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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

SENECA RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT AWARDED FEDERAL FUNDS
USDA Rural Development Funds Assist With the Purchase of Emergency Equipment 

(Seneca, South Dakota – December 15, 2005)  Les Boehmer, Acting State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota, today presented Seneca Rural Fire Protection District with a community facility economic impact initiative grant in the amount of $2,250 purchase fire fighting equipment.  
 “The equipment will better prepare the district in the event of emergencies and improve safety measurements for the community and surrounding area,” said Boehmer.  

The fire department is in need of new hoses and nozzles for their trucks and they have never had a chop type saw for metal cutting when getting people out of accidents.  The federal funding will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $750 to purchase fire fighting equipment including hoses, nozzles, and a chop saw.
“The Seneca Volunteer Fire Department would like to accept this grant money.  It is sometimes hard to keep a small department going, however, with the assistance and other resources, we can get things done,” said Jim Bitzer, Fire Chief for the Seneca Rural Fire Protection District. 
USDA Rural Development Area Director Bruce Jones and Rural Development Manager Dave Franssens also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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