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BUDGET BREAKS HEALTH CARE DELIVERY


WASHINGTON, Feb. 8—President Bush’s funding request for the Department of Veterans Affairs received strong criticism from the commander of one of America’s foremost veterans service organizations. 

“VA’s budget recommendation is woefully inadequate, and I am deeply disappointed,” said AMVETS National Commander William A. Boettcher of an administration proposal for veterans medical care that falls nearly $3.5 billion below what AMVETS and others in THE INDEPENDENT BUDGET say is required to provide the health care needs of America’s veterans. 

“Doubling the copayment charged to veterans for prescription drugs and requiring some veterans to pay a new $250 annual tax for using the veterans’ healthcare system is shortsighted and wrongheaded,” said Boettcher. 

The leader went on to say that “the federal government has already closed access to medical care for tens of thousands of eligible veterans and now the administration wants to push another 215,000 former servicemembers out of the very system designed for their care.” 

When stripped of the proposed new “user tax” and “increased copay,” which would come directly from the wallets of veterans, the budget recommendation presents a paltry one-half of one percent increase—$111.2 million—above last year’s funding, not even enough to cover the president’s projected federal pay raise for the medical staff that provides the health care needs of America’s veterans. 

In congressional testimony last year, the under secretary for VA health told Congress that the agency requires 14 percent annual funding increases just to keep services at the same level; instead this proposal would increase veterans funding less than one percent. The result is an inability to meet demand, denial of care, long waiting lines, loss of staff, poor quality of service and poor customer satisfaction. 

“It is critical that service men and women who have sacrificed for their country in the Armed Services be taken care of upon their return to home and community,” said the AMVETS commander. “To abandon our responsibilities would bring dishonor and send a message that the contributions of our servicemembers are not fully appreciated.”

“Our revered first president, George Washington, put it this way,” said Boettcher, “‘The willingness with which our young people are likely to serve in any war, no matter how justified, shall be directly proportional to how they perceive the veterans of earlier wars were treated and appreciated by their nation.’” 

A leader since 1944 in preserving the freedoms secured by America’s Armed Forces, AMVETS provides support for veterans and the active military in procuring their earned benefits, but also community services that enhance the quality of life for this nation’s citizens.

