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I INTRODUCTION 
 
Currently there are no well functioning reserve markets in use in the US. There is some 
evidence that a well functioning reserve market can help mitigate price spikes and solve 
the capacity problem. Currently reserves are thought of as having time dependent 
properties, that is, they must be spinning or able to synchronize in ten minutes or able to 
synchronize in thirty minutes.  However, it is well known that given a network that can 
become constrained on voltage or real power flows, reserves must also be spatially 
located in order to handle all the contingencies that could occur.  To date, there is no 
credible science-based method for assigning reserves in this way.  Virtually all methods 
are ad-hoc and are based on engineering judgment and experience.  The purpose of this 
work is to develop a sound basis and a methodology for assigning both real energy as 
well as reactive reserves. 
 
In the arena of deregulated electric power markets, the concept of location-based 
marginal pricing (LBMP) is well-established and is commonly used to set electricity 
prices at a nodal level, making it possible to assign the cost of congestion to the locations 
that create it in the first place.  However, in the reserve power markets, no standard 
methods for location-based pricing of reserves exist.  Part of the problem lies in the fact 
that reserves must be sized and located to help the system survive major changes in the 
configuration of nodes with injections and changes in network topology due to line 
outages.  Traditionally, within each control area a certain amount of operating reserve is 
required, the assumption being that all generators in a given area cooperate to configure 
the flows to maintain the system in operation.  In a deregulated market, however, no 
cooperation exists and it may be possible that redispatching becomes extremely 
expensive.  Thus, it is hard to identify predefined areas, each with its own reserve 
requirements. 
 
This project is exploring several options for the solution of the reserve scheduling 
problem that are also compatible with the idea of a deregulated reserve market structure.  
One of the major questions is whether it is possible to devise a cost-minimizing 
scheduling algorithm for the spatially distributed reserve problem that reveals the 
location-based shadow prices for the reserve requirements.  The constraints imposed by 



grid security considerations should be taken into account in the procedure.  If this major 
question is answered in the affirmative, a framework for a reserve power market based on 
the computed shadow prices should be derived automatically from it. 
 
II PROBLEM FORMULATION 
 
Reserves are necessary to provide for contingencies and changes in load over future time 
intervals. Contingencies involving both lines and generators must be provided for. In 
terms of the optimization problem we consider a base case plus a list of other cases 
including contingencies and different loads. It is common to formulate the unit 
commitment problem with an index i for generating units and t for time slice. Here we 
substitute the index k for contingencies (possibly including the time slice). 
 
Rather than the unit commitment formulation 
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we suppress the unit commitment portion of the problem and concerns with ramp rates 
until section III and focus on the concept of reserves by attempting to minimize the 
expected cost  
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where pk is the probability of the kth contingency, G is a matrix of generator powers and 
Rik is the reserves needed from generator i for contingency k. The dependence of the 
reserve matrix R on the generation matrix G is important in constructing a suitable 
algorithm. Consider a simple example with three generators, a base case and three 
contingencies as shown in Table 1. 
 
 Generation   Reserves   
 Gen1 Gen2 Gen3 Gen1 Gen2 Gen3 
Base 50 250 100 100 0 50 
Contingency1 50 200 150 100 50 0 
Contingency2 100 150 150 50 100 0 
Contingency3 150 150 100 0 100 50 

 
Table 1 A Simple Example 

 
The generation for the base and for each contingency is found from an Optimal Power 
Flow (OPF). This isn’t a requirement but does provide a good initial guess for the 
optimization. The three generators represent different situations in terms of reserves. G3 
produces 100 MW of energy in the base case and is required to increase its output to 150 
MW for two of the contingencies. If one of those contingencies should occur G3 will be 
paid for generating 150 MW. In the other two cases, the base and contingency 3, G3 is 



paid (presumably at some other rate) for 100 MW of energy and 50 MW of reserve. The 
case for G1 has the minimum output from G1 as the base case with maximum reserves of 
100 MW. Contingencies 2 and 3 result in more output from G1, more energy payments 
and less reserve payment. G2 has maximum output in the base case with decreased output 
for all three contingencies. Note that if contingency 2, for example, happens G2 is 
required to limit its output to 200 MW. Since we might return to the base case after a 
contingency,  we regard the 50 MW required to return G2 to 250 MW as a reserve. Thus 
there is a reserve pattern for each contingency.  It is assumed that given a generation 
pattern G that the reserve matrix R, is computed from G.  For the example, 
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In general R can be computed from G as follows: Let R1=max(G) be a row vector 
containing the maximum of each column of G,  
 
For the example. 
 
