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“The ship is making water fast. We
have turned around
and headed for
Milwaukee.
Pumps are work-
ing but sea gate is
bent in and can’t
keep the water out.
Flicker is flooded.
Seas are tremen-
dous. Things look
bad. Crew roll is
about the same as
last payday.”

[Signed] A.R. Sadon,
Purser

Purser A. Richard Sadon’s
final written words haunt-
ingly describe the tragic
end to the Lake Michigan railroad car ferry Milwaukee. On
the night of October 22, 1929, shortly after the 350-foot
car ferry Milwaukee departed its namesake city with a
load of railroad cars bound for Grand Haven on
Michigan’s western shoreline, the ship sank in a storm.
Captain Robert ìHeavy Weatherî McKay, Sadon, and the
crew of approximately 46, all died either from drowning
or exposure in the frigid waters. 

Captain McKay, Sadon, and the Milwaukee’s crew rou-
tinely crossed Lake Michigan’s treacherous waters. Car fer-
ries daily hauled loaded railroad cars back and forth across
the lake to avoid the long roundabout rail trip along its
southern shoreline. This night, however, turned disastrous as
a series of events, alluded to in Sadon’s handwritten note,
spelled catastrophe for the ship and its crew.

Sadon, the
Milwaukee’s 38-year-old
purser, placed the note
in a water-tight message
case shortly before the
ship plunged beneath the
heavy waves. The mes-
sage said that the

Milwaukee was taking on
water at an alarming rate
through the vessel’s bent
sea gate. The sea gate was a
single gate on the ship’s stern
that while in port, could be
raised or lowered to allow rail-
road cars to roll onto, and off
of, the ferry. The gate was
closed during runs across the
lake, and while not water tight,
prevented waves from breaking
over the ship’s car deck. Sadon’s
note also mentions that the flicker,
or the crew quarters below deck,
was flooded.

The damaged and battered
case washed ashore several days later and

was discovered on October 27, near Saugatuck,
Michigan, by a crew member from a nearby U. S. Coast
Guard Station. The tragic note subsequently became an
exhibit in an admiralty court case heard in the U. S.
District Court in Milwaukee regarding liability for the
ship’s loss. The records, from Record Group 21, Records of
District Courts of the United States, are available for
review at the National Archives and Records
Administration-Great Lakes Region, Chicago.
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Discharged from the U.S. Navy
Seebees just three weeks ear-
lier, Joseph Hickey drives his
newly purchased 2-ton cargo
truck away from a surplus

property sale held in
February 1946. 

LLaagguunnaa NNiigguueell 949-360-2641
laguna.archives@nara.gov

SSaann BBrruunnoo 650-238-3501
sanbruno.archives@nara.gov

SSeeaattttllee 206-336-5115
seattle.archives@nara.gov

AAnncchhoorraaggee 907-261-7800 
alaska.archives@nara.gov

NARA’s Pacific 
Region 

NARA’s Pacific 
Alaska Region

NARA’s Rocky 
Mountain Region 
DDeennvveerr 303-407-5740
denver.archives@nara.gov

Seattle, WA

HHiiddddeenn TTrreeaassuurreess 

ooff tthhee NNaattiioonnaall AArrcchhiivveess

Workshop/General Public

206-336-5115

Seattle, WA

PPiiccttuurriinngg tthhee CCeennttuurryy

TTeeaacchheerr WWoorrkksshhoopp

Workshop/K-12 Teachers

206 336-5115

Juneau, AK
MMuusseeuummss
AAllaasskkaa//AAllaasskkaa
HHiissttoorriiccaall SSoocciieettyy
CCoonnffeerreennccee
Information Booth
Archival and Allied
Professionals 
907-261-7800

Seattle, WA
AArrcchhiivveess FFaaiirr
Information Booth
Graduate Students
206-336-5115

San Rafael, CA
AAnnnnuuaall CCaalliiffrroonniiaa
IInnddiiaann ccoonnffeerreennccee
Information Booth
General Public
650-238-3478

Chico, CA
CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa SSttaattee
UUnniivveerrssiittyy HHiissttoorryy CClluubb
Lecture/Gerneral Public
650-238-3478 San Jose, CA

CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa CCoouunncciill ffoorr
tthhee PPrroommoottiioonn ooff
HHiissttoorryy
Information Booth
General Public
650-238-3478

Oakland, CA
AAmmeerriiccaann SSttuuddiieess

AAssssoocciiaattiioonn AAnnnnuuaall

ccoonnffeerreennccee
Information Booth

Academicians

650-238-3478

Seattle, WA
BBrriicckk WWaallll
DDiissccuussssiioonn
Workshop
Genealogists
206-336-5115

