JAMES P. THOMAS – Aviation & Fire Management Officer, USDA Forest Service, Wasatch-Cache and Uinta National Forest, Salt Lake City, Utah.

Jim’s first fire experience came in 1972 when he was pulled out of a fishing boat in Minnesota to help with a wildfire.  He began his career with the Forest Service in 1978 in Colorado as Assistant Regional Dispatcher until 1980 when he accepted a Forester position on the Angeles National Forest.  He spent seven years on the Angeles working in fire, recreation, and natural resources until 1987 when he accepted the Assistant District Ranger position on the Melford Ranger District of the Chequamegon National Forest.  In 1991 he transferred to the Greenbrier Ranger District of the Monongahela National Forest as District Ranger.  In 1995 he came back to Fire Management full time when he accepted the position of Fire & Aviation Officer for the Superior and Chippewa National Forests, in Minnesota. He was in Minnesota for 5 years, but then transferred to his current position as Aviation & Fire Management Officer for the Wasatch-Cache and Uinta National Forests in Utah.

Jim’s fire experience includes seasonal firefighter, hotshot crews, engines, detail to the Redding Hotshots, and 21 years on Type I and Type II Teams as Division Supervisor, Safety Officer, Operations Section Chief or Incident Commander.


Jim has a Bachelor of Science in Forestry from Michigan State University.
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