  [ ]1502501501R =
 
Then, R= ones(K,1)*R1-G, i.e.,  
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Given any G a matrix R can then be computed. The OPF minimizes energy costs but does 
not consider the reserve cost. In the lossless transmission example note that the reserve 
definition produces 150 MW of reserve for the base case and each contingency. If the 
cost of reserves were the same for all generators then there would be a constant cost for 
reserves and the generation pattern would not affect the reserve cost. The new 
optimization is necessary, and there are locational reserve prices if there are losses and 
line constraints. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The optimization problem is to minimize the expected cost 
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subject to line constraints and energy balance constraints. As an example consider the 
system in Figure 1 with the two tie lines (4-12 and 23-24) constrained to flows of 10 
MVA and with offers from the six generators in the form of Figure 2. (note that f.(.) and r 
(.) are then piecewise linear)  The optimization is performed with the additional 
constraint that for each generating unit the sum of generation and reserve is less than or 
equal to the unit’s capacity. If DC load flow assumptions are used for the line constraints 
then the piecewise linear cost function can be manipulated so that a linear programming 
problem is produced. The alternative is to use AC power flows for the line constraints in 
order to incorporate reactive power and voltage issues into the reserve environment. The 
modified work statement (section IV) involves the development of software modeling the 
system in Figure 1 with offers as shown in Figure 2. At this size it seems reasonable that 
the AC power flows can be used even if this turns out not to be the case for very large 
systems  
 
A numerical simulation was run to test the linear program version using the system 
shown in Figure 3 .  The simulation involves a base-case and 30 line-out contingencies 
The contingencies were chosen such that if they occurred they would not cause the 
system to island.  Figure 3 shows the optimal dispatch for each generator as a function of 
the contingencies.  The “biggest” contingency is contingency #21, in which line No.28 
(the line connecting bus 15 and bus 23) is out. In that case, Generator #6 must supply 
most of the demand in area 2 because of the tie-line limit.  So the answer to the locational 
reserves problem for this case is that generator #6 must supply all the reserves.  Clearly 
then, generator #6 has reserve market power and could offer any price (presumably a 
high one) into the reserve market and get it  This is consistent with the situation observed 
in New York last year. 



 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. Sample System 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2. Block Prices for Energy and Reserves 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Figure 3:  Optimal generation dispatch for the six generators in 
    Figure 1 and 30 line contingencies 
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I�Q_SïYð ?|ð @ Û ò ó6u > z Ë�õ uwÛ�z uc£Y¥{z
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ÙrÚ < × Ý�ß Ç È*Ê�Ë�Æ?Ì uc£^³�z
×Bþ ù ÿ Ê ù þ uc£¬�Jz

Û Í ö uc£Yµ{z
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�Ù Þ �< × �Ý�ß Ç �È u Ê=ËB��Ê z Ë �Æ?Ì u¶àJàJz
× �þ ù �ÿ �Ê ù �þ u¶àV¥{z

Û�ÜkÝ ø�÷ Ï ù �> ù Û0Ü
Ý ø�ú¡û u¶àP³�z
Û�Ü��ÝC� ù � > ù Û0Ü��Ý$� u¶àJ�Jz

Û�Ü � > ÇD� < HJ[ Û�Ü �> Ç �< u¶àVµ{z
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Ë Ïkdf èhg � Ï âf ÷ g � _ ÷_ð è u4< ÷Rð è × Û ÷_ð è > ÷_ð è z
Ë Ï df èhg � Ï?âf ÷ g � a�÷_ð è u �<^é ü ê × ÛT÷_ð è �> ÷_ð è z u¶à"�Jz

Ç Ï?âf
÷ g � Ï dfèhg � l ÛT÷_ð è ó¢÷¡u > ÷_ð èm z Ë�õ ÷_ð è uwÛ¢÷Rðji±z × _F÷_ð è ÛT÷_ð è > ÷_ð è × a�÷_ð è ÛT÷_ð è �> ÷_ð èon

Ë Ïkdf èhg � Ï âf ÷ g � u�_ ÷_ð è < ÷_ð è Ë a ÷_ð è �< ÷_ð è z u¶àV²{z
Ç c � u Ø ü _ ü a�z Ë c � u�X ü _ ü a�z u¶àV¯{z

@ bFLTNVU�HJ`�°�E?GeC'QR]VExG?NVS�SFHYX-`jExbMEe�TSFEeb�NVA
�wHJURU_HYX=Ae�
p u�_ ü a�z Ç I�QRSßrq�s ð t qeu � c � u Ø ü _ ü a�z Ë c � u�X ü _ ü a�z¡�Ç I�Q_Sßrq�s c � u Ø ü _ ü a�z Ë I�QRSt q�u c � u�X ü _ ü a�z u�¥J�{z
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Ïedfèhg � Ï âf ÷ g � �±Û ÷_ð è ó ÷ u > ÷Rð è z Ë�õ ÷_ð è uôÛ ÷_ðji z��

