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95th  (1977–1979) Shirley anita chisholm (d-nY) democratic caucus Secretary

96th  (1979–1981) Shirley anita chisholm (d-nY) democratic caucus Secretary

97th  (1981–1983) n/a

98th  (1983–1985) n/a

99th  (1985–1987) n/a

100th  (1987–1989) n/a

101st  (1989–1991) william Herbert gray iii (d-pa) democratic caucus chair

  william Herbert gray iii (d-pa) democratic caucus majority whip

102nd  (1991–1993) John R. Lewis (d-ga) democratic caucus chief deputy whip

103rd  (1993–1995) John R. Lewis (d-ga) democratic caucus chief deputy whip

104th  (1995–1997) John R. Lewis (d-ga) democratic caucus chief deputy whip

105th  (1997–1999) John R. Lewis (d-ga) democratic caucus chief deputy whip

106th  (1999–2001) John R. Lewis (d-ga) democratic caucus chief deputy whip

  maxine waters (d-ca) democratic caucus chief deputy whip

  Julius caesar (J. c.) watts, Jr. (R-ok) Republican conference chair

107th  (2001–2003) John R. Lewis (d-ga) democratic caucus chief deputy whip

  maxine waters (d-ca) democratic caucus chief deputy whip

  Julius caesar (J. c.) watts, Jr. (R-ok) Republican conference chair

108th  (2003–2005) James enos clyburn (d-Sc) democratic caucus vice chair

  John R. Lewis (d-ga) democratic caucus chief deputy whip

  maxine waters (d-ca) democratic caucus chief deputy whip

109th  (2005–2007) James enos clyburn (d-Sc) democratic caucus vice chair

    chair

  John R. Lewis (d-ga) democratic caucus chief deputy whip

  maxine waters (d-ca) democratic caucus chief deputy whip

110th  (2007–2009) James enos clyburn (d-Sc) democratic caucus majority whip

Black Americans in Party Leadership Positions, 1977–2007*
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* no african-american Senator has ever been elected to a party leadership position. 
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Black-American Familial Connections in Congress
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william Lacy clay, Jr., of missouri (2001–present), son of william Lacy clay, Sr., of missouri (1969–2001)

Harold eugene Ford, Jr., of tennessee (1997–2007), son of Harold eugene Ford, Sr., of tennessee (1975–1997)

kendrick B. meek of Florida, (2003–present), son of carrie p. meek of Florida (1993–2003)

CHildren wHo Have suCCeeded tHeir Parents

widows wHo Have suCCeeded tHeir l ate HusBands

misCell aneous Familial ConneCtions

cardiss collins of illinois (1973–1997), wife of george washington collins of illinois (1970–1972)

Henry plummer cheatham of north carolina (1889–1893), and george Henry white of north carolina 
(1897–1901) were brothers-in-law.

george washington murray of South carolina (1893–1895), and James enos clyburn of South carolina 
(1993–present) were distant relatives.
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