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	Submitted by:

Tom Hodgman

	Implementation Priority:  


	Rationale: Seabird abundance information is lacking, and what pelagic data exist are approximately 20 years old. At certain times of the year, large numbers of birds are vulnerable to at-sea oil spills, and certain commercial fishing practices. 


	Objectives:

· Determine offshore areas of high concentration of priority pelagic species through surveys (ship-board; transects)

	Deliverables:
· Atlas to identify waterbird density
· GIS layer for integration with other marine data


	Location: NW Atlantic continental shelf (Gulf of Maine; NY Bight, etc)

	Target Species: Pelagic species: Audubon’s Shearwater, Bonaparte’s Gull, Bridled Tern, Cory’s Shearwater, Dovekie, Glaucous Gull, Greater Shearwater, Great Skua, Iceland Gull, Little Black-backed Gull, Little Gull, Long-tailed Jaeger, Manx Shearwater, Northern Fulmar, Parasitic Jaeger, Pomarine Jaeger, Sabine’s Gull, Sooty Shearwater, South Polar Skua, Wilson’s Storm-Petrel


	Timeline: Should be year-round (perhaps only the summer to start)

	Lead Organization: Need one (perhaps a subcommittee within MANEM? USFWS?)

	Activity: Monitoring; Research; Management

	

	Partner Organizations: Potential with coastal states, USFWS, NGOs and others (NMFS?)


	Costs: To be determined 


	Current Support:  None


	Unfunded: All


	Potential Sources: Largely federal waters: USFWS, NMFS, etc.



