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ANNEX 3 
PROCEDURES FOR REENTRY VEHICLE INSPECTIONS CONDUCTED 

PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 6 OF ARTICLE XI OF THE TREATY 
 
 

1. The inspected Party shall have the right to prepare the front section for 
viewing in the launcher of ICBMs or SLBMs, in close proximity to it, in a vehicle, 
or at a specially allocated site determined by the inspected Party.  
 

2. For silo launchers of ICBMs and SLBM launchers:   
 

(a) Upon arrival of the inspection team at a designated silo launcher of 
ICBMs containing the ICBM to be inspected, inspectors shall have 
the right to confirm, in accordance with the procedures provided for 
in paragraph 1 of Annex 2 to this Protocol, that it is the silo launcher 
of ICBMs designated by the inspection team leader.   

 
(b) Upon arrival of inspectors at the silo launcher of ICBMs or SLBM 

launcher containing the ICBM or SLBM to be inspected, a member 
of the in-country escort shall designate one or more places where 
the inspectors may be present.  This place or these places shall be 
determined in a manner permitting inspectors to observe the upper 
silo or tube edge of such an ICBM or SLBM launcher and permitting 
inspectors to see any vehicles, containers, or objects that enter or 
leave the vicinity of the ICBM or SLBM launcher.  The boundaries 
of that vicinity shall be determined by a member of the in-country 
escort.  The place or places from which inspectors may observe the 
upper silo or tube edge of the ICBM or SLBM launcher shall be 
located no more than 50 meters from that launcher.  In cases 
where a clear and unobstructed view cannot be achieved within a 
50-meter distance, the inspection team leader and a member of the 
in-country escort may agree to a position or positions that permit a 
clear and unobstructed view of the upper edge of the launcher from 
a distance greater than 50 meters. 

 
(c) Upon the arrival of inspectors at the designated silo launcher of 

ICBMs or SLBM launcher, if requested by the inspection team 
leader, a member of the in-country escort shall provide the 
inspectors the opportunity to familiarize themselves with the vicinity 
of this launcher in such a manner that inspectors may orient 
themselves and have an understanding of the relative positions of 
the launcher and such structures or vehicles as may be located in 
its vicinity. 

 
(d) Inspectors shall have the right to maintain continuous visual 

observation of the upper silo or tube edge of such an ICBM or 
SLBM launcher or of vehicles, devices, or temporary structures 
used for the removal of the missile or the front section from the 
launcher or for the preparation of the front section for viewing.  The 
purpose of such observation shall be to ascertain that no reentry 
vehicle is removed from the ICBM or SLBM launcher during the 
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time period beginning with the opening of the ICBM silo launcher 
door or SLBM launcher hatch and ending with the completion of 
preparation of the front section for viewing or the removal of the 
missile or front section from the ICBM or SLBM launcher, 
whichever is earlier.  

 
(e) Prior to the time of the opening of the ICBM silo launcher door or 

SLBM launcher hatch, a member of the in-country escort shall 
inform the inspection team leader of the opening.  Inspectors shall 
have the right to observe the opening of the ICBM silo launcher 
door or SLBM launcher hatch; the time of the opening shall be at 
the discretion of the inspected Party.  

 
(f) A member of the in-country escort shall demonstrate to the 

satisfaction of inspectors that any vehicles, containers, or objects 
that enter or leave the vicinity of the ICBM or SLBM launcher during 
the time period beginning with the opening of the ICBM silo 
launcher door or SLBM launcher hatch and ending with the 
completion of the preparation of the front section for viewing or the 
removal of the missile or front section from the ICBM or SLBM 
launcher, whichever is earlier, do not contain reentry vehicles.  

 
3. As required, at the choice of the inspected Party, a mobile launcher of 

ICBMs that contains an ICBM to be inspected may proceed to a specially 
allocated site where the viewing of the front section of such an ICBM will be 
carried out, or where the front section will be separated from the ICBM.  In that 
case, the inspection team shall have the right to maintain uninterrupted visual 
contact with the mobile launcher of ICBMs.  
 

4. As required, at the choice of the inspected Party, a submarine whose 
launcher contains an SLBM to be inspected, may proceed to a specially allocated 
site where the viewing of the front section of such an SLBM will be carried out, or 
where the SLBM will be removed from its launcher, or the front section will be 
separated from the SLBM.  In that case, the submarine shall proceed on the 
surface to that site, and the inspection team shall have the right to maintain 
uninterrupted visual contact with that ballistic missile submarine.  
 

5. The inspected Party shall not remove any reentry vehicles from the front 
section of the ICBM or SLBM to be inspected throughout the entire period of time 
between the time it is designated for inspection and the completion of the viewing 
of the front section.  

