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Regional Initiatives: Southern Africa
Program to Assist Victims of Torture
Implementing Partner: Inter-African Network for Human Rights and Development

(Afronet), a host organization for the Southern Africa Human Rights NGO Network (SAHRINGON)

Funding Period: Two years

Amount: $500,000

Purpose: Strengthen the capacity of selected human rights nongovernmental organizations in the region to monitor, document, and advocate against torture and violence.

Objectives
· Strengthen support Strengthen support mechanisms and networks within communities affected by torture.
· Equip selected human rights organizations with skills for monitoring, reporting, and documenting incidences of torture and violence.
· Raise public awareness about and enhance advocacy to prevent torture and state-sponsored violence.
· Advocate for ratification, compliance, and implementation of international human rights instruments such as the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT, 1984). 
Despite the formal commitments made by Southern African Development Community (SADC) member states to protect and promote human rights at national, regional,

and international levels, gross violations continue in the region. Human rights activists have identified police brutality, torture, and inhuman treatment that is cruel and degrading. Most of the abuses have gone unpunished or have been covered up by the institutions responsible. Documented case studies include beatings, shock treatment, and extrajudicial killings. Victims of such torture and police brutality often experience difficulties trying to access the justice system, and court cases are seldom brought to closure.

In 1996, southern African human rights organizations agreed to form a regional network, SAHRINGON. SAHRINGON now operates as a project of Afronet. A key objective of the network is strengthening the capacities of member organizations through training and

information exchanges. SAHRINGON also undertakes regional advocacy and lobbying on key human rights issues. Through a grant from VTF, USAID will assist SAHRINGON in strengthening the capacity of its members to effectively monitor, document, and advocate against incidences of torture and violence in the region. Additionally, SAHRINGON will advocate for ratification, compliance, and implementation of international human rights instruments, as well as support information dissemination, including publications and electronic networking.
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