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Cantonment Tongue River (Fort Keogh) was started in earnest during the last few
months of 1876, as a result of Lieutenant Colonel Custer's defeat at the Little Big Horn
River. With Fort Keogh as a base, Colonel Nelson A. Miles subdued a vast area of
Montana and opened it up to what we know today as American culture. This thesis
tells of the early battles near the Post that won the peace, and the captured Indians who
became an important element of Fort Keogh. The economy of eastern Montana was
greatly enhanced by the efforts of the soldiers at Fort Keogh, as was the transportation
near the Post, since the railroad followed the soldiers to the area. The major importance
of Fort Keogh is not the great events of opening the West but the lives of its people and
how they dealt with the frontier that they encountered; Fort Keogh had many of these

people.
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PREFACE

Interest in the Army of the West is evident and much has been written on the topic.
Among the volumes on the Army moving west are a great many with a general
approach to the subject. These works give the reader an excellent view of the soldiers,
Indians and pioneers who played the key roles in the Army's move West. Another
critical part of the Western Army's story is covered in some reference works that have
been produced. Of primary concern here are those dealing with military posts of the
West. Dr. Robert W. Frazer's book entitled Forts of the West was the first to come to my
attention. This book which in large part inspired this work also reveals the vast
quantity of research yet to be done of a more specific nature in the area.

As my research deepened, | found that a closer look had been taken at the forts of the
Northwest. Herbert M. Hart's contribution entitled Old Forts of the Northwest
sketched a brief history of Fort Keogh as well as many other posts. The story along
with the pictures, both old and new, further spurred my interest in Fort Keogh. Two
other fine general treatments of old posts in the West were helpful. One by Don Miller
and Stan Cohen entitled Military & Trading Posts of Montana put Fort Keogh in its
geographic context and along with the other general works, gives the reader a good
jumping off place to this thesis. The other entitled Military Posts of Montana, written
by Michael Koury, is another fine example of a general work with much information.

| am indeed grateful for the invaluable assistance that was given to me by numerous
individuals. Among those who helped me find my way through some unfamiliar
places were Dale Floyd and Joseph Thomas from the National Archives. They opened
up the vast research resources of the Archives without which a major part of this thesis
could not have been written. Bob Clark, Debbie Marks and Lory Morrow of the
Montana Historical Society assisted me in the other major portion of the research. They
made valuable newspapers, photos and other primary material available thus giving
me a balanced view of the Fort. For all the material that time and money would not
allow me to see on location, Juanita Knox of California State University, Long Beach
interlibrary loan made access possible.

Special thanks are due to two professors from California State University, Long Beach.
Dr. Donald W. Peters, and Dr. David A. Williams who, while retired, offered their
invaluable assistance in this undertaking.

Indispensable aid was received from Dr. Nicholas Hardeman, who helped select the
topic, supplied research leads and recommended me to others who assisted. | must
acknowledge, however, that any errors in this work are mine.

My wife Mary cannot be overlooked for the immense contribution she made in her
encouragement of this effort. She also did a great deal of typing and editing. This was
all done in addition to her many other duties.



CHAPTER |
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE POST

Background

Colonel D. S. Stanley in 1873 led an expedition past the site that was to become Fort
Keogh, Montana. He reported on the condition of the Indians about supply and
ordnance. Due to these reported conditions Stanley recommended that a post be built
at the mouth of the Tongue River, as it was located in the middle of the Indian country
and could supply smaller posts in the area. Colonel Stanley’s choice of a site was a
good distance up the Yellowstone. The panic of 1873 ended what hope this idea might
have had.!

Plans were later made in Washington D.C. and the Northern Pacific Railroad that rails
should be put in across Montana and the area further developed. Elements of the
Army were sent into the area to make more maps and surveys of the region and these
units found great promise in the eastern part of Montana and western Dakota. This
area was the new home of the Sioux Indians who had been moved west from Minnesota
by the advancing American civilization.

As the Army opened up the Northern Plains it found an ally in the Crow Indians. They
had been pushed west by the Sioux and no love was lost between the two tribes. With
Crow Indians for their only friends in this otherwise hostile area, the Army entered in a
determined way.

After Lieutenant Colonel George A. Custer and a large part of the Seventh Cavalry lost
to the Sioux in June of 1876, the conditions were right for a post at the site that Colonel
Stanley recommended.

Location was the major concern of the Army in the formation of a new post. General of
the Army William Tecumseh Sherman ordered a cantonment to be established at the
mouth of Tongue River.2 Colonel Nelson Appleton Miles put this order dated August
28, 1876 into effect. Colonel Miles with most of the Fifth Infantry was in the field
during most of the fall and winter in 1876, so he sent Lieutenant Colonel Joseph N. G.
Whistler to select a location and start construction of a cantonment.3 Colonel Whistler
selected a site in a stand of cottonwoods west of the Tongue River and just south of the
Yellowstone River. The cantonment was thus afforded protection from the winter
winds by the rugged hills located north of the Yellowstone River.# This site situated at
latitude 46 degrees 24' 30", longitude 104 degrees 22' 27", was 297 miles from Bismarck,
Dakota Territory, the nearest railroad station,> and placed the new post in the heart of

1Bob Wright and Kathryn Wright, Territory of Treasures (Fort Collins, Colorado: The Old Army Press, 1972), p. 61.

2Secretary of War, Reports (For each of the years from 1876 through 1879) Washington, Government Printing Office, 1876-1879,
1876-1877, p. 487.

3Maurice Frink and Casey E. Barthelmess, Photographer on an Army Mule (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1965), p. 77.
4Mark H. Brown, The Plainsmen of the Yellowstone (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1961), p. 290.

SWashington, D.C., National Archives, Records of United States Army Continental Commands, Record Group 393. Report to
higher headquarters regarding the location of the new post, April 1879.




Indian country.

In large part Colonel Miles' success against the hostile Indians was due to the location of
the cantonment. It was the supply base from which he could act against bands of
Indians in their favorite area. With Colonel Miles' logistical problems managed
successfully, he was able to undermine the Indian morale and effectively clear the
country of hostiles,® as the United States government referred to Indians that resisted
government control. Location, as mentioned before and logistics were the two main
reasons for the effectiveness of the new post.

The supply of the new post was relatively inexpensive in that it was by rail and
steamboat. In the fall of 1876 the Yellowstone was at a normal low. This created a need
for use of the supply depot at Glendive Creek. Much wagon traffic was begun from
Glendive to the new post, and later, when low water closed the Yellowstone, wagons
hauled from farther down the waterway.” Most needed supplies were shipped in
during the high water season and Colonel Miles' troops were better supplied than
General Crook's or others that had previously campaigned in the area.8

General Alfred Terry did not want to pursue the Indians that had defeated Colonel
Custer. He also did not want any posts built in the area of the defeat.® As commander
of the Department of Dakota he feared his Department would lose many soldiers to the
cold and to supply problems. Colonel Miles felt that a winter campaign was possible
and General Sherman agreed. The hostile forces still ruled the country in late fall 1876
when General Terry returned to his Headquarters. As General Phillip Sheridan,
Commander of the Division of Missouri, had directed, Terry left Colonel Miles and the
Fifth Infantry behind to pursue the hostile forces.10

Colonel Miles stayed in the field and followed signs left by hostile Indians. Colonel
Whistler moved to the mouth of the Tongue River and started constructing the
cantonment; Lieutenant Colonel Elwell Stephen Otis of the Twenty-second Infantry
helped to supply the operations. The cantonment that resulted would become Fort
Keogh and exist for over three decades, defending the frontier and helping to prepare
part of the United States Army for global conflicts that were to come. It was among the
most important of "victory's bastions."!!

