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On  January  2, 2006, about 1100 Alaska standard time, a wheel-equipped Cessna 180 airplane, N212RF,
sustained  substantial damage when it collided with terrain during maneuvering flight, about 7 miles
east  of  Seward,  Alaska.    The  airplane was being operated by the pilot as a visual flight rules
(VFR)  personal  cross-country  flight under Title 14, CFR Part 91, when the accident occurred.  The
airline  transport  pilot received serious injuries, and the sole passenger received fatal injuries.
Visual  meteorological  conditions prevailed, and no flight plan was filed.  The flight departed the
Quartz Creek airstrip, Cooper Landing, Alaska, about 1030.

A  U.S.  Coast  Guard C-130 airplane from Coast Guard Air Station Kodiak, was  flying in the area of
the  accident,  and  received  an  emergency  signal  from the accident airplane's emergency locator
transmitter  (ELT),  about  1205.    The  Coast  Guard airplane located the accident airplane on the
Godwin  Glacier,  and  relayed  its  location  to the Rescue Coordination Center (RCC) in Anchorage,
Alaska.   A helicopter from the Alaska, Air National Guard, 210th Rescue Squadron, was dispatched to
the  scene,  but  was  unable  to  reach  the site due to clouds obscuring the accident site.  After
aborting  several  attempts  to reach the site due to weather on the glacier, the helicopter made it
to the site about 2000.

During  a  telephone  conversation  with  the  National  Transportation  Safety  Board  (NTSB)
investigator-in-charge  (IIC)  on  January 4, the Air National Guard para-rescue technician who made
initial  contact  with  the  pilot,  said  the  pilot  told  him  he had been flying up the glacier,
encountered  a  downdraft,  and  was  being  pushed down.  He said the pilot told him he turned down
slope  to  "escape"  when  the  airplane contacted the glacier.  The rescue technician described the
accident  site as a snow-covered glacial slope of 10 degrees or less, about 4,100 feet in elevation,
and  noted  that  they  were  able  to  land  their  helicopter  on the slope.  He said the airplane
contacted  the  glacier  up  slope  from  where  it  had come to rest, and that the landing gear had
separated from the airplane, and lay upslope from the main wreckage.

During  an  interview with the NTSB IIC and an FAA Aviation Safety Inspector on January 4, the pilot
said  he  departed  Cooper Landing for a private airstrip he frequents at Cape Junken, Alaska, which
is  typically a 30 minute flight.  He said his general routine is to fly over Seward, cross a saddle
near  the  top of the glacier at 4,500 feet above sea level, and proceed to Cape Junken.  He said he
did  not  recall  anything out of the ordinary, and said there were no problems with the airplane or
its engine.  He said he does not have any independent recollection of the accident.

During  a  telephone  conversation  with  the  NTSB IIC on January 12, the aircraft commander of the
Coast  Guard  C-130  airplane  that  located the wreckage, said they were transiting the area of the
accident  when  they  received  a  signal from the accident airplane's emergency locator transmitter
(ELT).    He said the area had an overcast cloud cover, which was underneath them.  He located clear
air  where  they  could descend, and returned to the accident site underneath the overcast.  He said
they  could see up the glacier, and that there was about 200 feet of clearance between the saddle at
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the  top  of  the  glacier  and  the  cloud  cover.    He said as they passed over the accident site
approaching  the  saddle,  their  navigation  instruments indicated a 40 knot headwind, and that the
mountaintops  on  either  side  of the glacier were obscured by clouds.  The aircraft commander said
they  were  able  to  circle  in  a bowl near the accident site for a short time until deteriorating
weather forced them back on top of the overcast.

In  a  written statement to the NTSB dated January 27, the pilot wrote that while maneuvering in the
mountains  at  4,500  feet  altitude,  he  encountered  what  he  believed was severe turbulence and
downdrafts.

An  area weather forecast valid at the time of the accident, indicated areas of marginal VFR weather
with  rain  and snow showers.  The forecast does not indicate any turbulence.  The closest automated
weather  reporting  facility  is  at  the  Seward  Airport,  about  7  miles from the accident site.
Observations  taken  during the timeframe of the accident indicate rapidly varying visibilities from
10 miles to less than 1 mile, and ceilings varying from 100 feet to 6,000 feet.

As  of  August  2006,  the  airplane  was not recovered from the glacier.  No pieces or parts of the
accident airplane were taken or retained by the NTSB.
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Administrative Information
Investigator-In-Charge (IIC)

Additional Persons Participating in This Accident/Incident Investigation:
Mike   Dolsen
Anchorage, FSDO-03
Anchorage, AK

Lawrence R. Lewis
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