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You Never Outgrow Your Need for Earth

Take Your Child to Work Day

Grows Greener
By Belle Waring

n Apr. 26, under a moody spring sky,

NIH dovetailed Take Your Child to
Work Day with Earth Day, widening its
biomedical focus to include environmental
education for children and featuring NIH
director Dr. Elias Zerhouni’s close encoun-
ters with Ben Franklin, the Mad Hatter and
“IT,” the mystery flower.

“T came to a science place when [ was a
kid,” Zerhouni told the children thronging
the Bldg. 1 lawn, “and [ knew about Mr.
Franklin. [ wanted to be like you; I wanted
to contribute something. One of you said
you want to be NIH director of the future,

and that’s a great dream to have.”
SEE EARTH DAY, PAGE 6

Complying with HSPD-12
High-Tech ID Cards Coming to NIH
By Belle Waring

For the thousands of NIH’ers whose ID badg-
es will expire between now and October, their
upcoming renewal process may be different this
time: both more comprehensive and more sen-
sitive. To comply with Homeland Security Pres-
idential Directive (HSPD) 12, signed in 2004,
all federal executive departments and agencies
must put in place a standard for “secure and
reliable” identification for employees, contrac-
tors and affiliates.

According to OMB guidelines, by October
2008, every federal employee and contrac-
tor is to have completed the HSPD-12 process
known as personal identity verification (PIV).

NIH’s current effort is focusing on badges set
to expire between now and October, which will
affect approximately 5,500 employees, con-
tractors and volunteers. In security-speak,
NIH is now in the first phase, PIV-1, when
personal information is collected, verified and

SEE NEW BADGES, PAGE 8

At NIH's combined observances of Earth Day and
Take Your Child to Work Day, NCI-Frederick’s
Dr. David Newman, chief of the Natural Products
Branch, explains how protecting endangered
species helps us find new plant compounds and
new drugs.

Cohen Inducted into NICHD Hall of Honor

Long-term NICHD grantee Dr. Stanley Cohen
was inducted into the institute’s Hall of Honor
recently. Cohen, who won the Nobel Prize in
physiology or medicine in 1986 for his part in
the discovery of growth factors, was the 16th
Hall of Honor inductee. At the most recent
NICHD council, he reminisced about his long
research career.

The Hall of Honor, located on the second floor
of Bldg. 31, features commemorative plaques
describing the contributions of scientists that
NICHD has supported during its more than
40-year history. The award recognizes intra-
mural scientists and extramural grantees who
made outstanding contributions to both sci-
ence and human health.

“Like the other members of the NICHD Hall of
Honor, Stanley Cohen advanced human health
through scientific discoveries,” said NICHD
director Dr. Duane Alexander.

Growth factors are naturally occurring pro-
teins that stimulate cells to divide or to form

SEE COHEN, PAGE 4




Right:

NIH director Dr. Elias Zerhouni
points to a greener future for one of
Earth Day’s quiz winners, 9-year-old
Sierra Cheri, as Randy Schools (1),
president of the R&W Association,
looks on.

Below:

Although the spotted salamander is
primarily subterranean, this fellow
was found beneath surface debris on
a cool, damp day in the forest behind
NIHAC, NIH's Poolesville facility.
He has been returned to the wild.

Bottom:

To help kids see how pollutants
contaminate the watershed, DEP
Engineer Brian Kim sprinkled

grit on the “ground,” then invited
children to deploy spray bottles. As
the grit turned the stream red, they
got the picture.
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EARTH DAY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

It was a day made for kids to dream green—a
day free from school, bright with balloons, Fris-
bee tosses and cool giveaways. After the nature
walks, green roofs and red-eared turtles; after
the composting demos and spotted salaman-
ders, Sunshine the Clown and Rocco the Recy-
cling Dog; after browsing displays on watershed
protection, forest restoration, radiation safety,
waste management and the NIH Bicycle Com-
muter Club; after scoping out energy conserva-
tion, alternative-fuel vehicles, the Mercury-Free
NIH campaign and “Pharmacy Island”; after
sampling lunch and completing “green” quizzes,
it was time—at last—for prizes.

