WHALES

-Sperm whales

-Baleen whales (Mysticetes)
-Beaked whales

An identification guide for observers in the
PIRO Observer Programs
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Pygmy sperm whale

Dwarf sperm whale



Mysticete (baleen whale)
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Grey Whale







Grey Whale
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Grey Whale
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Blue Whale
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Minke Whale




Minke Whale

(Southern hemisphere species, with white shoulder)
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Humpback Whalé
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Humpback Whale




Hurppback
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| Young Fin whale e
” 3mm—¢
sﬁowmg asymmetrical

coloration of lower jaw.










i Center for Coastal Studies

Image courtesy of Center For Coastal Studies
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Bryde’s Whale.

Note 3 distinct ridges on
rostrum.

Image courtesy of R. Pittman, NMFS, La Jolla



Bryde's whale

Image from Marine Mammals of the North Eastern Pacific and Adjacent Arctic Waters, An Identification Guide by Alaska Sea Grant







Sel Whale. Single distinct ridge on rostrum.

Image courtesy of R. Pittman, NMFS, La Jolla
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Cuvier’s Beaked Whale







Unid. Beaked whale. Mesoplodon spp. (pos. Blainville’s)
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