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As the voice of urban Black youth, rap music is considered as a form of resistance. With its distinctive meter, rhythm, and recitative rhymes, rap is also a form of poetry. This lecture, while observing rap's political and cultural ambivalence, will focus on rap's unique poetics/aesthetics and its influence on the formation of new 'glocal' identities in terms of nation, race, gender, class, and sexuality. Paying attention to rapid commodification of rap in the music industry and its inner tension between "top-to-down" and "groundup" globalizations, we will look into some critical issues around the poiesis and praxis of rap music in today's world. The issues include rap as a postmodern art, sexism and feminism, "glocalization," and literary appropriation of rap.
