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	Implementation Priority: 

	Rationale: The distribution and abundance of waterbirds including seaducks, diving ducks, loons, and seabirds along the Atlantic States is largely unknown beyond a few hundred meters from shore. Some data from standardized shipboard surveys of waterbirds from the late 1970's and early 80's exists. Some data is available in digital form and other data exists only in paper files. Other data from bird watching trips since the 1970’s exists and in some cases may be the only data for distribution of rare birds or for some geographic areas. These data are needed now to influence coastal activities, and the sources will be lost as time goes on.


	Objectives:

· Pull together existing waterbird shipboard and aerial data sets for the northern U.S. Atlantic seaboard and incorporate them into a GIS for easy access (similar projects are currently underway in Alaska and on the west coast)

· Purchase and enter data, and reformat existing digital data

· Produce and distribute an interactive CD for government and public use

	Deliverables:
· GIS database
· Interactive CD



	Location: U.S. Atlantic waters to 200 nm (offshore of BCR 30)

	Target Species: Black-legged Kittiwake, Sooty Shearwater, Audubon’s Shearwater, Parasitic Jaeger, Cory’s Shearwater, Great Skua, Pomarine Jaeger, Long-tailed Jaeger, Wilson’s Storm-Petrel, Leach’s Storm-Petrel, Greater Shearwater, Manx Shearwater, South Polar Skua, Common Loon, Red-throated Loon, Black Guillemot, Black-headed Gull, Bonapart’s Gull, Bridled Tern, Common Murre, Double-crested Cormorant, Foster’s Tern, Glaucous Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, Great Cormorant, Herring Gull, Horned Grebe, Iceland Gull, Northern Fulmar, Northern Gannett, Razorbill, Ring-necked Grebe, Roseate Tern, Sabine’s Gull, Thick-billed Murre, diving ducks, and seaducks


	Timeline: 1-3 years

	Lead Organization: USFWS or MMS or NMFS or NOAA

	Activity: Research and management

	

	Partner Organizations: USFWS, MMS, NMFS, various state wildlife agencies 



	Costs: $150,000 per year for two years for historical data acquisition and formatting


	Current Support: None

	Unfunded: $300,000

	Potential Sources: State Grants, MMS, USFWS, Wind Industry