The cantonment that Colonel Whistler and his men built evolved into a full-blown post
and had gone by several names in its early days. Among the names used on the Post
Returns sent to General Terry's Headquarters at St. Paul, Minnesota were: Tongue
River, Camp Crook, Tongue River Agency, Camp Merritt, Tongue River Cantonment
and Fort Keogh. Fort Keogh first appeared on the Post Return dated October 1877 (see
the appendix for a complete list of units at the Post compiled from these Returns).
Before this it had been Cantonment at Tongue River. Other people of the time also

6Robert M. Utley, Frontier Regulars, (Bloomington:_Indiana University Press, 1973), p. 288.

’Secretary of War, Reports 1876-1877, p. 488.

8Utley, Frontier Regulars, p. 288.

%Virginia Johnson, The Unregimented General: A Biography of Nelson A. Miles (Boston: 1962), (no publisher cited), p. 107.
101bid., P. 108.

1Frink and Barthelmess, Photographer On An Army Mule, p. 71.




called it New Post on the Yellowstone, Cantonment or Post Number One and Tongue
River Barracks. The War Department on November 8, 1878 officially named it Fort
Keogh.1?

Fort Keogh was named for Captain Myles Walter Keogh, who was killed in the Custer
disaster of June 1876. Captain Keogh was a product of the Irish potato blight and other
related troubles of that time. As a young man Captain Keogh had dropped out of
college to look for adventure. He fought in the Algerian campaign for France and with
the Papal Army in a later conflict, before coming to the United States to take part in the
Civil War.13 He received many commendations from different generals during the Civil
War.14 Myles Keogh was brevet Lieutenant Colonel during the Civil War but following
demobilization was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Fourth United States
Cavalry. In November of 1866 as a captain he was given command of "I" Company,
Seventh Cavalry, which he would lead until his death at the Little Big Horn in June of
1876.15 The Indians who knew the Yellowstone River as the Elk River called Fort Keogh
the Elk River Fort.16 During the Fort's earliest days the troops called it by some
unprintable choices as living conditions were extremely poor.

Construction

The log structures that preceded the frame buildings at this post were crudely
constructed. They were built by digging trenches and placing logs vertically. Cracks
were filled with mud. The roofs were also made of logs and the cracks filled with mud.
Rain would cause the mud to run and the dismal vermin infested huts would become
even less liveable.l” These construction means were necessary as logs were plentiful but
tools were not. Supplies that were being moved were in large part for the campaign
under way. Most of the troops were in the field a great deal of the time and those
assigned to build the original structures spent much time in what was called the
"pineries” cutting logs. The method used was the saw pit with one man in the pit and
the other out, each handling one end of the ripsaw.1® This old cantonment would stand
for some years. In 1888, when the Twenty-second Infantry arrived at Fort Keogh, some
of the old log huts still stood but were in the process of being demolished.1?

Colonel Miles chose the site for the permanent Fort Keogh himself. From the old
cantonment, Colonel Miles went about one mile west to higher ground. An area of
about ninety square miles constituted the Reservation with the garrison located in the
northeastern corner.20 The garrison was laid out in accordance with War Department
plans, with officers' quarters facing in toward a diamond shaped parade field and the
sets of enlisted barracks facing the same diamond from the northeast and southeast.
The headquarters at the northern tip and the Commander's quarters was located at the

12Michael Koury, Military Posts of Montana (Bellevue, Nebraska: The Old Army Press, 1970) , p. 42.

13Raobert J. Ege, "Legend Was a Man Named Keogh," Montana the Magazine of Western History,16 (Spring 1966): 28.
141bid., P. 30.

151bid., p. 31.

16Frink and Barthelmess, Photographer on an Army Mule, p. 78.

17Koury, Military Posts of Montana, p. 56.

18Don Rickey, Jr., Forty Miles a Day on Beans and Hay (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1963), p.96.

19Frink and Barthelmess, Photographer on an Army Mule (8th photo after p. 72).

201bid., P. 77.




western tip of the diamond. Besides the twenty-one buildings that would face the
diamond, the post was to have thirty-nine more according to the original plan.21

All did not go according to plan, tight money being the biggest reason. Anxious officers
wanted the new quarters finished in a hurry so that families could be transported up
river to join them. Some officers had their families join them and stay in the old log
huts while others, on returning from the field and finding the new quarters not finished,
used their own money to continue construction as the few civilian employees were
ordered discharged. The officers requested that the government refund the $189.44, so
used.?2 The government started construction in earnest in December of 1877 after this
request for a refund was made.

With the "June rise" of water in 1877 came the steamboats with the material and crews
totaling about five hundred persons, some of whom would go on to Fort Custer.23
Captain Charles S. Heintzelman, the Army Quartermaster in charge of Fort Keogh's
construction, arrived about June 25, 1877.24 By early October of 1877 most of the
necessary supplies had reached Fort Keogh. Since the majority of buildings were frame
structures, nails were a big item. One hundred thirty-eight kegs of nails were on hand
as were twenty-one bundles of window sash and eighteen boxes of glass. Boxes of
drills, putty, and spikes indicate that the new fort would not consist of dark huts, but
fine frame homes. The job was rushed with the use of such equipment as augers,
screwdrivers, drills, jackscrew, triple pulley, counter shaft and pulley, gear wheels and
various other pulleys.?> Rough cut lumber was secured at the government sawmill near
the Yellowstone River and all the fine finished lumber was shipped in on steamboat.
This activity cost the government more than the $200,000 that it had authorized for the
construction of Fort Keogh and Fort Custer.

Among the major buildings were two cavalry barracks housing six troops at a cost of
$20,800, and two infantry barracks, which housed four companies costing $10,000.
Others were single company infantry barracks at $3,000 total, commander's quarters at
$3,300, thirteen officers' quarters built as duplexes and quadraplexes at a cost of $39,000,
stables for cavalry at $10,000, quartermaster storehouse at $2,200, commissary
warehouse at $2,500, bake house at $1,000, stables for trains, commander's office and
granary each at a cost of $2,000.26 The Quartermaster, in reporting the cost of
constructing Fort Keogh, indicated that $51,130.90 was spent on material, $74,192.81 on
transportation and $57,975.72 on labor for a total cost of $183,300.43.27 This amount is
near the total authorized by the Congress for both Fort Keogh and Fort Custer. In spite
of the over expenditure, not all required buildings were erected in 1877, but those
constructed were quickly occupied by anxious soldiers and families who were tired of

21Historical Building (Montana Historical Society ,Microfilm Collection #325, 1963).

