Key to Nest Cards

Stage:

Nest Fate
Empty

Fledged (saw fledglings or adults carrying food)
Building

Assumed fledged (evidence, but not fledglings seen)
Laying (eggs, but female not incubating)
Failed - Abandoned
Incubating (female sitting on eggs)
Failed - Predation
Hatching (the day that nestlings hatch)
Failed - Human
Nestlings
Failed – Weather 
Fledglings (when young are seen outside the box)
Failed - Starved


Failed - Unknown
Parent attending the young:
Helpers
Male

Yes (if yes, put banded status in comments)
Female

No

Both

Unknown

None
Egg status:
Chick Status:
1) Warm, dry
1)  Naked

2) Cold, dry
2)  Natal down

3) Warm, wet
3)  Feathers just breaking skin

4) Cold, wet
4)  Pin feathers wing < 5 mm


5) Piping
5)  Pin feathers wing 5-15 mm
6) Hatching 
6)  Wing feathers < 5 mm
7) Fragments, wet with blood/tissue
7) Wing feathers 5 – 15 mm
8) Fragments, wet no blood/tissue
8)  Wing feathers complete
9) Fragments, dried with blood/tissue


10) Fragments, dried no blood/tissue


Nest parasites seen:
Chick behavior

1)  No parasites visable
1)  No response to observer

2)  Blowfly larvae
2)  Beg when nest touched or checked

3)  Lice
3)  Huddle when nest touched or checked

4)  Mites
4)  Fledged when nest checked

5)  Unknown parasites
Nest condition (at end of nesting attempt):
Harvest
Perfect, intact
1)  Grass growing
Unfinished
2)  Grass actively being cut

Lining torn out
3)  Grass drying

Nest pulled out of box
4)  Grass gathered
Feces on rim
5)  Tree’s trimmed
Feces on cup
6)  Insecticide application
Feces on wall
7)  Herbicide application
Feces at/on entrance
8)  Fertilizer application
No feces present
9)  None
Grass height:  Grass height in grass field, pasture, or surrounding grasslands, if applicable.  Please measure to the nearest cm (see ruler on the side of datasheet).  

Obs.:  Observer initials

Proof:  Initials of the person that proofed the entry into the database
