WestEd is developing a two-part assessmentsystem. First, teacher candidates will workcollaboratively with their colleagues to assemblea structured portfolio of their work which mayinclude, for example, a videotape of aninvestigation lesson, samples of student work,written materials used for a unit, evidence ofcollaboration with colleagues, and/or reflectiveessays. The second stage of evaluation involvesteachers coming to an assessment center wherethey may be asked to do a variety of tasks, suchas designing a hands-on investigation given a listof resources or using technology to demonstratethe depth and breadth of their knowledge ofscience.Who is Eligible for Science Certification?To stand for the Adolescence/Young Adulthood(AYA) National Board Certification in Science,candidates must meet minimum eligibilityrequirements including a baccalaureate degreeand at least three years of classroom scienceteaching experience. In addition, candidatesmust currently be teaching at least one scienceclass in the same field in which they wish toobtain certification (e.g., physical, life orEarth/space sciences). To qualify for the AYAdevelopmental level, there must be at least eightstudents in the teacher�s science class and at least50% of the students must be 14�18+ years ofage (no post-secondary classes).Who Is Involved in the DevelopmentProcess?To meet this assessment development challenge,WestEd staff is working collaboratively with atalented and accomplished group ofprofessionals. Included is a cadre of exemplaryscience teachers, nationally recognized universityprofessors, educational researchers andmeasurement specialists. Further consultation isprovided by a fairness in testing review groupthat will evaluate the assessment process withregard to diversity and fairness.National professional organizations and scientistswill also be working with WestEd to exploreissues related to science content. Expert teachersare at the core of the entire development process.They are intimately involved in the design andpre-pilot testing of portfolio entries andassessment center exercises and scoring system(rubrics, criteria) and in pilot testing (December1996�June 1998). The portfolio will beavailable to candidates during the 1997�98school year and the assessment center exerciseswill be available in August 1998.If you would like to know more about thedevelopment of this national science teacherassessment system or want to participate indevelopment activities, contact:Kristin HershbellWestEdLos Altos Hills Office12345 El Monte RoadLos Altos Hills, CA 94022-4599Voice 415.949.8462Fax 415.949.8482Email: khershb@wested.org