2\Washington, D.C., National Archives Records of United States Army Continental Commands, Record Group 393. Various
documents, May 23, 1877.

ZRichard Upton, Fort Custer on the Big Horn 1877-1898 (Glendale, California: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1973), p. 29.
24Washington, D.C., National Archives microfilm rolls 572, 573, 574 (Fort Keogh). Returns from U.S. Military Posts, October 1876.
(Hereafter referred to as Returns from U.S. Military Posts.)

2Various documents, October 4, 1877, Record Group 393, National Archives.

2Frink and Barthelmess, Photographer on an Army Mule, p. 79.

21"A History of Fort Keogh to 1881," Records of United States Army Continental Commands, Record Group 393, National Archives,
Washington, D.C.




10
living at the rundown cantonment (see figure 1, Map of Fort Keogh).

A New Home

As the cantonment was being vacated, the Quartermaster had some trouble holding on
to Army property. With a mind to doing a little private construction in the area, some
people were taking lumber from the cantonment huts. Floors, windows, and door
frames disappeared. A circular 13 dated November 9, 1877, tried to put an end to this.28
Wives of the command spent months in anticipation of the move readying materials for
various needed furnishings such as curtains. Although she was pleased with the move
to the newly built fort, Captain Frank D. Baldwin's wife noted in her memoirs that the
cottonwood used in the fireplace burned quickly and gave off little heat. Pine not
sufficiently dry sparked a great deal with little heat emitted and with high foundations
under the quarters, the cold winds would billow the carpets and create a chill in the
homes. Banking the buildings with manure and dirt corrected this problem.2°

Etata
GEmpty
i

NYSEE AT
T pRhE. DARAED

e 5

Figure 1. Map of Fort Keogh in 1901. (Courtesy of National Archives.)

The enlisted dependents had much different living quarters. About 490 feet southeast
of the most easterly infantry barracks was located what the soldiers called "Tub Town."
The name was applied because most of the enlisted wives were regular company
laundresses helping with the family incomes.3? "Tub town" had from forty-eight to
sixty-five log buildings laid out on line. The distance between them was about thirty
feet, and they were constructed about nine dwellings across and six deep. Each place

28\Washington, D.C., National Archives, Records of United States Army Continental Commands, Record Group 393. Various
documents, November 9, 1877.

2Mark H. Brown and W. R. Felton, The Frontier Years (New York: Bramhall House, 1955), p. 127.

30John I. White, "D. J. 'Kid' O'Malley . . . Montana's Cowboy Poet," Montana the Magazine of Western History 17 (Summer 1967):62.
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had a designated yard area.3! These quarters, as the Army referred to them, were made
with cottonwood logs set on end and covered with earth roofs, as was the cantonment.32
The unmarried soldiers moved into the barracks when the buildings were finished.
Company F and K of the Fifth Infantry moved in November 1877, but other companies,
such as Company H, had to wait until May of 1878.33

As Fort Keogh continued to take shape, different buildings were in various stages of
construction. By the end of 1877 six barracks built to accommodate eleven companies
were near completion. With almost all the Fifth Infantry and elements of the Eleventh
and Twenty-second Infantry, plus elements of the Second and Seventh Cavalry, the
guarters housed about fourteen companies.3* The hospital was in partial use at the end
of 1877 but was far from completed. Other buildings under construction late in 1877
were the guard house, bakery, six cavalry stables (two were completed), two
guartermaster stables, two subsistance storehouses, one quartermaster storehouse, one
granary, quartermaster office, adjutant office, and commander's office.3> Other work
areas under construction were an ordnance store, magazine of hewn pine and
cottonwood logs covered with shingles, and an engine house and blacksmith /
wheelwright shops.3¢ Fort Keogh was one of the largest United States Army post then
and for several years. In the view of the soldiers, it was the most livable Post in the
West. Soon after the completion of most of the buildings in 1877, the Post had
recreational facilities to suit many soldiers such as a fine library and billiard hall.3” Due
to the still active hostile forces, the soldiers did not get to spend as much time as they
would have liked to on such recreation. The field called them forth to duty.

31Edward Maguin, First Lieutenant, Chief Engineer Dept. of Dakota 1878, Map drawn of Fort Keogh, National Archives,
Washington, D.C.

32Washington, D.C., National Archives, Records of United States Army Continental Commands, Record Group 393. Undated
report to the Department.

33Washington, D.C., National Archives, microfilm rolls 572, 573, 574 (Fort Keogh), Returns from U.S. Military Posts, October 1876.
34Washington, D.C., National Archives, Records of United States Army Continental Commands, Record Group 393. Undated
report to the Department.

35The last nine buildings were unpainted and on cottonwood posts as were many of the buildings at Fort Keogh.
36Washington, D.C., National Archives, Records of United States Army Continental Commands, Record Group 393. Undated
report to the Department.

3’Koury, Military Posts of Montana, p. 59.
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CHAPTER I
CAMPAIGNS: THE ACTIVE PERIOD

The First Winter

Among the early jobs that the soldiers had to attend to were the further construction of
the depot at Glendive Creek on the Yellowstone and the cantonment on the Tongue
River. The Glendive Creek depot was used to bring supplies up the river for both
construction and combat. Protecting its supply function caused a lot of escort duty
which led to some contact with hostile Indians as did the campaigns that Miles was also
conducting during the last half of 1876.38

As commander of the Department of Dakota, General Alfred Terry assigned General
Nelson Miles with his Fifth Infantry the task of patrolling the Yellowstone River to
ensure that no hostile forces could cross and make their way into Canada after their
defeat of Colonel Custer and the Seventh Cavalry.3° In this task General Miles was
greatly aided by Luther S. Kelly, better known as ““Yellowstone Kelly”. Kelly was
unlike most other scouts in that he had a good formal education, was not loud and did
not consume liquor, enjoy gambling or care for carousing.*® Yellowstone Kelly was
given other names by the troops at Fort Keogh. Among these names were "Kelly the
Silent" and "Kelly the Sphinx."1 Both titles indicate that he did not talk or brag much.
It is true he did not talk much with the average soldier, but he loved to talk if a person
shared his interest. Yellowstone Kelly enjoyed history and read it when he could. He
loved to discuss what he had read with others and would spend a great deal of time in
the Post photographer's studio doing just that.#2 While in the field Kelly also enjoyed
listening to Colonel Miles tell about his Civil War adventures. Each man thought a
great deal of the other.

Yellowstone Kelly loved nature and so was drawn to the wild country that was the
Yellowstone valley of his time. Born in New York, Kelly, soon after doing his part in
the Civil War, made his way west and because of his intelligence soon became adapted
to the Yellowstone country. He was of immense help to General Miles and Miles made
no secret of it. With regard to Miles' opinion of Yellowstone Kelly, one author wrote:

Miles found him kind, generous, "exceedingly enterprising, reliable, and
fearless," and with a knowledge of the topography and nature of the
upper Missouri and Yellowstone valleys that was "exceedingly
valuable."43

As another indication of Kelly's character, he only regarded one officer at Fort Keogh

38"A History of Fort Keogh to 1881," Records of United States Army Continental Commands, Record Group 393, National Archives,
Washington, D.C., October 1881.

