 01:32 Z

Impact Date/Time: 19 January 2007 / 02:09 Z

Impact Location:  84-35.2 S / 022-07.2 W (326 nm northwest of the South Pole)

Total Flight Time:  841.5 hours (35 days, 1 hour, 29 minutes)

Condition of Payload: Very good

Remarks:  The flight was an operational and science success. The Principal Scientist’s preflight minimum success requirements were exceeded. The launch weather was good. The launch run and pin release were smooth. The ascent to float was nominal. The flight covered three and one-half circumnavigations of the continent. The termination and parachute separation were successfully performed from an LC-130 aircraft. The flight crew reported that the payload tipped over on its side after parachute separation, but appears to be in very good condition. Recovery planning will commence after the crew returns to McMurdo Station.