 
6. If the front section is viewed directly in the ICBM or SLBM launcher, the 

inspected Party shall prepare the front section for viewing subject to the 
provisions of paragraph 8 or 11 of this Section and shall give the inspection team 
an opportunity to view it.  Preparation of the front section for viewing may include 
its partial separation from the missile.  Inspectors shall have the right to view the 
interior of the vehicles and devices used to prepare the front section for viewing, 
prior to their use and after the completion of viewing of the front section.  This 
viewing shall be carried out to confirm that such vehicles or devices do not 
contain another front section or other reentry vehicles.  For SLBMs, if the 
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inspected Party places over an SLBM launcher a temporary structure specially 
intended for preparing the front section for viewing and for viewing it, inspectors 
shall have the right to inspect that temporary structure before it is put in place 
and after the viewing of the front section is completed.  This viewing shall be 
carried out to confirm that the temporary structure does not contain another front 
section or other reentry vehicles.  

 
7. For viewing of the front section carried out outside an ICBM or SLBM 

launcher: 
 

(a) The inspectors shall have the right to view the interior of the 
vehicles and devices used to remove a missile or front section from 
an ICBM or SLBM launcher, prior to their use.  This viewing shall 
be carried out to ascertain that such vehicles or devices do not 
contain another missile, front section, or other reentry vehicles.  
After the removal of the missile or front section from a vehicle or 
device, inspectors shall have the right to view it again to ascertain 
that it contains no reentry vehicles. 

 
(b) The inspected Party shall separate the front section and remove it 

from the ICBM or SLBM launcher or remove the missile with its 
front section from the ICBM or SLBM launcher.   

 
(c) If the inspected Party separates the front section in the ICBM or 

SLBM launcher and then removes it, no more than two inspectors 
shall have the right to view the interior of the launcher for no more 
than one minute from a place designated by a member of the 
in-country escort, to confirm that the front section is completely 
separated.  A member of the in-country escort shall designate this 
place in such a way as to provide an unobstructed view of the 
interior of the ICBM or SLBM launcher.   

 
(d) If, in the process of preparing for the demonstration, the front 

section or missile with its front section is placed into a vehicle, 
inspectors shall have the right to view the interior of the vehicle 
before the missile or front section is placed in it, in order to 
ascertain that it does not contain another missile, front section, or 
other reentry vehicles.  

 
(e) If the front section is viewed at a specially allocated site, inspectors 

shall have the right to follow that vehicle during the transportation of 
the missile with its front section or of the front section in the vehicle 
to that site in such a way as to maintain uninterrupted visual contact 
with the vehicle; after the missile with its front section or the front 
section has been unloaded from that vehicle, inspectors shall have 
the right to view the vehicle again to ascertain the absence therein 
of reentry vehicles.  

 
8. Preparation of the front section for viewing shall include full or partial 

removal of the shroud except for missiles that do not utilize a shroud.  The 
process of preparation of the front section for viewing may be carried out outside 
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the field of view of inspectors in such a way as to permit inspectors to ascertain 
that no reentry vehicles are removed from the front section.  

 
9. If the front section is viewed in the vehicle, inspectors shall have the 

right to observe the vehicle throughout the entire period of time between the 
placement of the front section in the vehicle and the viewing of the front section.  

 
10. If the front section is viewed at a specially allocated site, the following 

procedures shall apply:   
 

(a) Before the shroud is removed inspectors shall have the right to 
view the specially allocated site inside a room or within a portion of 
the site for viewing the front section, to ascertain that the site does 
not contain another front section or other reentry vehicles.   

 
(b) During the entire process of preparation of the front section for 

viewing, inspectors shall have the right, at their own choice, either 
to observe all exits of the site to ascertain that no reentry vehicles 
are removed from that site, or to seal all the exits with seals.  
During the process of preparation of the front section for viewing, 
no vehicle, container, launch canister, or object shall leave the site 
until inspected or until an inspector declares that he or she does not 
intend to inspect it.  

 
11. Before the front section is viewed, the inspected Party may cover 

reentry vehicles and other equipment, including the mounting platform, with 
covers, in such a manner that the covers shall not hamper inspectors in 
ascertaining that the front section contains no more reentry vehicles than the 
number of warheads attributed to missiles of that type.  Inspectors shall have the 
right to view the covers and to measure hard covers prior to their placement on 
the reentry vehicles.  

 
12. After the process of preparation of the front section for viewing has been 

completed, inspectors may view the front section continuously for no more than 
15 minutes from a place or places designated by a member of the in-country 
escort no more than five meters from the front section and providing a clear, 
unobstructed view of the front section, to ascertain that the front section contains 
no more reentry vehicles than the number of warheads attributed to missiles of 
that type.  

 
13. If a member of the in-country escort declares that an object contained in 

the front section is not a reentry vehicle, the inspected Party shall demonstrate to 
the satisfaction of the inspectors that this object is not a reentry vehicle.  

 
14. If the preparation of the front section for viewing has been carried out 

outside the field of view of inspectors, the inspectors, upon completion of viewing 
of the front section and prior to the reinstallation of the shroud, may view the 
vehicle or specially allocated site where the front section was viewed, including 
the space under the shroud, to ascertain the absence of reentry vehicles outside 
the front section.  
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15. The in-country escort shall provide in the vicinity of the ICBM or SLBM 
launcher and at the site where the viewing of the front section will be carried out, 
lighting sufficient for the conduct of the procedures provided for in this Annex.  

 
16. The inspected Party shall transport the inspection team to the location 

designated by the inspected Party for carrying out post-inspection procedures. 