39Robert M. Utley, Frontier Regulars. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1973), p. 269.

40Mark H. Brown and W. R. Felton, The Frontier Years (New York: Bramhall House, 1955), p. 41.

411bid., p. 105.

421bid., p. 41.

431bid., p. 105.
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with some awe, and this was Captain Eli Huggins of the Second Cavalry, because he
read several foreign languages and could also speak some of the various Indian
languages.*

The association between Yellowstone Kelly and Fort Keogh began soon after the Battle
of the Little Big Horn. When Kelly heard about this engagement, he arrived at General
Miles' camp at what was to be Fort Keogh after sending his "calling card" which was a
paw of a giant grizzly. General Miles then hired him as the chief scout.#> Some days
later, in late July of 1876, Kelly was off to the Milk River country learning what he could
of some semihostile Sioux reported in that region.4¢ The intelligence that Kelly returned
with greatly enhanced the hopes for the success of General Miles' planned operation
against hostile forces in that region.

With problems of military intelligence well in hand, Miles had the major ongoing
concern of supply still to deal with. In July and August of 1876, the Indians were still
situated in the Yellowstone valley in great numbers. On one occasion, July 29,
Yellowstone Kelly and a few other scouts encountered an attack in progress by some
Sioux. This attack was on a supply train traveling to the cantonment. While still some
distance off, Kelly could hear the artillery. It was an overcast day as Kelly and the
others topped the hills moving closer to the battle area. The supply train continued to
move along as the Indians darted at the column. The soldiers would fire at will as they
continued to escort the train.4” As Kelly and the other scouts neared the troops, they
came under fire from them. Owing to the poor visibility, the bullets had no effect, and
when Kelly rose up and shouted to the non-commissioned officer in charge, the firing of
the troops was stopped. Kelly then made his way to the head of the column where he
reported.48

Nearly a month later, on August 24, 1876, Miles reached the mouth of the Tongue River
aboard the Far West steamboat and put a company ashore to protect this crossing.
Captain Andrew G. Bennett was put in charge. Captain Edmund Rice was placed in
command of a company at Glendive as well.4® This was the last chance in 1876 that
Miles could use the water transport because of the low rivers. In early September, Miles
asked for fifteen hundred troops which was presumptuous due to his rank. General
(brevet) Miles was able to assemble a force of 850 men with the Fifth Infantry and part
of the Twenty-second Infantry under Lt. Col. Elwell S. Otis.

It was with this force that Miles would pursue the hostile forces under the leadership of
Sitting Bull, Gall and other chiefs who remained defiant to government authority. The
Sioux moved around the country at will and General Miles wanted to find them. The
hostile forces were not spotted first by Miles' fine scout but by Private Cassidy who,
while running dispatches from the embryonic Fort Keogh to Fort Buford, witnessed a

441bid., p. 105.

45Bob Wright and Kathryn Wright, Territory of Treasures (Fort Collins, Colorado: The Old Army Press, 1972), p. 76.

46_uther S. Kelly, "Yellowstone Kelly," Memoirs of Luther S. Kelly, ed. Milo M. Quaife (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1973), p. 149.

471bid., p. 155.

481bid., P. 156.

49Virginia Johnson, The Unregimented General: A Biography of Nelson A. Miles (Boston, 1962), P. 105.
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large band of Sioux fording the Yellowstone. During daylight he watched and later
made his way to tell Miles at the cantonment.>® General Miles would soon learn from
other sources that the Sioux were in the Yellowstone valley in force. On October 15,
1876, a supply train traveling between Glendive and the cantonment was attacked. This
train, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Otis of the Twenty-second Infantry,
had 86 wagons, 11 officers, and 185 enlisted men. The Indians numbered several
hundred and the fight went on for 12 hours.5! Sitting Bull sent word to Colonel Otis
telling him he must get off the road as it scared the buffalo, but the soldiers stayed on
course holding their ground.52 After word reached the cantonment of this encounter,
Miles ordered that preparation be made to move out in support of the supply train. On
October 17 this was effected.53 While Miles was enroute, some hostile forces attacked
his camp but had little effect. Bullets passed through Miles' tent over his cot, but
created no casualties. The Indians also failed in their main mission which was to
stampede the horses, because the horses had been securely placed.>*

When contact was made between General Miles and Sitting Bull at Clear Creek,
Montana, Miles asked to talk and after securing the area with artillery in a commanding
position, Miles advanced to meet with Sitting Bull. Lieutenant Robert K. Bailey and five
soldiers accompanied Miles. Johnny, "Big Leggins,"” Brughier a half-breed Sioux acted
as interpreter. Brughier for some unknown reason mistranslated, which caused some
suspicions.5> Sitting Bull had braves moving around to gain advantage. Miles
requested that this be halted; it was, and because Sitting Bull refused to surrender at the
meeting, he was given fifteen more minutes to decide.¢ Sitting Bull's answer was a shot
and this drew a remark from some soldiers, "That shot ends the talking; now for some
fighting.5’

After a battle in which the hostile forces were driven from the field and forced to leave a
great deal of equipment and supplies, Miles divided his command into three elements
in an effort to catch the fleeing Indians. The element under Captain Frank D. Baldwin
found Sitting Bull's band and forced him to sacrifice more equipment and some horses
as he continued to flee north.58 Other bands that had fled earlier with Sitting Bull, but
had chosen a different course, surrendered to Miles. Thus Miles, with the cantonment
as a base, was able to do part of the job that Colonel Custer and General Crook had
failed to do.

In early November Miles again divided his command and went north in pursuit of
Sitting Bull's band. Captain Simon Snyder made no contact with hostile forces and
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returned to the Post; Miles had the same result with his force. Captain Baldwin made
contact with the hostile forces at Bark Creek, Montana on December 7, 1876 and the
Indians fled to Canada.>®

This winter campaigning took some preparation. Few tents were sent to the
cantonment. The soldiers were forced to make do. This they did by cutting up wool
blankets for underwear. Grain sacks were tied around their buffalo overshoes and
their faces were protected with wool or fur.0 As an overcoat, the soldiers wore buffalo
coats produced by a Michigan company.6! Later these coats would be in demand
among the civilian population as Army field jackets were during the Vietnam War era.
Soldiers were sent to Company "Q" (the Guard House) for selling them. Besides what
the soldier had on his back during the winter campaigns of 1876-1877, he had a blanket,
shelter unit, pair of shoes, and a change of underwear. The normal rations and
ammunition were also taken.52 The conditions encountered were varied. Captain
Snyder's element faced temperatures ranging around ten below zero. Captain
Baldwin's force, while returning from its encounter with Sitting Bull at Bark Creek,
Montana, faced "minus forty degrees weather"; this was on December 23, 1876.63

The success of Captain Baldwin's pursuit of Sitting Bull was not due solely to the ability
of his Command to face hardship and move fast. Scout Joe Culbertson found Sitting
Bull's band in the large unmapped country of northern Montana.t4 Some of the other
scouts associated with the Post played important roles in the development of other
areas in the West. Yellowstone Kelly became an officer and served in Alaska as well as
other places. Johnny "Big Leggins" Brughier lived with Sitting Bull's band.
"Liver-Eating" Johnson became a lawman and lived a long life, dying in Los Angeles.
Joe Culbertson was a half-breed son of Alexander Culbertson, an Irishman involved in
the fur trade. Another scout was George Boyd who had club feet, and as the story goes,
this fact saved his life by confusing a Sioux hunting party. The Sioux did not know
what to make of the trail that Boyd left.6> These men and others played a vital role in
the success that was to come to the troops from Fort Keogh.