Zerhouni awarded stuffed toy monkeys wear-
ing NIH T-shirts to children whose names were
drawn at random from all quiz entries. Lucky
winners were Noah Luckenbaugh, Jordyn Park-
er, Megan McClure, Sierra Cheri and Rachit
Agarwal.

“I'm coming to work for NIH when I get out of
college. This is where I want to work,” said 9-
year-old Sierra Cheri. Her mother, ORF’s Sheila
Cheri, who has worked at NIH for 22 years, was
not arguing: “I told her, I'm glad you feel that
way,” she said, “and I hope you feel that way 10
years from now.”

The grownups’ turn followed as Zerhouni pre-
sented awards to those who had identified the
mysterious flower “IT” and what “IT” says about
protecting our environment (see NIH Record,
Apr. 20, 2007). Winners had correctly identi-
fied the Sceletium tortuosum, a succulent plant
belonging to the ice plant family, or Aizoaceae,

native to South Africa and used by Khoisan peo-
ple as a sedative, mood enhancer and analgesic.
Sceletium is becoming increasingly scarce.

“You will find it growing wild out in the Karoo,”
NCI-Frederick’s Dr. David Newman told the
crowd. “Protecting endangered species is close-
ly related to our mission of finding new plant
compounds and new drugs. We look at how it
relates to biodiversity.” For example, he said,
certain plants produce a fungus that in turn
produces taxol, a chemotherapy drug. “The les-
sons for young people? Make certain you stop
clear-cutting forests.”

Grand prize winners Dr. Rajaram Shantadurga,
NINDS, and Keith Ball, ORS, received T-shirts
and gift certificates. In addition, the Bean Bag,
alocal eatery, will come to campus and cater
lunch for them and their coworkers. The eight
runners-up received T-shirts. All prizes were
donated by the NIH-NOAA Recreation and Wel-
fare Association.

And about that post-event cleanup? Even our
trash is going greener. This Earth Day marked
NIH’s first “zero-waste event,” when food scraps,
biodegradable plates and utensils were collected
and transferred to FDA where, instead of being
sorted, they got ground up together and voilal—
a new kind of compost is born. Gareth Buck-
land, the Division of Environmental Protection’s
recycling guru, explained: “The idea is to convert
all events into zero-waste events” and when the
utensils are made of potato starch, not plastic,
even these can go into the mix.

Buckland was keen to share the good news: NIH
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Ben Franklin (r), portrayed by actor Barry Stevens, electrifies the audience
on the Bldg. 1 lawn.

is a winner in the 2007 Federal Electronics Reuse and Recycling Cam-
paign. Accepting the award at the Apr. 17 White House Presidential
Hall ceremony was the Division of Personal Property Services, which
collects and reuses/recycles computers. NIH took the prize in “Large
Facilities—Civilian” for the eastern region.

“So it’s nice to have the kids here today,” said Buckland. “[Being
green] can be ingrained in their lives.”

Above:
Zerhouni awards “IT” contest
prize—a ‘Reduce/Reuse/Recycle” T-
shirt —to Dr. Rajaram Shantadurga
(D of NINDS and Keith Ball of
ORS. As grand prizewinners, they
correctly identified the Sceletium
tortuosum.

Right:

The Mad Hatter, a.k.a. Capt. Ed
Rau, passes out stickers for NIH's
mercury-elimination campaign.

AN

Top:
Capt. Ed Pfister (r) introduces the Red-Eared Slider to Per-Niklas
Barth as Green Roofs guru and mom Katrin Scholz-Barth looks on.

Middle:
Nicole Huntington of the Transportation Management Branch
shows kids energy-saving travel options.

Bottom:

Dr. Mike ladarola (1) of NIDCR assists with sap extraction of the
candelabra tree, a.k.a. Naboom. The milky white latex-like sap,
which can be collected without hurting the plant, is being tested for
potentially useful compounds.





