[image: image1.png]COUNTY

™M A R Y L A N D

Economic Development Authority








Press Release:  June 30, 2005

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: For additional information, call 410/313-6550.

EXPORT HOWARD COUNTY:  FOCUS ON SMALL BUSINESS

Today's global economy offers unprecedented opportunities for U.S. businesses to expand their markets.  Knowing where to begin, however, may be the biggest obstacle to taking your product or service outside the U.S.   Howard County Economic Development Authority's International Trade Center is sponsoring an all-day workshop entitled, Export Howard County: Focus on Small Business.  This workshop, led by local international business professionals, will help you take the first steps in launching your business into the global market place and will walk you through the many intricacies of going global.  Topics include evaluating export potential, identifying target markets, developing market entry strategies, building distribution networks, the "mechanics" of exporting and international trade financing options.  Those already exporting will learn about finding new opportunities.  Workshop graduates will learn what it takes to compete globally and create an effective Export Marketing Plan.  Course content stresses interactive learning through self-assessment, knowledge provided by executives from the world of international business, and case studies based on the actual experiences of local companies.

Export Howard County: Focus on Small Business will be held on Tuesday, September 13, 2005, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Center for Business and Technology Development, 9250 Bendix Road, North, Columbia, Maryland.  The registration fee is $99 and includes the workshop manual and guidebook.  Advance registration is required.  Class sized is limited.  For additional information, directions, or to register, please call 410.313.6550 or go to www.hceda.org/thecenter/events.html.


Howard County Economic Development Authority's Center for Business and Technology Development provides assistance in all aspects of business startup and growth.  For more information about Center programs, visit www.hceda.org.
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