Ë Ï dfèhg � Ï?âf ÷ g � _F÷_ð è u4<?÷_ð è × Û¢÷Rð è > ÷_ð è z
Ë Ï dfèhg � Ï?âf ÷ g � a�÷_ð è u �<?÷_ð è × ÛT÷_ð è �> ÷_ð è z u�¥M£¬z
Ë Ï dfèhg � Ï âf ÷ g �xwà u�<?÷_ð è × ÛT÷_ð è > ÷_ð è z �
Ë Ïkdfèhg � Ï âf ÷ g �xwà u �<^é ü ê × Û ÷_ð è �> ÷_ð è z u�¥{àJz
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Ïedfèhg � Ï?âf ÷ g � w u4< ÷Rð

èz � � × Û ÷Rð èz � � > ÷_ð èz � � zeu�< ÷_ð è × Û ÷_ð è > ÷_ð è z
Ë Ï dfèhg � Ï?âf ÷ g � {à}| u�<?÷_ð è × < ÷_ð èz � � z � Ë uôÛT÷_ð è > ÷_ð è × Û ÷_ð èz � � > ÷Rð èz � � z �k~
Ë Ï dfèhg � Ï?âf ÷ g � w u �< ÷Rð
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Ïeâf
÷ g � Ï dfèhg �

��� �� Û ÷Rð è ó ÷ u > ÷_ð è z Ë�õ ÷Rð è uôÛ ÷ z
Ë��� uwÛ ÷_ð è > ÷_ð è z � × u4_ ÷Rð èz � � Ë w � ÷_ð

èz � � Ë { Û ÷_ð èz � � > ÷Rð èz � � zcÛ ÷_ð è > ÷Rð èË �� uwÛ ÷Rð è �> ÷_ð è z � × u�a ÷Rð èz � � Ë w �� ÷Rð
èz � � Ë { Û ÷Rð èz � � �> ÷_ð èz � � zcÛ ÷_ð è �> ÷_ð è

� ����
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Ë {
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IV WORKPLAN.  
 
The modified workplan is: 
 
Task 1. Develop a combined economic and technical model for New York State Thomas. 
Jan 1, 2001 - July 1, 2001 
 
Task 2. Formulate the reserve commitment problem as an optimization problem. Thomas 
and Thorp April 1, 2001 - Sept 1, 2001 

a) Conceptually as a nonlinear (stochastic) optimization problem 
b) Approximate linear problem formulation 

The problem is related to the unit commitment problem but must include a set of credible 
contingencies. The value of an accurate linearization is that some form of Linear 
Programming could be used and the dual variables obtained from the solution could yield 
marginal prices. 
 
Task 3. Develop algorithms to solve the reserve commitment problem. Thorp.  Sept 1, 
2001 - March 31, 2002 
 
Task 4. Experimental testing of multidimensional energy/reserve markets using the 
software and human decision makers. Thomas and Thorp. Jan 2002- Dec 2002 
 
Task 5. Develop techniques for reducing the number of contingencies used in the reserve 
calculation.  Thomas July 2001- Sept 2002 
 
Task  6. Test and modify the algorithms on the New York model. Sept 2002 - Dec 2002 
 
Task 7, Prepare final report Thomas and Thorp Sept 1, 2002 - Dec 31, 2002 
 
 
 


	II PROBLEM FORMULATION
	Reserves are necessary to provide for contingencies and changes in load over future time intervals. Contingencies involving both lines and generators must be provided for. In terms of the optimization problem we consider a base case plus a list of other
	Rather than the unit commitment formulation
	we suppress the unit commitment portion of the problem and concerns with ramp rates until section III and focus on the concept of reserves by attempting to minimize the expected cost
	where pk is the probability of the kth contingency, G is a matrix of generator powers and Rik is the reserves needed from generator i for contingency k. The dependence of the reserve matrix R on the generation matrix G is important in constructing a suit
	Generation
	Reserves
	Gen1
	Gen2
	Gen3
	Gen1
	Gen2
	Gen3
	Base
	50
	250
	100
	100
	0
	50
	
	
	Contingency1
	50
	200
	150
	100
	50
	0
	Contingency2
	100
	150
	150
	50
	100
	0



	Given any G a matrix R can then be computed. The OPF minimizes energy costs but does not consider the reserve cost. In the lossless transmission example note that the reserve definition produces 150 MW of reserve for the base case and each contingency. I
	
	
	The optimization problem is to minimize the expected cost




	subject to line constraints and energy balance constraints. As an example consider the system in Figure 1 with the two tie lines (4-12 and 23-24) constrained to flows of 10 MVA and with offers from the six generators in the form of Figure 2. (note tha