The Crow Indian scouts were not always so reliable as the scouts just mentioned. They
functioned well at finding the hostile forces, but it was hard to curb their hatred of the
Sioux. This hatred manifested itself on December 16, 1876 as a party of Sioux, among
them young Sitting Bull, arrived at the Post under a white flag to surrender. At 11:15
a.m., the Crow Indians killed the Sioux before they made it to the soldiers.56 The Crow
Indian involved ran for fear of what Colonel Miles would do.

This event made it much harder for Colonel Miles to convince the hostile forces under
Crazy Horse to surrender. Scouts were sent to talk but could not locate Crazy Horse.
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In late December, Miles sent Companies C and F of the Twenty-second Infantry under
Captain Charles J. Dickey and Company K of the Fifth Infantry under Lieutenant
Mason Carter in pursuit of Crazy Horse and followed them on the twenty-ninth of
December with Companies A, C and E, accompanied by artillery.6? Contact was made
on the eighth of January. The day before, Miles' scouts had found Crazy Horse's band
and after a 190 mile march, the United States Army was able to engage Crazy Horse in
battle. On the morning of the eighth, the hostile forces watched the soldiers eat
breakfast from the bluffs that surrounded the camp. After nights of sleeping on the
snow without fires, the soldiers had cleared snow and made fires. With what little fuel
they could find they boiled some coffee and frozen salt pork. Some of the hostile forces
were shouting that they were eating their last meal. Yellowstone Kelly, who
understood all they shouted, replied back that they were all women. Women were
afraid to fight."68 The Cheyenne felt that they had surprised Miles. It was Miles,
though, who surprised them. What appeared to be supply wagons, to the hostile forces
were in fact howitzers.®® The Cheyennes' position was on high ground to the front and
left of the troops. Miles had captured some women, some of whom were related to
chiefs (they helped locate the hostile forces), and because they failed to rescue the
women, the Cheyenne decided to stand and fight the Army.”® During this battle at
Wolf Mountain, the soldiers had to fight their way up a hill to dislodge the Indians.
Seeing that the ammunition was short on the skirmish line, Captain Baldwin grabbed a
box of rounds; most of the ammunition fell in the snow as they were slipping from his
hand, but his effort and the shouts of encouragement aroused his men to victory.” The
battle turned on the death of a medicine man who was dancing in plain view as proof
that bullets could not harm him. When a soldier's bullet felled the Medicine man, the
Indians broke and ran. They headed for the Big Horn mountains, leaving a great deal
of their equipment, and surrendered a few months later. In no condition to follow the
Indians, the troops returned to the Post after a march of about 242 miles. They reached
the Post on January 18, 1877.72 The returning to the Post was sad and cold. Two officers
and an enlisted man had been killed, and the cold was taking its toll in frozen hands
and feet. Captain Baldwin was coughing so violently that he had to be held.”3 As the
command neared the Post the band struck up "Marching Through Georgia." It did not
look much like an Army marching, but it was an impressive scene, the formation
moving through the wintry landscape. Miles' elation at his victory was cut short by the
orders he received when he returned. These orders stated that he must cut back on
expenses. This cost the jobs of teamsters, wagon masters, guides, packers, blacksmiths
and all the scouts but two. Furthermore, only thirty wagons were permitted.’

1877

During the months of January through April, most of the command was at the
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cantonment tending to the construction of a new post. February saw the scouting
increased and three supply trains escorted, but 385 troops still remained to ready the
new Post.”> In order to improve his ability to cover more ground during the scoutings,
Miles ordered that some of his infantry be mounted on captured Indian ponies. Captain
Simon Snyder reported great trouble in carrying out this order, but it did give the
Indians something to laugh about. Horse and man had a hard time staying together in
the endeavor.’®

After months of escort duty and scouting, the troops were readied for another
campaign against the hostile forces. On May 1, 1877, Companies B and H of the Fifth
Infantry and Companies E and F of the Twenty-second Infantry, under the command of
Colonel Miles, headed south after Lame Deer's band of Cheyenne.”” Smoke from the
Cheyenne camp revealed their location. Miles ordered the young officer named
Lieutenant Edward Wanton Casey with a force of thirteen civilians and six soldiers to
stampede the Indian ponies. The success of this action at Little Muddy Creek, Montana
was the major reason for the campaign's success. Four hundred fifty to five hundred
horses were captured, and Casey was recommended for a brevet.”®

Lieutenant Casey was commissioned at West Point in 1873 and assigned to the
Twenty-second Infantry as a second lieutenant. He first arrived at the cantonment on
October 2, 1876 and was acting Post Adjutant for a time and then was given command
of a company of citizens and Indian guides.” Casey would return to Fort Keogh in
1888 with the Twenty-second and serve as commander of other Indians until his death.

The fight at Little Muddy Creek led to the death of Lame Deer. Soon after the attack by
the soldiers, a parley was called. The Indian negotiator, misinterpreting the movement
of some soldiers with Miles, fired at Miles. His shots missed Colonel Miles but killed
his orderly behind him. This brought an immediate counter fire which resulted in the
death of Lame Deer and Iron Star.8° The surrender of Lame Deer's band left Sitting Bull
uneasy and he moved north across the Missouri River. Scouting parties were sent north
of the Missouri to observe him, but Sitting Bull kept out of range.

Between the unpleasant duties of chasing hostile forces, the troops had a gruesome task
to attend to. In June of 1877 they found that rain and coyotes had disinterred some of
the troopers that had died with Colonel Custer. Troop | of the Seventh Cavalry was
chosen for the task of reburial. This was Captain Myles Keogh's company and the
command was reformed around Captain H. J. Nowlan, an officer in the command, who
had missed the battle of the Little Big Horn due to having been assigned other duties.8!
This command and others of the Seventh Cavalry played a large role in the defeat of
Chief Joseph and the Nez Perces that was soon to follow the gruesome task of burying
the soldiers.
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On August 4, 1877, after reports reached Miles of the movement of the Nez Perces
Indians east in the direction of his location, Miles sent troops in an attempt to stop
them. Lieutenant Gustavus C. Doane was sent on the third and Colonel Samuel D.
Sturgis with the Seventh Cavalry was sent on the tenth of August. The Nez Perces
slipped by this contingent in the battle of Canyon Creek.82 The wounded from this
battle reached the cantonment on September 22, 1877 by way of a Mackinaw boat on the
Yellowstone River.83

