SOURCE

SURFACE WATER DOMESTIC-COMMERCIAL USE CONSUMPTIVE USE

DISPOSITION

GROUND WATER

PUBLIC SUPPLY INDUSTRIAL-MINING

THERMOELECTRIC

RETURN FLOW

IRRIGATION-LIVESTOCK

131,000 Mgal/d

38.6%

27,800 Mgal/d

8.2%

39,100 Mgal/d

11.5%

38,500 Mgal/d

94,000 Mgal/d

27.8%

245,000 Mgal/d

72.2%

141,000 Mgal/d

41.7%

259,000 Mgal/d

76.5%

79,400 Mgal/d

23.5%

Figure 7. Source, use, and disposition of freshwater in the United States, 1990. For each water-use category, this diagram shows the relative proportion of water source and disposition and the general distribution of water from source to disposition. The lines and arrows indicate the distribution of water from source to disposition for each category; for example, surface water was 76.5 percent of total freshwater withdrawn, and going from “Source” to “Use” columns, the line from the surface-water block to the domestic and commercial block indicates that 0.6 percent of all surface water withdrawn was the source for 4.1 percent of total water (self-supplied withdrawals, public-supply deliveries) for domestic and commercial purposes. In addition, going from the “Use” to “Disposition” columns, the line from the domestic and commercial block to the consumptive use block indicates that 17.3 percent of the water for domestic and commercial purposes was consumptive use; this represents 7.2 percent of total consumptive use by all water-use categories.

0.6% 6.4%

86.3%

33.7%

50.2%

60.9%

39.1%

0.2%

7.2%

59.8%

13.5% 18.7%

4.1%

85.2%

10.7%

4.8% 3.7%

84.3%

21.5%

52.0%

9.5%

13.2%

25.3%

19.0%

38.1%

43.8%

61.9%

56.2%

0.4%

0.1%

99.5% 97.3%

2.7%

5.2% 7.5%

0.7%

67.6%

9.1%

17.3%

82.7%

83.9%

16.1%