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December 22, 2008

Richard H. Mathews

Chief, Standards Development and Review Branch

National Organic Program,  Transportation and Marketing Programs

USDA-AMS-TMP-NOP

1400 Independence Ave. SW

Room 4008- So. Ag Stop 0268

Washington, DC 20250

Re: Docket Number AMS-TM-06-0198: TM-05-14

Dear Mr. Mathews,

I appreciate you coming out to California and discussing the proposed rule changes with us at Chico State.  You were there to discuss and did a good job listening and asking questions.   
We have been in Organic dairy for 10 + years in California.  We have developed our farm for pasture based and year around production.  At this point we have made decisions and capital improvements to do so under the rules that exist and been part of Organic Valley from beginning in California.  Some of the proposed changes are extremely hard to deal with. 
In our opinion a few important rules should be simple:

· 120 day grazing non contiguous for lactating animal.  (This will be complicated enough without 30% or 70% DM.)
· Barns and shelter if available or sacrificial pasture ok where permitted.  (Dairyman can’t afford not to use investments made to make high quality milk and cow comfort, dry, cool, warm, well ventilated,  and natural light.)
We know there are many versions of rules submitted, please try in these economic crisis times to keep it simple.  Don’t burden the dairyman with another full time job and reporting problems.  I believe customers want a safe product and pasture based without making the family farms harder to operate or impossible.





Thanks , Stueve’s Certified Organic Dairy, 







   gagestueve@fire2wire.com, 209 606 1006

