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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
Dr. Scott Bolton is the Director of the Space Sciences Department at Southwest Research 
Institute (SwRI).  Dr. Bolton is the Principal Investigator for the Juno mission, the second 
investigation in NASA’s New Frontiers program.  Prior to being Director at SwRI, Dr. Bolton 
was a senior scientist at JPL for over 25 years.  He is a Co-Investigator on a number of NASA 
missions including experiments on the Cassini and Galileo missions.  Dr. Bolton chairs the Titan 
science group for the Cassini-Huygens mission and is responsible for the formulation of the 
scientific investigation of Saturn’s moon Titan.   Dr. Bolton has been a Principal Investigator 
with NASA on various research programs since 1988.   His research includes the modeling of the 
Jovian and Saturnian radiation belts, atmospheric dynamics and composition, and the formation 
and evolution of the solar system.  He has authored of over 100 scientific papers.  Dr. Bolton has 
held a wide variety management, engineering and scientific positions on missions at JPL 
including Cassini, Galileo, DS-1, Voyager, Magellan, Quasat, Genesis, Solar Probe, and CRAF.  
In addition to scientific research, his experience at JPL spans mission design, instrument design 
and delivery, mission development, science planning, and science operations.  Dr. Bolton 
received his B.S. in Aerospace Engineering from U. Michigan in 1980, and a Ph.D. in 
Astrophysics from U.C. Berkeley in 1990.  He received the NASA Exceptional Achievement 
Medal in 2002; the NASA Exceptional Scientific Achievement Medal in 1994; JPL Individual 
Awards for Exceptional Excellence in Leadership in 2002, 2001, and 1996, and Excellence in 
Management in 2000; he has also received nine NASA Group Achievement Awards.  Dr. Bolton 
maintains a relationship with JPL through a special appointment as a Senior Staff Scientist. 
 
Experience 
 
2005 – present Director, Space Science Department, Southwest Research Institute 
2005 – present Senior Staff Scientist, Solar System Exploration Science Research and 

Analysis, Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Caltech 
1987-2005 Principal Scientist, Earth and Space Sciences Division, Jet Propulsion 

Laboratory, Caltech 
1980-1987 Technical Staff, Advanced Mission Design Section, Jet Propulsion 

Laboratory, Caltech 
 
Education 
1976 - 1980 University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI,  BS, Aerospace Engineering  
1982 - 1984 California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, California, Physics Dept 
1986 - 1990 University of California, Berkeley, CA, Ph.D., Astrophysics 
 

Scientific Research 
• PI, NASA Juno Project 
• PI, NASA Planetary Astronomy, Planetary Atmospheres and Space Physics Divisions 
• Co-I, Galileo PLS experiment 
• Co-I, Galileo PWS experiment 
• Co-I, Cassini Plasma experiment (CAPS) 



• Co-I, Cassini Energetic Particle experiment (MIMI) 
• PI and Co-I, VLA, Hubble, and Chandra Observations 
 
Awards 
NASA Exceptional Achievement Medal, Cassini, 2002.  
NASA Group Achievement Award for Cassini Jupiter Flyby, 2002. 
JPL Individual Award for Exceptional Excellence in Leadership, 2002. 
JPL Group Award for Exceptional Technical Excellence, Cassini Jupiter Encounter, 2002. 
JPL NOVA Individual Award for Cassini Titan Science Leadership, TMOD, 2001 
NASA Group Achievement Award-Cassini Jupiter Microwave Obs., 2001 
JPL NOVA Individual Award for Excellence in Management, Astrophysics, 2000. 
NASA Group Achievement Award - Cassini Instrument Development 1998. 
NASA Group Achievement Award - Galileo Science, 1998. 
JPL NOVA Individual Award for Excellence in Leadership, Astrophysics, 1996. 
NASA Group Achievement Award - Galileo Science, 1995. 
NASA Scientific Exceptional Achievement Medal, 1994 
NASA Group Achievement Award, 1991. 
NASA Group Achievement Award - Galileo Science, 1990. 
NASA Group Achievement Award Galileo Instrument Development, 1989. 
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