CONDITIONS FOR SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM COMPLETION

The Sobriety Court process is designed to place a defendant in treatment in five basic phases. The first four phases require seven to seventeen months to complete successfully. It is likely that some defendants will slip along the way and be required to repeat phases before graduating from the program. The fifth phase is a period up to one year following graduation from the program during which the defendant must remain drug and conviction free.

The five phases basically involve a) intensive treatment and supervision; b) medium treatment and supervision; c) focus on life skills such as education and employment; d) pre-graduation phase with continued focus on life skills; and e) graduation and aftercare.

To be successfully terminated from the Sobriety Court Program, the Court will consider the following factors:

1. Completion of the Sobriety Court Program and required aftercare services;

2. Negative alcohol/drug tests;

3. Gainful employment, commitment to an education or vocational program;

4. No arrests or court complaints for any crimes or violations of program or parole;

5. If on probation or parole for any other offense, demonstrated compliance with probation or parole conditions.

Successful completion of the program is reached at the end of the fourth phase, during which all treatment requirements will be met, including attendance for treatment and case management, drug-free urinalysis, and no new arrests resulting in conviction during the treatment period. Successful completion of program requirements earns the defendant graduation from the Sobriety Court and will be accompanied by an aftercare plan and referrals.

SANCTIONS/TERMINATION FOR NON-COMPLIANCE

The court can impose sanctions for non-compliance. Non-compliance involves, but is not limited to, failure to provide a negative drug/alcohol screen, failure to appear for a required drug/alcohol screen, failure to report to the case manager or a sobriety court session, and failure to cooperate with treatment, education, and/or self help programs. Sanctions include, but are not limited to, community service or work crew, tether, short jail sentence, increased treatment or urinalysis, increased self-help groups, increased court attendance, and return to an earlier phase of Sobriety Court.

To be terminated unsuccessfully from the Sobriety Court Program, the Court will consider the following factors:

1. Severity of a new criminal complaint

2. Despite the imposition of sanctions, continued failure to:

a. appear for Sobriety Court sessions as scheduled;

b. report for appointment with the case manager or to attend treatment sessions;

c. repeated positive alcohol or drug tests for failure to report for drug/alcohol testing.

In general, the defendant should receive treatment services for a minimum of one month prior to any consideration for unsuccessful termination
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