With news of the Nez Perces' victory at Canyon Creek, Miles ferried a force across the
Yellowstone and headed north in hopes of intercepting them. Including his six troops
of Cavalry, five companies of infantry (mounted) and thirty Cheyenne and Sioux
scouts, Miles commanded a force of 600 men.84 Fort Keogh's location put Miles in the
right place at the right time. It was a group of well trained veterans that departed Fort
Keogh on September 18, 1977. The wives were veterans of a sort as well. One example
was Mrs. Frank Baldwin who reported in her memoirs that years before she had gone
into hysteria when her husband took the field; during the Nez Perces conflict she met
his leaving with composure.8

Soon after their departure from Fort Keogh, Captain Owen Hale was asked to select a
young officer to ride ahead to flag a steamboat on the Missouri. He chose Lieutenant
Jonathan W. Biddle, and as Miles wrote of these two officers. "l little realized the
unfortunate fate and sacrifice that awaited these two valuable officers in the campaign
in which we were engaged.”®¢ Miles believed that the hostile forces were still south of
the Missouri so he let the steamer head down river. A few men who had come from
Crow Island corrected him on this and the steamer was called back with a cannon shot
which Miles felt sure Captain Baldwin (who was aboard) would respond to.8”

The Indians were delayed at Crow Island where they crossed the river. Sergeant
Moelchert who was in charge of a few soldiers from the Seventh Infantry who were
guarding government supplies at this landing, informed them that he could not sell the
goods at the landing because they were not his. After taking or destroying what they
found, the Nez Perces moved on. Another delay for the hostile forces was the action of
Major Guido llges who forced the Indians into a few skirmishes.8 Major llges was a big
Bavarian with a strong accent and an open and friendly manner. He would later serve
at Fort Keogh and make friends with soldier and civilian alike. The Yellowstone
Journal of February 5, 1880 praised Major llges as the coming Indian fighter of the
Northwest since by that time Colonel Miles was promoted and transferred. The
newspaper also referred to the major as a Prussian, not a Bavarian. Later in his career
Ilges was court-martialed for duplicating pay records and his career was cut short.
Because of Major llges' efforts and the quick pace of Miles' hardened troops, contact
was made between Colonel Miles' troops and Chief Joseph's Nez Perces.
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First the soldiers acted to stampede the Indian horses. This job was given to Captain
Tyler's battalion, which captured 800 horses.8® The first charge was stopped and a
stalemate developed. Miles' cannons were placed at too high an elevation and close to
the hostile forces, thus they took a great deal of heat from the hostile forces. Unlike
other tribes, the Nez Perces took care to aim for the leaders and the toll taken was great.
This, and the military tactics resulted in a state of seige.®° These tactics also caused a
high rate of casualties, as high as 20% of those engaged. Captain Simon Snyder located
a hospital on high ground, south of the battle area. Because of a lack of tents and fuel
along with the cold wind and snow, the death rate was high. As Colonel Miles wrote:

Our success was not without serious loss. Captain Hale and Lieutenant
Biddle, with twenty soldiers, were killed; Captains Moylan and Godfrey,
Lieutenant Romeyn, and Assistant Adjutant General Baird and
twenty-eight soldiers were wounded. . . .91

After days of suffering on both sides, Colonel Miles opened negotiations on October 1.
Chief Joseph had hoped that the Sioux would come to his aid but they feared any
contact with "Bear Coat," as Colonel Miles was called. When Chief Joseph arrived to
negotiate, he was held by Miles, but had to be released in exchange for Lieutenant
Jerome who, while on a spy mission, was captured by the Indians.%2

Chief Joseph wanted the suffering of his people ended and so accepted the terms set by
Colonel Miles. Joseph was promised that he could return to his Lapwai reservation, but
this would not come for many years as the government did not back up what Colonel
Miles had promised. The Nez Perces were taken to Fort Keogh for the winter and sent
on to the Indian territory the next year.93

1878-1879

Aside from a small encounter between scouts out of Fort Keogh and hostile forces at the
head waters of Sunday Creek, Montana, on 5 February 1878, the winter of 1877-1878
was quiet following the Nez Perces' defeat. Escort duty was the major endeavor of Fort
Keogh's troops as hunting parties would attack undefended supply trains, but Sitting
Bull was afraid to move his band against the troops from Fort Keogh.

Once again it was hostile Indians from outside Miles' district of the Yellowstone that
caused him to campaign actively in the summer of 1878. Yellowstone Kelly was sent
out in July to get prospectors off Crow Indian land and was to report on the movement
of the Bannock Indians. About a month later Colonel Miles was headed in the same
direction for a vacation at the Yellowstone National Park. Always the soldier, Colonel
Miles never let himself get out of contact with what was going on with the Bannocks.
Upon his arrival at the Crow agency, he was informed of their movement out of Idaho.
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With this news Colonel Miles sent Lieutenant W. P. Clark of the Second Cavalry up
Rosebud Creek where contact was made at Index Peak in Wyoming on August 29,
1878.94 Crow Indians were asked to join Colonel Miles and with about twenty-five of
them and his small escort, Colonel Miles set out to find the Bannocks and succeeded in
surprising them on September 4, 1878. Fourteen Bannocks were killed and the others
captured in this battle at Clark's Fork, Montana, which cost Captain Andrew G. Bennett
and an interpreter named "Rock" their lives.% The success at Clark's Fork came even
though the bugler tripped on some sagebrush and bent the bugle making it useless to
sound the attack.96 The troops from Fort Keogh did not always have to go miles across
the state of Montana to catch fleeing hostile forces. Sometimes the hostile forces passed
near Fort Keogh on their trek to join Sitting Bull.

Little Wolf's band of about 149 who fled with Dull Knife from the Indian territory
towards their beloved homes in Montana, later departed from Dull Knife and had to
escape from Camp Robinson. This escape on a cold winter night of January 9, 1879
reduced the number of his band to below eighty persons.®” In response, troops were
sent from Fort Keogh under the command of Lieutenant William Philo Clark on
February 22, 1879. It consisted of Companies E and | of the Fifth Infantry along with a
detachment of Artillery and Indian scouts. A camp was established on the Yellowstone
at O'Fallen Creek and scouts sent out to find Little Wolf.9%8 After spotting Little Wolf in
the valley of the Little Missouri, Clark sent his Indian scouts out to make an agreement
to surrender. Owing to the loyalty and fine efforts of Indian scouts like Hump, Wolf
Voice, and Two Moons, Little Wolf's hostile forces joined forces with the soldiers of Fort
Keogh.%

Lieutenant Clark was somewhat typical of many Army officers in the Indian conflicts,
because of his characterization of the Indians. He put his impression of the Indian this
way.

