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PRESS RELEASE

Local wine producers off to California in export drive

Skopje -  Eight local wine producers who are participating in USAID’s Competitiveness project are off to California to participate in an intensive three week course.  The goal of the training is to prepare Macedonian wine producers to compete in the world market.

The group leaves today (10 July 2005 ) and will be based at the the Viticulture and Enology Department, University of California Davis, USA. 

USAID will fund the travel and training which will cover industry demand, production and regulation; marketing and sales focused on brand establishment and management; and grape supply and economics of production as well as winery cost-benefit analysis.  

“The balanced combination of in-house and field training will give us exposure to practices applied by the US wineries and further stimulate individual adjustments resulting in future growth.”- said Marija Miteva, head of commercial department at Skovin wine cellar.

Targeting sales and marketing departments, the course will enable winery staffs lead the capacity building efforts within wineries, helping them to compete more successfully in the foreign markets and increase bottled wine export revenue. 

NOTES TO EDITORS: 

Participants: 

· Kire Andov– Owner, Pivka Winery, Negotino;

· Jani Bogevski – Marketing Manager, Bovin Winery, Negotino; 

· Petar Danov – Commercial Manager, Ezimit Vino Winery; 

· Divna Jordanovska -  Manager, Cekorovi Winery, Kavadarci;

· Marija Miteva – Head of Commercial Department, Skovin Winery, Skopje; 

· Miro Popov – Sales Manager, Vin Art Winery , Skopje; 

· Stefan Trajkoski – Export Specialist, Fonko Winery, Skopje; and,

· Sonja Velkovska – Manager, Eno-Mak, Skopje. 
The Viticulture & Enology Department at US Davis:  is the world leader in combining the sciences of viticulture and enology in a single research and teaching unit that encompasses all of the scientific disciplines that impact grape growing and winemaking. For over one hundred years the University of California has maintained an active and productive program in research and education in viticulture and enology.
United States Agency for International Development (USAID): Since 1993, the American people, through USAID have provided more than $400 million in development assistance to Macedonia to modernize schools, water supply systems and for other local priorities. USAID has helped create new sources of financing for business and has helped citizens get government services more easily.  USAID provides economic and humanitarian assistance in more than 100 countries to provide a better future for all. 
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