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DOCUMENT:  6550.1
12/ 09/ 93

OPl: S&T/| EES
LI NE SPEEDS FOR HEAVY YOUNG CHI CKENS ( BRO LERS, ROASTERS)

l. PURPOSE

This directive sets forth recomended nmaxi mum | i ne speeds for official
establi shnments that process heavy young chi ckens under the Streanlined
| nspection System and the New Li ne Speed | nspection System

1. [ RESERVED]

11l1. [ RESERVED]

I V. REFERENCES

MPI Regul ations, Sections 381.76 and 381. 170

V. ABBREVI ATI ONS

The followng will appear in their abbreviated formin this directive:

I1C Inspector in Charge
WP Meat and Poultry | nspection
NELS New Li ne Speed | nspection System
SIS Streamined I nspection System
SIS 1 Stream i ned I nspection Systemw th one inspector
SIS 2 Stream i ned I nspection Systemw th two i nspectors
VI . BACKGROUND
A Section 381.76 of the MPI regul ations prescribes maxi mumline

speeds for young chickens processed under SIS and NELS. SIS nay be
performed by one inspector or two inspectors. The maxi mum | ine speed
is 35 birds per mnute under SIS-1 and 70 birds per m nute under
SIS-2. The maximumline speed for NELS is 91 birds per m nute.

B. During the devel opnent of SIS and NELS in the 1980's, FSIS
conducted studies to determ ne procedures and |ine speeds for those
systens. At that time, young chi ckens wei ghed | ess than 6 pounds and
had only a small anount of fat on the abdom nal flap. Consequently,
an inspector uses only one hand to mani pul ate the abdomnal flap to
view the inside cavity of these birds. The maxi numline speeds
prescribed in Section 381.76 of the MPI Regul ations are based on data
gat hered during studies using broilers weighing 6 pounds or |ess.

C. A significant nunber of young chickens bei ng processed today



VII.

VIIT.

wei gh over 6 pounds. To accomopdate the processing of these birds,
i nspectors are required, in nost cases, to use both hands during

i nspection. Heavy young chickens tend to have nore fat than the
smal l er birds, requiring inspectors to use both hands to mani pul ate
the fatter abdom nal flaps for viewing the inside cavities of the
bi rds.

LI NE SPEED GUI DELI NES- - ADJUSTMENTS FOR HEAVY YOUNG CHI CKENS
A I1C s nust adjust |ine speeds as necessary to allow for proper
i nspection of heavy young chickens. It is recomended that the
follow ng Iine speeds not be exceeded to permt adequate inspection of
heavy young chi ckens processed under SIS and NELS:

Recommended Li ne Speeds for Heavy Young Chi ckens

SIS1 31 birds per mnute
SIS-2 55 birds per mnute
NELS 73 birds per mnute
B. In each case, the actual line speed may be less. The |ine speed
must not exceed that which permts adequate exam nation of each
carcass or part. Actual line speeds wll vary, depending on a variety

of conditions.
RESPONSI BI LI TI ES
A Il C
1. Ensure that weights of heavy young chi ckens are determ ned
as necessary by randomy sel ecting and wei ghing 10 birds per | ot
at the establishnent's transfer station. Wighing may be done by
t he establishnent or inspection personnel.
2. Adj ust line speeds according to the weight of the birds.
| f the average weight of the 10 young chi ckens exceeds 6 pounds,
the lot is defined as heavy young chi ckens.
B. Est abl i shnent :

1. Provi de scal es for random wei ghing at a | ocation
acceptable to the II1C

2. Conduct random wei ghi ng of young chickens in a manner
acceptable to the II1C

3. Adjust line speeds as directed by the IIC



Any questions regarding this directive should be referred to the next |evel
of supervi sion.

Crai g Reed
Deputy Adm ni strator
| nspection Operations



