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BEFORE THE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON
WASHI NGTON, D. C.

Application of
ATLANTI C!' COAST Al RLI NES Docket OST-98-3982
for an Exemption from Subparts ‘

K and S of Part 93 of the FAR s
pursuant to 49 U S C § 41714

MOTI ON OF ATLANTI C COAST Al RLI NES
FOR A DEC S| ON

Atlantic Coast Airlines hereby requests the Departnent of
Transportation to decide pronptly the application of ACA for relief
fromthe H gh Density Airport Rule (Subparts K and S of Part 93 of
t he Federal Aviation Regulations, 14 CF.R Part 93, Subparts K and
S) and to grant it five slot exenptions to permt ACA to conduct
Stage 3 regional jet flights between Savannah/H lton Head and
O Hare International Airport."

ACA mekes this notion at this tine because it has a narrow
wi ndow of opportunity to schedule Savannah/H lton Head flights
commencing in the Spring or early Sunmer of 1999 with one of the
three regional jet aircraft that are scheduled to be delivered to
ACA during this tine period. As the DOI can appreciate, ACA nust
make imediate and efficient use of each of its newy delivered

regional jet aircraft and cannot wait indefinitely to deploy its

i/ ACA, by the exercise of self help nmeans will conduct one
flight outside of the controlled hours at O Hare which, Wwhen
conbined with the five requested exenption slots, wll enable ACA

to establish a pattern of three daily round trip Savannah/H lton
Head- O Hare flights.



new aircraft because of the uncertainty surrounding the timng of
the DOI's decision on the nerits of ACA' s Savannah/H lton Head' s
request.

However, it is ripe to ask the Departnent to decide this
matter at this tine since Anerican Airlines has just signaled its
wllingness to accept the reassignnent of tw OHare slots
previously awarded to Reno, which is now under the control of
Ameri can. See Answer of Anmerican Airlines, Inc. to Mtion of
United Airlines, Inc. to Reopen the Record, Docket 49743, OST-97-
2771, January 19, 1999. Wth three remaining O Hare slots
avail able for award, 2 the DOT now has a total of five O Hare slots
to dispose of if it decides to do so. ACA has nore than anply
denonstrated in this Docket and in Docket OST-98-4647 (in which
Anerican Eagle has played spoiler to the Savannah/H lton Head
community by applying late for Geenville/Spartanburg exenption
slots), that the public wll benefit by the grant of ACAs
application either in its own right or when conpared to the
application of American Eagle.

What ever the Departnment's reluctance to address ACA's applica-
tion has been in the past, it is the time to do so now. A total of
five slots are available for award and the communities of Savannah/
H lton Head, by and through their business and political |eaders,
have strongly supported the application of ACA. The DOT shoul d not
shirk its responsibility to further the interest of the traveling

public nor allow to lay dornmant the valuable opportunities

2/ See, Order 98-9-24,



represented by the five unused O Hare slots. Accordingly, ACA
noves the Departnment to pronptly act on, and approve, ACA s request
to serve the Savannah/H lton Head market. If action is taken
swiftly, ACA will be able to schedule one of its Spring/ Sunmer
regional jet deliveries to serve the route. Wth ACA's other route
commtnents at its growing hub at Dulles International Airport, it
may not be able to again address the Savannah/H |ton Head narket
until some time in the future, and certainly long after Savannah/
Hilton Head would prefer to receive service from ACA

Respectful ly subm tted,

BAG LEO, SILVERBERG & GOLDVAN, L.L.P.

Attorneys for
ATLANTI C COAST Al RLI NES

B:?x@vé/? Uit

Robert P. Silverberg ¢

Dat ed: January 28, 1999
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