Seattle, WA
PPaannddeemmiicc FFlluu
SSeemmiinnaarr
Information Booth

/Federal Agencies

206-336-5115

Boise, ID

IIDD HHiissttoorryy EEdduuccaattoorrss

CCoonnffeerreennccee

Conference/K-12 Teachers

206-336-5115

Denver, CO

HHiissppaanniicc GGeenneeaallooggyy UUssiinngg

NNAARRAA HHoollddiinnggss

Workshop/Genealogists

303-407-5749

Seattle, WA

SSccaannddiinnaavviiaannss iinn tthhee

PPaacciiffiicc NNoorrtthhwweesstt

Workshop/General Public

206-336-5115

Juneau, AK
MMuusseeuummss AAllaasskkaa//
AAllaasskkaa HHiissttoorriiccaall 
SSoocciieettyy CCoonnffeerreennccee
Lecture/Archival 
and Allied 
Professionals
907-261-7800

Denver CO
BBllaacckk GGeenneeaallooggyy
AAnnnnuuaall HHeerriittaaggee
FFeessttiivvaall
Other/General Public
303-407-5749

Laguna Niguel, CA
AArrcchhiivveess MMoonntthh 
OOppeenn HHoouussee
Open House/General Public
949-360-3426

Seattle, WA
22000066 AArrcchhiivveess WWeeeekk
Other/General Public
206-336-5115
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Lancaster, CA Lesser-Known Resources for Genealogical ResearchLecture/General Public949-360-2641

Boulder, CO.HHiissttoorryy DDaayy TTeeaacchheerrss WWoorrkksshhooppSymposium/K-12 Teachers303-407-5740
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Denver, CO
AArrvvaaddaa FFaammiillyy HHiissttoorryy FFaaiirrInformation Booth/General Public303-407-5740

Laguna Niguel, CAAAnn OOuunnccee ooff PPrreevveennttiioonnLecture/Archival and Allied Professionals949-360-3426

Seattle, WA
UUssiinngg FFeeddeerraall LLaanndd RReeccoorrddssWorkshop/General Public/206-336-5115

Seattle, WA
UUssiinngg tthhee CCeennssuuss ffoorr FFaammiillyy aanndd CCoommmmuunniittyy HHiissttoorryyWorkshop/General Public/206-336-5115

17 18

EExxhhiibbiittss::
PPaacciiffiicc AAllaasskkaa
RReeggiioonn
SSeeaattttllee,, WWAA
Picturing the
Century 

NARA 
WestCoast
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CCoolluummbbuuss DDaayy
All NARA Facilities
Closed

Boulder, CO.
OOrraall HHiissttoorryy
IInntteerrvviieewwiinngg//GGeenneeaallooggii--
ccaall RReesseeaarrcchh UUssiinngg CCeenn--
ssuuss RReeccoorrddss//NNoonn--CCeennssuuss
RReesseeaarrcchh aatt NNAARRAA’’ss
RRoocckkyy MMoouunnttaaiinn RReeggiioonn
Workshops
General Public
303-407-5749

Denver, CO.
IImmmmiiggrraattiioonn aanndd
PPaasssseennggeerr LLiissttss aatt NNAARRAA
Workshops
General Public
303-407-5749

DDoocckkeett EEnnttrryy ffoorr ccaassee aaggaaiinnsstt BBiillllyy tthhee KKiidd

RG 21, NARA’s Rocky Mountain Region



NARA’s Northeast Region 
PPiittttssffiieelldd 413-236-3600 
pittsfield.archives@nara.gov

BBoossttoonn 866-406-2379
waltham.archives@nara.gov

NNeeww YYoorrkk 866-840-1752
newyork.archives@nara.gov

NARA’s Mid-Atlantic
Region 
PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa 215-606-0100 
philadelphia.archives@nara.gov

NARA’s Southeast Region 
MMoorrrrooww 770-968-2100
atlanta.archives@nara.gov

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

29 30 31

NARA
EastCoast
October2006

22 23 24 25 26 28

New York NY 
FFeeddeerraall HHaallll
RReeddeeddiiccaattiioonnPPrreevviieeww
Information Booth
General Public
215-606-0112

Philadelphia, PA 
FFiirrsstt FFrriiddaayy
GGeenneeaallooggyy OOppeenn
HHoouussee
215-606-0112

Philadelphia, PA 
IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn ttoo
tthhee NNaattiioonnaall
AArrcchhiivveess
Workshop
Genealogists
215-606-0112

Pittsfield, MA
UUssiinngg FFeeddeerraall CCeennssuuss
RReeccoorrddss
Workshop/Genealogists
413-236-3600