Unfortunately for the race, our opinions of them in many cases are based
upon the observation of the vicious habits of those who hang about the
immediate presence of portions of our Western Civilization, which has, by
its rough and rank dissipation, demoralized the barbarian, who usually
absorbs the bad and eschews the good, quickly becoming diseased
mentally, morally, and physically, and in this debased condition there are
few vices or crimes of which they are not capable.100

Aside from the campaigning, the troops from Fort Keogh had an ongoing dose of small
police actions to tend to. Horse stealing was a major problem, and because of the wide
open country of the late 1870s in Montana, thieves felt little need to re-brand livestock.
A typical report sounded something like this: The stage agent sees Indians or Whites
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driving sixty head of mules with "S & T" brands and the troops are on the trail. Sioux
hunting parties raid Crow Indian herds and the soldiers are on the trail.10? Friendly
tribes steal from other friendly tribes and the soldiers are on the trail. These incidents
drew the Army's attention, but it was the killings by the hostile hunting parties from
north of the Missouri that attracted the attention of the civilian press, Washington and
the troops from Fort Keogh. Both Major Baker and Captain Snyder left the Post in early
1879 to prevent hostile forces from crisscrossing the Yellowstone valley at will.
Glendive, Montana was the destination of both of these commands.192 The same two
officers would repeat their efforts in June of the same year. If nothing else, this kept the
Indians on guard.

The Indians were able to operate with some success close to Fort Keogh because their
groups were small and could go unnoticed. Before the big push came in the middle of
1879, the Army had some success against these small bands. Sergeant Thomas B.
Glover, who would later be commissioned, had great success against one such band led
by Black Coyote. Black Coyote had killed two members of his own tribe and thus was
banished. About seven people followed him into banishment. On April 5, 1879, the
band of eight killed a Private named Boader and wounded Sergeant Kennedy, taking
their Army mounts. Both were telegraph repairmen.193 Sergeant Glover was quick to
overtake this small band and force their surrender. On July 31, 1879 the Yellowstone
Journal reported that another telegraph repairman was attacked by Sioux but escaped
from about thirteen of them on his way from Cracker Box Creek.

When civilians became the victims of these attacks, Washington loosened the rein it
held on Miles. The Colonel received the reports: March 20, 1879--two men were killed
on the Upper Yellowstone. June 6, 1879--Sebbesye was killed. Other reports of killings
came into Fort Keogh during April, May and June.1®4 On April 5, 1879, Colonel Miles
ordered Colonel Ravolle from Fort Custer to protect the areas north of that post, but he
could not allow him to proceed north of the Yellowstone.105 This restrained policy was
soon to change.

On his return from Washington, D.C., in early June of 1879, Colonel Miles moved
against the hostile forces that were hunting in the United States. This action came about
as a result of Miles' ear-bending and pressure from the citizens of Montana. The
mission ahead was to separate the hostile from friendly Indians and clear the country of
those Indians that moved south of the Canadian line.1%6 Three companies of the Fifth
Infantry left Fort Keogh on June 30, 1879. Four more companies of the Fifth Infantry
and four troops of the Second Cavalry soon followed, along with a detachment of
artillery and scouts.197 The three other troops of the Second Cavalry came from Fort
Custer.
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The general mood of the troops and officers alike was one of satisfaction. It was good
to get away from the dull life in garrison and feel like they were doing something.
During the evenings, according to John F. Finerty, a correspondent with the Chicago
Times, the officers would relay stories of past glory. Some of the officers that had
interesting stories to tell were Lieutenant William Philo Clark who was with MacKenzie
during his attack on Dull Knife's camp and with Crook on his starvation march, and
Lieutenant F. W. Sibley, who, during the battle of the Rosebud, nearly was spotted by
hostile forces as he and his Command suffered while eluding them and rejoining
Crook’'s command after a scout mission. Another was Lieutenant Edward S. Godfrey
who was at both the battle of Little Big Horn and Chief Joseph's defeat at Snake
Creek.108

Intelligence of the Indians' situation was coming in not only from the scouts that were
traversing the border country, but from Lieutenant John C. F. Tillson as well. He had
been sent on a spy mission into the Dominion and reported Sioux numbers at about
5000, including 2000 warriors.10® The regular scouting paid off when Lieutenant W. P.
Clark found about 400 north of the Beaver Creek and engaged them. The Sioux lost a
great deal of equipment after a retreat, a short stand, and finally a route.110

According to a report in the New York Times of August 7, 1879, Colonel Miles asked for
permission to leave the area north of the Missouri, but General Sheridan denied his
request. Miles felt the job was done, but events would show Sheridan to be right. Fast
Bull with his band of about fifty-seven left the Lower Brule Agency and were headed to
join Sitting Bull. On August 10, 1879, they were stopped by Lieutenant Colonel Joseph
N. G. Whistler of the Fifth Infantry as they crossed the Missouri.l1! It was also on this
expedition that the problem of those supplying Sitting Bull was addressed. Miles
summed up his efforts in a letter to his wife Mary in these words:

After all the fuss and hubbub they have made over my expedition it has
been eminently successful. We drove the whole Sitting Bull following out
of the country, so badly freightened that they promised not to come back
again. We then turned and scattered from Pacafrem Creek almost to
Belknap and captured 829 half-breeds with over six hundred carts and
finally wound up the campaign by capturing Short (Fast) Bull's band as
they were crossing the Missouri.112

In the Yellowstone Journal of August 28, 1879 credit for the conception of the campaign
was given to Carl Schurz, the Secretary of the Interior. It reported on the return of all
the troops and the success they had had.
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CHAPTER 111
PEACE COMES TO THE REGION

1880-1881

With the close of the fall campaign against Sitting Bull in 1879 the troops returned to the
routine duties of escorting. The Post Returns of January 1880 indicated such escort
duties as government trains, supply trains, mule trains and transportation to Powder
River. Most of the early part of 1880 was quiet and the Yellowstone Journal of February
28, 1880 indicated great confidence in the Post's ability to protect the Yellowstone
valley. The troops at the Post would still have plenty of small hostile bands to deal
with. A small party of troops, with a detachment of Indian scouts under the leadership
of Sergeant G. B. Glover, was successful in its pursuit of about six hostile warriors who
had killed a hunter and wounded another. Sergeant Glover was given much press in
the Yellowstone Journal about this minor military action and his efforts to secure a
commission.113 |t was as though the paper knew that the minor action against this small
band would have a major effect on the decision of about 2000 of Sitting Bull's followers
to surrender.114 Sergeant Glover was later given the Medal of Honor for capture of the
small band of six.115

Aside from the new task of escorting the Northern Pacific Railroad crews as they
moved into Montana, the troops still had to try to stop acts of violence such as those
that Sergeant Glover dealt with. March and April of 1880 saw many such efforts from
the troops at Fort Keogh. Immigrants, though few, were coming into the area around
Fort Keogh. One such family was the Brants. They arrived at Fort Keogh in March of
1880 just after the murder of Henry Friese, a stage driver carrying mail between
Bismarck and Fort Keogh. The Sioux hostile forces, with the mail to indict them, were
tracked down and killed in a route following the tracking by a Cheyenne scout called
Howling Wolf.116

West of Fort Keogh other Indian trouble was noted. Captain Frank Baldwin, with two
companies of the Fifth Infantry, was sent out after the hostile forces to stop horse
stealing and murder. On March 8, 1880, after a gallop of 40 or so miles, a small battle
was joined with the Sioux. In this battle the soldiers only achieved the capture of Indian
livestock.117 The large picture was much more complicated. Captain E. P. Ewers with E
Company, Fifth Infantry, Captain T. B. Dewees with four troops of Cavalry, Lieutenant
S. W. Miller with a detachment of E Company, Fifth Infantry and Indian scouts, and
Captain S. G. Hamilton all were in the area near the mouths of Rosebud and Porcupine
Creeks. Lieutenant S. W. Miller made contact with the hostile forces who were raiding
the settlements in the area. Miller lost two scouts and managed to kill three Indians
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before Captain Baldwin made contact with the hostile forces and recovered the stock.118

In the next month, April 1, 1880, this scene was repeated with a few changes. Captain
Huggins with Troop C, Second Cavalry made contact with hostile forces near O'Fallon’s
Creek, Montana. The results were better than Captain Baldwin had; forty horses were
captured as well as five hostile Indians. The price paid was higher, since Sergeant
Johnson was killed. He received a full dress funeral where 200 men followed in the
processions.11® Chasing horse stealing hostile forces occupied the time of about four
companies during much of April, but in May murder had to be dealt with.

