Lorraine Twerdok, Ph.D., DABT
TWERDOK CONSULTING, LLC
Health & Environmental Toxicology Consulting

[date]

July 7, 2008
RE:
9 CFR Part 2 [Docket No. APHIS-2006-0024] RIN 0579-AC14

PR:  “Minimum Age Requirements for the Transport of Animals”
United States Department of Agriculture

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
Regulatory Analysis and Development
PPD, APHIS, Station 3A-03.8
4700 River Road Unit 118
Riverdale, MD 20737-1238 
To Whom It May Concern:
We are writing in support of the above referenced PROPOSED RULE (PR) to amend the Animal Welfare Act regulations by adding minimum age requirements for the transport in commerce of animals.   We are aware that the current regulations address age limits for dogs and cats, but that no corresponding regulations exist for ferrets.  

We agree and strongly support your proposal to amend the current regulations to restrict the transport of ferrets that are less than 8 weeks of age, unless certain conditions have been met, as outlined in the PR. 

For both the domestic ferret (Mustela putorius furo) and the wild black-footed ferret (Mustela nigripes), establishing federal minimum age requirements for the transport in commerce of ferrets, and providing for the transport of animals that have not met the minimum age of 8 weeks of age, are necessary to help ensure the humane treatment of these animals.
Sincerely, 
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Lorraine Twerdok, Ph.D., DABT
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