
U. S Dept. of the Interior
Bureau of Reclamation

RIO GRANDE PROJECT
El Paso Field Division

10737 Gateway Blvd. West, Suite 350
El Paso, TX   79935



U. S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

RIO GRANDE PROJECT



RIO GRANDE
PROJECT



Rio Grande Project
authorized by U. S. Congress

on February 25, 1905

Treaty between U. S. and
Mexico signed on

May 21, 1906

New Mexico Territory becomes
A State of the United States

Of America on January 6, 1912



Elephant Butte Dam and Reservoir

Total Storage Capacity: 2,023,358 acre-feet
Flood Reservation Pool:   50,000 acre-feet
Minimum Recreation Pool: 50,000 acre-feet

Completed in 1916







February 1, 1933 Treaty
Between U. S. and Mexico

Alleviate Flooding in
El Paso – Juarez Region,

Build a Flood Control 
Facility

CABALLO DAM & RESERVOIR
Completed in 1938

Total Storage Capacity:   326,672 acre-feet
Excl. Flood Control Pool:  100,000 acre-feet
Min. Fish & Wildlife Pool:  25,000 acre-feet







Percha Diversion Dam

Completed in 1918

Arrey Canal delivers irrigation
water to Rincon Valley

16,260 acres of irrigation
(Elephant Butte Irrig. Dist.)



Leasburg Diversion Dam

Completed in 1907

Leasburg Canal deliveries
irrigation water to upper

Mesilla Valley

31,600 acres of irrigation
(Elephant Butte Irrig. Dist.)



Mesilla Diversion Dam

Completed in 1916

East Side & West Side Canals
deliver irrigation water to 

lower Mesilla Valley

53,650 acres of irrigation
(Elephant Butte Irrig. Dist.
& El Paso County WI Dist.)



AMERICAN DIVERSION DAM

Completed in 1938

Bypass 1906 Treaty water to
Mexico; divert remaining waters

to American Canal for U. S.
waters 

Owned and operated by
U. S. International
Boundary & Water

Commission



INTERNATIONAL DIVERSION DAM

Owned and operated by U. S. International
Boundary & Water Commission;

Water diverted into Acequia Madre to
Satisfy 1906 Treaty requirements for Mexico



Riverside Diversion Dam

Completed in 1928, removed 2003

Riverside Canal delivers
Irrigation water to Lower
El Paso Valley and City

Of El Paso
39,000 acres of irrigation
(El Paso County Water

Improvement Dist. No. 1)



American Canal Extension

Completed in 1998

Delivers irrigation water to El
Paso Valley and City of 

El Paso
56,000 acres of irrigation
(El Paso County Water

Improvement Dist. No. 1)







Rio Grande Compact

• 3 States signed final Compact on Mar. 18, 1938; U. S. Congress ratifies Compact on May 31, 1939

• Compact apportions Rio Grande waters among 3 States from headwaters of southern Colorado
to Fort Quitman, Texas 

• Texas portion of Compact is the Rio Grande Project which irrigates lands in southern New
Mexico, far west Texas, and includes water delivery to Mexico under the 1906 Treaty

• Compact is administered by the Rio Grande Compact Commission consisting of a commissioner
appointed by each State’s Governor, and a Federal Representative which serves as Chairperson

• Per Compact accounting regulations, the Rio Grande Project’s average normal release is
790,000 acre-feet per year; Elephant Butte & Caballo Reservoirs are key components



Sale of Project Water for Miscellaneous Purposes Act –
February 25, 1920

Conversion of agricultural water to other purposes

RIO  GRANDE  PROJECT

Recreational Facilities at Elephant Butte & Caballo Reservoirs
July 25, 1962

established construction & administration of recreational facilities

Authorization of a 50,000 AF Minimum Pool for Recreation at
Elephant Butte Reservoir – October 27, 1974

established minimum recreational pool to be filled with SJ-C water



Transfer of O&M of Irrigation Distribution System –
February 15, 1979 and March 14, 1980

Elephant Butte Irrig. Dist. and El Paso County Water
Improvement Dist. No. 1 assume O&M responsibilities
of the Project’s canals and distribution system

RIO  GRANDE  PROJECT

Title Transfer of Canals, Laterals, & Drains to
Elephant Butte Irrig. Dist. & El Paso County
Water Improvement Dist. #  1 -

January 19, 1996
Elephant Butte Irrig. Dist. & El Paso County Water
Improvement Dist. # 1 acquire title and ownership to 
their respective canals, laterals, and drains of their
irrigation delivery systems, make allocation to their
farmers     



RIO  GRANDE  PROJECT

Court Order No. CIV-90-95 HB/WWD –
October 17, 1996

established maximum storage level of 50,000 AF in Caballo
Reservoir during winter months and minimize evaporation 
differences between Caballo and Elephant Butte Reservoirs

New Rio Grande Project Operating Agreement
Signed by Elephant Butte Irrig. Dist. & El
Paso County Water Improvement Dist. # 1 -

February 14, 2008
established new procedures for allocating Project water supply 
to Elephant Butte Irrigation District, El Paso County Water 
Improvement District # 1, and Mexico
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