New York City, NY
LLbbrraarriieess aanndd LLooccaall
GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt RReeccoorrddss
Lecture
General Public
866-840-1752

New York City, NY
IImmmmiiggrraanntt 
RReesseeaarrcchh DDaayy!! 
HHaannddss oonn ggeenneeaallooggii--
ccaall aassssiissttaannccee
Workshop
General Public
866-840-1752

New York NY 
FFeeddeerraall HHaallll
RReeddeeddiiccaattiioonn
PPrreevviieeww
Information Booth
General Public
215-606-0112

Scranton, PA
FFaammiillyy HHiissttoorryy
CCoonnffeerreennccee
Workshop/Genealogists

215-606-0112

Morrow, GA
GGeeoorrggiiaa GGeenneeaallooggiiccaall

SSoocciieettyy
Conference/Genealogists

770-968-2555

Pittsfield, MA
BBeeggiinnnniinngg YYoouurr 
RReesseeaarrcchh aatt NNAARRAA
WorkshopGenealogists
413-236-3600

Waltham, MA
LLooccaall HHiissttoorryy iinn
FFeeddeerraall RReeccoorrddss
Lecture/Genealogists
866-406-2379

CCoolluummbbuuss DDaayy
All NARA Facilities Closed

Morrow, GA
BBaarrnneess && NNoobbllee TTeeaacchheerrAApppprreecciiaattiioonn DDaayy
Information Booth
K-12 Teachers
770-968-2555

Waltham,MA
CCeennssuuss,, NNaattuurraalliizzaattiioonn,,&& PPaasssseennggeerr LLiissttss
Lecture/Teachers
866-406-2379

Philadelphia, PA
EExxpplloorriinngg tthhee CCeennssuuss
Workshop
Genealogists
215-606-0112

Pittsfield, MA 
UUssiinngg FFeeddeerraall 
MMiilliittaarryy RReeccoorrddss
Workshop/Genealogists
413-236-3600

Pittsfield, MA
FFiinnddiinngg YYoouurr IImmmmiiggrraanntt
AAnncceessttoorr aatt NNAARRAA
Workshop/Genealogists
413-236-3600

New York City, NY
IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn ttoo
AArrcchhvviiaall RReesseeaarrcchh
Workshop/K-12 Teachers
866-840-1752

Pittsfield, MA
GGuueesstt LLeeccttuurreerr:: 
SStteevvee MMoorrssee
Lecture
Genealogists
413-236-3604

CobsCob Library, CT
IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn ttoo
NNAARRAA’’ss IImmmmiiggrraattiioonn
RReessoouurrcceess
Lecture
Genealogists
866-840-1752

Murfreesboro, TN
TTeennnneesssseeee CCoouunncciill
ffoorr HHiissttoorryy EEdduuccaattiioonn
Lecture
K-12 Teachers
770-968-2555

Morrow, GA
GGeeoorrggiiaa CCoouunncciill 
ffoorr tthhee SSoocciiaall SSttuuddiieess
Conference/K-12
Teachers
770-968-2555

Ellis Island, NY
TTrraacciinngg YYoouurr
IImmmmiiggrraanntt AAnncceessttoorr
Lecture/General Public
866-840-1752

Saratoga, NY
HHeerriittaaggee HHuunntteerrss
AAnnnnuuaall MMeeeettiinngg
Conference
Genealogists
413-236-3604
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EExxhhiibbiittss::
MMiidd--AAttllaannttiicc RReeggiioonn 
PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa,, PPAA
Education in Black & White

Around the World With 
the UUSSSS OOllyymmppiiaa

CCllaassssrroooomm,, cc.. 11995511

EExxhhiibbiittss::
NNeeww YYoorrkk,, NNYY
From NARA’s Holdings: 
New York Photographs

MMoorrrrooww,, GGAA
Firsthand History: A Preview
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Citation: RG 142, NARA’s Southeast Region.
TTVVAA PPhhoottooggrraapphh

New York NY 
FFeeddeerraall HHaallll RReeddeeddiiccaattiioonn
PPrreevviieeww
Information Booth
General Public
215-606-0112

7

New York NY 
FFeeddeerraall HHaallll
RReeddeeddiiccaattiioonnPPrreevviieeww
Information Booth
General Public
215-606-0112

Archives 
Week
1100//88--1100//1155



Itasca, IL
IImmppoorrttaanntt bbuutt

OOvveerrllooookkeedd SSoouurrcceess

Lecture
Genealogists
217-789-1968

Independence, MO

NNaattuurraalliizzaattiioonn RReeccoorrddss

Lecture/Genealogists

816-268-8012

Fort Worth, TX
IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn ttoo tthhee

