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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                                       Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA HEAD START RELOCATES HEADQUARTERS
USDA Rural Development Funds of $212,500 Assists With the Project
(Belle Fourche, SD – July 19, 2007)  USDA Rural Development Manager Nancy Clarke met with Technology for the Rural Enhancement of Communities (TREC) officials to award $212,500 in loan and grant funding for the purchase and remodeling of an existing office building in Belle Fourche.  The upgraded facility will house the administration for TREC - Badlands Head Start/Early Head Start (BHS/EHS) programs. 
TREC is the 501(c) (3) grantee for Badlands Head Start/Early Head Start funding from the US Department of Health & Human Services Administration for Children and Families.  BHS/EHS programs provide home-based Early Head Start services to eligible families in Perkins, Harding, and Butte Counties, as well as either home based and/or center based Head Start services for eligible families in Corson, Perkins, Harding, Shannon, and Bennett Counties.  Rural Development community facility loan funds of $185,000 and grant funds of $27,500 will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $20,000 for the purchase and remodeling of the facility.

“On behalf of the TREC Board, BHS/EHS Policy Council and staff, I would like to say that we are extremely thankful for the support we have received from the USDA Rural Development office, the Head Start Region VIII office, BHS/EHS’ families and our Community Partners in making this purchase possible.  We are also excited about the opportunities that are being presented through this purchase for TREC – Badlands Head Start/Early Head Start programs,” said Douglas Jacobson, Executive Director for TREC.
Mike Jaspers, USDA Rural Development State Director stated, “These federal funds will ensure the continuation of a valuable educational service for our children,” said Jaspers.  “Last Year alone, BHS/EHS provided service to 266 children in six counties in western South Dakota including Butte, Perkins, Harding, Corson, Shannon and Bennett.”

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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