Science All NYT

Space & Cosmos

Log In Register Now

Enlarge This Image

NASA

An artist’s rendering of NASA’s Quick Scatterometer, which was launched in 1999 to replace a satellite that lost

Related Web Links

The Report From NAS The Group on Earth Observations The National Research Council’s Interim Report on Satellites Studying Earth NASA’s Earth-Oriented Missions European Space Agency’s Earth Observations Program

Forum: Space and the Cosmos

NASA

USEFUL DATA

ByANDREW C. REVKIN Published: January 16, 2007

By 2010, the number of operating Earth-observing instruments on NASA satellites, most of which are already past

40 percent, the National Research Council of the National

www.nas.edu.

The weakening of these monitoring efforts comes even as many scientists and the Bush administration have been emphasizing their growing importance, both to clarify risks from global warming and natural hazards and to track the condition of forests, fisheries, water and other resources.

University of California, Irvine, who shared a Nobel Prize for identifying threats to the ozone layer.

The report is the latest in a string of findings from such panels pointing to dangers from recent disinvestment in the long-term

Marriage At Home With George Miller, Richard J. Durbin, Charles E.

51% of Women Are Now Living Without Spouse Speaking Chic to Power Revealing the Monet of Pencil and Paper In Death as in Life, a Personalized Space

nytimes.com/ts

Start your 14-day free trial to TimesSelect to read Dave Anderson’s column on Muhammad Ali

Switch to TD AMERITRADE and trade free for 45 days + get $100.

monitoring of a fast-changing planet.

Satellite-borne instruments, using radar, lasers and other technology, have revolutionized earth and climate science, allowing researchers to accurately and efficiently track parameters like sea level and tiny motions of the Earth from earthquakes, the amount of rain in a cyclone and moisture in air, and the average temperature of various layers of the atmosphere.

The committee identified significant gaps in instrumentation or plans for satellites orbiting over the poles, around the Equator, and positioned so that they remain stationary over spots on the rotating Earth.

The report went beyond discussing ailing hardware and said the White House science policy office should do more to ensure that society and science were benefiting fully from the reams of data flowing from orbiting instruments.

Senior officials at NASA and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration welcomed the report and said it would be considered as they sought to sustain Earth observations in a time of tight budgets.

Need to know more? 50% off home delivery of The Times.

Tips

Related Articles

More Satellites to Explore Clouds’ Most Intimate Secrets Scientists Say Next Solar Cycle Will Be Strong but Delayed Water, Water Everywhere. And When It Shifts, So Does Earth’s Gravity. Will Compasses Point South?

Related Searches

Satellites Earth Space National Aeronautics and Space Administration

Shuttle Roars Back - Jigsaw Puzzle Buy Now

Ads by Google what’s this?

Are You Left Brained? Find out if You’re Right or Left Brained by Taking our Quick Quiz! www.chatterbean.com

Earth 3D Satellite Images Explore Earth in 3D From Your PC. View Earth from Space. www.get-earth.com/Satellite-Images

How To Get Free Satellite New website shows you how to watch Satellite TV on your PC for free! www.undergroundsatellite.com

Not a Front-Runner, but Ahead in the Polls

In Death as in Life, a Personalized Space

Taking Power, Sharing Cereal Speaking Chic to Power Vecsey: Titans Return

Home World U.S. N.Y. / Region Business Technology Science Health Sports Opinion Arts Style Travel Jobs Real Estate Automobiles Back to Top

Copyright 2007The New York Times Company Privacy Policy Search Corrections RSS First Look Help Contact Us Work for Us Site Map