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What is Resource Extraction?





Runoff from resource extraction activities, a type of Nonpoint Source Pollution (NPS), occurs when rainfall, melting snow, or irrigation water runs off land, picking up harmful chemicals and mixing them into rivers, lakes, coastal waters and groundwater. 





This can occur from all types of resource extraction activities such as abandoned or active mines. It is caused when water and oxygen flow over iron-bearing minerals like pyrite or iron-sulfide and form acid, which in turn dissolves other minerals and rocks, which then contaminates surface and groundwater. Abandoned mine drainage (AMD) degrades more than 5,100 stream miles in EPA Region 3 causing the loss of aquatic life, and restricting stream use for recreation, public drinking water and industrial water supplies. AMD is currently the main pollutant of surface water in our region. 


		


Where Does it Happen?





It happens in areas adjacent to and surrounding resource extraction activities or abandoned mines.





Who Does it Affect?





You!!  AMD accounts for 25% of the region’s stream impairments.  It contaminates drinking water, disrupts growth of aquatic plants and animals, and corrodes infrastructure -- culverts and bridges. It is estimated that it will cost over 3 billion dollars to restore our impacted streams.





What Can You Do to Help?





Become involved in your local watershed association.


Research your watershed to identify your specific problems.














What is Resource Extraction?





Runoff from resource extraction activities, a type of Nonpoint Source Pollution (NPS), occurs when rainfall, melting snow, or irrigation water runs off land, picking up harmful chemicals and mixing them into rivers, lakes, coastal waters and groundwater. 





This can occur from all types of resource extraction activities such as abandoned or active mines. It is caused when water and oxygen flow over iron-bearing minerals like pyrite or iron-sulfide and form acid, which in turn dissolves other minerals and rocks, which then contaminates surface and groundwater. Abandoned mine drainage (AMD) degrades more than 5,100 stream miles in EPA Region 3 causing the loss of aquatic life, and restricting stream use for recreation, public drinking water and industrial water supplies. AMD is currently the main pollutant of surface water in our region. 


		


Where Does it Happen?





It happens in areas adjacent to and surrounding resource extraction activities or abandoned mines.





Who Does it Affect?





You!!  AMD accounts for 25% of the region’s stream impairments.  It contaminates drinking water, disrupts growth of aquatic plants and animals, and corrodes infrastructure -- culverts and bridges. It is estimated that it will cost over 3 billion dollars to restore our impacted streams.





What Can You Do to Help?





Become involved in your local watershed association.


Research your watershed to identify your specific problems.

















Nonpoint


Source


Pollution


Tips








�








US EPA Region 3


Philadelphia, PA


800-438-2474





http://www.epa.gov/reg3wapd/nps/