AArrcchhiivveess SSoouutthhwweesstt

RReeggiioonn
Open House and Tour

K-12 Teachers

Wichita, KS
CCoonnnneeccttiinngg wwiitthh tthhee
NNaattiioonnaall AArrcchhiivveess
Lecture
K-12 Teachers
816-268-8012

Kansas City, MO
IInnddiiaann TTrriibbeess IInn aanndd
TThhrroouugghh AAllaabbaammaa
Lecture
General Public
816-268-8014

Lee’s Summit, MO
CCaann YYoouurr HHeeiirrss FFoollllooww iinn
YYoouurr FFoooottsstteeppss??
Lecture
Genealogists
816-268-8014

Fort Worth, TX
PPrriimmaarryy SSoouurrcceess::
HHiissttoorriiccaall PPooiinnttss ooff
RReeffeerreennccee
Conference
K-12 Teachers

Kansis City, MO
IInntteerrnneett aanndd tthhee
GGeenneeaallooggiisstt
Lecture
Genealogists
816-268-8072

Fort Worth, TX
RReeggiioonnaall IInn--DDeepptthh
GGeenneeaallooggiiccaall SSttuuddiieess
AAlllliiaannccee
Workshop
Genealogists

CCoolluummbbuuss DDaayy
All NARA Facilities
Closed

Chicago, Il
CChhiiccaaggoo AArreeaa
MMeeddiiccaall AArrcchhiivviissttss
AAnnnnuuaall SSyymmppoossiiuumm
Symposium
Archival and Allied 
847-825-5586

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

NARA’s Great Lakes Region 
CChhiiccaaggoo 773-948-9001
chicago.archives@nara.gov

NARA’s 
Central Plains Region
KKaannssaass CCiittyy 816-268-8000 
kansascity.archives@nara.gov

NARA’s National Personnel
Records Center (NPRC)
AArrcchhiivvaall PPrrooggrraammss DDiivviissiioonn
SStt.. LLoouuiiss 314-801-0850

NARA’s Southwest Region
FFoorrtt WWoorrtthh 817-831-5620 
ftworth.archives@nara.gov
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NARA
Midwest
October2006

Gladstone, MO
TTiippss ffoorr SSuucccceessssffuull
CCeemmeetteerryy RReesseeaarrcchh
Lecture
Genealogists
816-268-8014

Lee’s Summit, MO
GGeenneeaallooggiiccaall
RReessoouurrcceess iinn tthhee
KKaannssaass CCiittyy AArreeaa
Lecture
Genealogists
816-268-8014

Kansas City, MO
VViissiittiinngg NNAARRAA iinn 
YYoouurr JJaammmmiieess
Lecture
Genealogists
816-268-8072

Forth Worth, TX
TTeexxaass SSttaattee
GGeenneeaallooggiiccaall SSoocciieettyy
CCoonnffeerreennccee
Information Booth
Genealogists
903.885.3523

EExxhhiibbiitt
GGrreeaatt LLaakkeess RReeggiioonn
CChhiiccaaggoo,, IIll
A National Resource in
a Local Setting

JJeeffffeerrssoonn BBaarrrraacckkss,, MMOO
Battle of the Bulge
(runs through 
October 29)

Lee’s Summit, MO
CCaann YYoouurr HHeeiirrss 
FFoollllooww iinn YYoouurr FFoooottsstteeppss??
Lecture/Genealogists
816-268-8012
816-268-8016

St. Louis, MO
WWeesstteerrnn HHiissttoorryy
AAssssoocciiaattiioonn AAnnnnuuaall
MMeeeettiinngg
Information
Booth/Academicians
505-277-5234

Thompson, MI
DDeeddiiccaattiioonn ooff 
CChhrriissttmmaass TTrreeee SShhiipp
HHiissttoorriiccaall MMaarrkkeerr
Opening/Dedication
General Public/
906-341-6338

High Ridge, MO
FFaammiillyy HHiissttoorryy FFaaiirr
Information Booth 
Genealogist
314-801-9132

14

21

1 1

EExxhhiibbiitt
CChhiiccaaggoo,, IIllll..
Surveys of Indian Industry

NNRRDDAA
Christmas Tree Ship

23 24 25 26 

30 31
AAllpphhoonnssee CCaappoonnee
GGuulliittyy VVeerrddiicctt
Citation: RG 21, NARA’s Great
Lakes Region

PPuubblliicciizziinngg VViieettnnaamm
WWaarr PPrrootteessttss,, 11996666
Citation: RG 21, NARA’s
Centeral Plains Region


