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3 Dear Ms. Roadifer, 
 
 I am writing to express my concerns about wildlife populations under the preferred alternative of the Draft Resource 
Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Pinedale Resource Area. 
 
 A number of scientific studies have been conducted on the impacts of oil and gas development on big game species and 
sage grouse. These studies have documented disturbing declines in populations within and adjacent to oil and gas fields 
of less density than those proposed for the Pinedale Resource Area. Additionally, they have suggested a number of 
protective measures, such as restricting oil and gas development within 3km of a sage grouse lek and protective 
measures for big game species that take into account all human activity across the entire project area. Instead of 
heeding these recommendations, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has chosen to go in the opposite direction, 
proposing to remove seasonal drilling restrictions and provide no buffer around sage grouse leks in some areas. I believe 
that seasonal drilling restrictions should not be relaxed for oil and gas drilling activities and that the BLM must heed the 
recommendations of wildlife experts regarding protective measures. 
 
 I also believe that in most circumstances the technology is available to protect wildlife populations while allowing drilling 
to occur in nearly all areas. New approaches, such as directional drilling and phased development, have been proposed 
in other BLM management plans and should be maximized in the Pinedale Resource Area to protect wildlife species. 
 
 Finally, although the BLM proposes to limit development in some areas, there are too many loopholes in the plan that 
could allow intensive development on key wildlife habitat and minimize wildlife protections. 
 
 In conclusion, I believe the needs of our wildlife need to be fully addressed and recreational opportunities recognized 
before more energy development occurs, not as an afterthought. Oil and gas development should not be able to 
supersede all other resource uses. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this draft plan. 
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