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or believe you have a claim, you should con-
sult with an attorney. 

Some insurance policies may exclude cov-
erage for injuries or death sustained while 
traveling aboard a Government or military 
aircraft or while within a combat area. You 
may wish to check your policy or consult 
with your insurance provider before your 
flight. The insurance available to Federal 
employees through the Federal Employees 
Group Life Insurance Program does not con-
tain an exclusion of this type. 

If you are the victim of an air disaster re-
sulting from criminal activity, Victim and 
Witness Specialists from the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) and/or the local U.S. 
Attorney’s Office will keep you or your fam-
ily informed about the status of the criminal 
investigation(s) and provide you or your 
family with information about rights and 
services, such as crisis intervention, coun-
seling and emotional support. State crime 
victim compensation may be able to cover 
crime-related expenses, such as medical 
costs, mental health counseling, funeral and 
burial costs, and lost wages or loss of sup-
port. The Office for Victims of Crime (an 
agency of the Department of Justice) is au-
thorized by the Antiterrorism Act of 1996 to 
provide emergency financial assistance to 
state programs, as well as the U.S. Attorneys 
Office, for the benefit of victims of terrorist 
acts or mass violence. 

If you are a Federal employee: 
1. If you are injured or killed on the job 

during the performance of duty - including 
while traveling aboard a Government air-
craft or other government-owned or operated 
conveyance for business purposes, you and 
your family are eligible to collect workers’ 
compensation benefits under FECA. You and 
your family may not file a personal injury or 
wrongful death suit against the United 
States or its employees. However, you may 
have cause of action against potentially lia-
ble third parties. 

2. You or your qualifying family member 
must normally also choose between FECA 
disability or death benefits, and those pay-
able under your retirement system (either 
the Civil Service Retirement System or the 
Federal Employees Retirement System). You 
may choose the benefit that is more favor-
able to you. 

If you are a private citizen not employed by 
the Federal Government: 

1. Even if you are not regularly employed 
by the Federal Government, if you are ren-
dering personal service to the Federal Gov-
ernment on a voluntary basis or for nominal 
pay, you may be defined as a Federal em-
ployee for purposes of FECA. If that is the 
case, you and your family are eligible to re-
ceive workers’ compensation benefits under 
FECA, but may not collect in a personal in-
jury or wrongful death lawsuit against the 
United States or its employees. You and 

your family may file suit against potentially 
liable third parties. Before you depart, you 
may wish to consult with the department or 
agency sponsoring the flight to clarify 
whether you are considered a Federal em-
ployee. 

2. If there is a determination that you are 
not a Federal employee, you and your family 
will not be eligible to receive workman’s 
compensation benefits under FECA. If you 
are traveling for business purposes, you may 
be eligible for workman’s compensation ben-
efits under state law. If the accident occurs 
within the United States, or its territories, 
its airspace, or over the high seas, you and 
your family may claim against the United 
States under the Federal Tort Claims Act or 
Suits in Admiralty Act. If you are killed 
aboard a military aircraft, your family may 
be eligible to receive compensation under 
the Military Claims Act, or if you are an in-
habitant of a foreign country, under the For-
eign Claims Act. 

§ 301–70.910 Do the rules in this part 
apply to travel on Government air-
craft by the President and Vice 
President or by individuals trav-
eling in support of the President 
and Vice President? 

Given the unique functions and needs 
of the presidency and the vice presi-
dency, section 4 of Circular A–126, 
‘‘Improving the Management and Use 
of Government Aircraft,’’ Revised May 
1992, makes clear that Circular A–126 
does not apply to aircraft while in use 
by or in support of the President or 
Vice President. Since the principal 
purpose of the rules in this part is to 
implement Circular A–126, the rules in 
this part also do not apply to such 
travel. If any questions arise regarding 
travel related to the President or Vice 
President, contact the Office of the 
Counsel to the President or the Office 
of the Counsel to the Vice President, 
respectively. 

PART 301–71—AGENCY TRAVEL 
ACCOUNTABILITY REQUIREMENTS 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
301–71.1 What is the purpose of an agency 

travel accounting system? 
301–71.2 What are the standard data ele-

ments and when must they be captured 
on a travel accounting system? 

301–71.3 May we use electronic signatures 
on travel documents? 
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