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Sandy Miller Hays is a native of Fort Smith, Arkansas, and a graduate of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock.  In the late 1970s, she began working for the Arkansas Democrat (now the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette), a statewide daily newspaper based in Little Rock.  She was named Farm Editor of the Democrat in 1981, and became head of the Democrat's Business & Farm News Department in 1984.  From 1981-1988, she also wrote an award-winning column, “From the Ground Up,” that ran weekly in the Democrat.  In 1988, Hays joined the Agricultural Research Service as a public affairs specialist.  She was named Head of Farm and Special News Services for ARS in 1990.   In February 1997, Hays was named Chief of the Current Information Branch, ARS’ news operation.  She became Director of ARS Information in April 1998.  Hays is a member of Phi Kappa Phi; Kappa Tau Alpha, the honor society of journalists; the Society of Professional Journalists; the North American Agricultural Journalists, and Investigative Reporters and Editors.