In late June the stage arrived at Miles City without the mail for the citizens and the
soldiers of Fort Keogh. Mr. Cole the driver informed the authorities that on May 27,
1880, the Beaver station on the Bismarck-to-Fort Keogh mail line was attacked and two
men Killed; Sidney McQueen and Frank Jarvis both were shot through the head.120
Major llges was sent out to find the hostile forces and reported back on the details. It
appeared to him that some mule wagons arrived at Beaver station and the mules, while
grazing, were driven off by the Indians. When one victim went after them he was shot
and the same fate later followed for the other victim.121 Major llges returned about ten
days after he left, having had little luck. It was felt that the six Sioux Indians, since they
came from the East and returned east, must have been from the Red Cloud Agency.122

These small raids were the order of the day for hostile forces as a short time later, on
July 11, 1880, a stage driver was killed between Pennel and O'Fallon stations. Company
H, Fifth Infantry, under Lieutenant John C. F. Tillson, was sent after the hostile forces to
follow them to the British boundary if need be.123

Soldiers did not always end up chasing hostile Indians, as, for example, in the case of
the stolen horses belonging to Mr. Bruns and Mr. Stiger. It was thought that Indians
had done the job, but later the tracks indicated that White men were the "thieving
rascals." The pursuit was conducted by the scouts since too much Army time had all
ready been invested.124

Later in the same month and the couple of months that followed, small Indian bands
were reported all over the Yellowstone valley. Some wanted to surrender; others
wanted trouble. Either way the soldiers of Fort Keogh had their work cut out for them.
On August 1, 1880, Company E left for Willow Creek and brought back 140 prisoners
after marching 250 miles.12> Colonel Miles sent word out that all hostile forces had
thirty days from September 25, 1880, in which to surrender their guns and ponies.
Spotted Eagle agreed on behalf of one hundred lodges. Sitting Bull, on the other hand,
moved his followers near Fort Peck and prepared to avoid conflict with Miles by fleeing

118Washington, D.C., National Archives, Records of United States Army Continental Commands, Record Group 393. Various
documents, September 27, 1880.

119Yellowstone Journal, Miles City, Montana, 1879-1881, 10 April 1880.

1201bid., 5 June 1880.

121washington, D.C., National Archives, Record 393. VVarious documents, June 5, 1880.

122yellowstone Journal, 1879-1881, 12 June 1880.

123Returns from U.S. Military Posts, July 1880.

124yellowstone Journal, 7 August 1880.

125Returns from U.S. Military Posts, 14 August 1880. Yellowstone Journal, 25 September 1880. Ibid., 9 October 1880.
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north if Miles moved.126 Major llges was sent north to the Poplar Creek Agency area to
insure against any trouble. No serious difficulty came for some months, because Sitting
Bull moved north.12? While the soldiers watched for trouble in the Poplar Creek and
other areas, other troops did routine work as escorts to the Northern Pacific crews. The
summer months were a good time to be in Montana and according to the Yellowstone
Journal the escort troops did their best to take advantage of it. A report from the area of
the mouth of Cedar Creek recorded that Captain Charles E. Hargous had a mishap
while trying to land a boat. The area was full of Black Tail deer and Sergeant Church
managed to get three of them. Lieutenant Borden tended two young fawns and to keep
busy, the soldiers were building corrals to contain the sheep used as rations. It was
hard to supply this group of soldiers as they were cut off by floods.128 Such escorts
were made routinely because the Indians did not feel safe making an attack on an Army
unit.

To deal with the ongoing problem of Sitting Bull and his followers on the border line,
an expedition was formed at Fort Keogh and on December 15, 1880, it moved north. It
consisted of 170 men and the first few months of 1881 would be productive for Major
Ilges and his men.12® Chief Gall, an important figure at the Battle of Little Big Horn was
the major prize of the campaign. As part of Sitting Bull's larger group, his band was
forced south by starvation because the British would not tend to their needs. As Chief
Gall's band neared Poplar River Agency, some of the warriors became belligerent and
as a result Major llges attacked on January 2, 1881, taking 324 prisoners and killing
eight Indians.130 Before he returned to Fort Keogh, llges had a smaller engagement with
another band of Sioux on January 29, 1881, also at Poplar River where sixty-four Indians
surrendered.13! Major llges' command suffered no casualties in either engagement, and
the local press referred to the Major as ““Hero of the Poplar River Campaign”.132 Similar
surrenders followed where few shots were fired and no deaths occurred; some took
place in February and April. On February 12, 1881, Major llges captured 185 hostile
Indians at Redwater, Montana; and on April 11, 1881, Lieutenant Colonel Joseph N. G.
Whistler accepted the surrender of 156 Indians at Fort Keogh.133

By the middle of 1881, with the surrender of Sitting Bull at Fort Buford, Dakota, the
Army had won the peace. It now had the job of keeping it. The area around Miles City
was still wide open and supplies that Broadwater, Hubbell and Company hauled for
the government still had to be protected. Not only was freight lost to greedy White
men, but some of these settlers also coveted Indian lands. July 5, 1881 brought a
response from Fort Keogh to this problem, when Companies D and K of the Fifth
Infantry were sent to eject anyone, not authorized, from the Fort Peck Indian
Reservation. Captain Robert McDonald succeeded in this mission.134 Captain Simon
Snyder, with Companies A and F of the Fifth Infantry, was assigned the duty of

126Yellowstone Journal, 25 September 1880.
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preventing trouble between Yanktonais Indians and White hunters who invaded their
land. This job took from October 5 to October 18, 1881, and was also successful.135
Keeping the peace between Indian tribes was another task the Army had. In February it
guieted the Crow who wanted war with the Flatheads. The latter were stealing horses
and in the process killed two Crow Indians.136

1882-1891

For the most part the decade of the 1880s was quiet, but a few incidents show that
"Indian trouble” was still a fact of life. Fear, if not actual bloodshed, was still much in
evidence. Major (not military rank) William D. O'Toole the Post trader at Fort Keogh, in
an interview with the New York Times dated May 8, 1882, stated that there was no
reason to fear a Crow Indian war because Whites would be more likely to attack them
and as far as stealing, the Whites do a much better job of that.

Over a year later, in August of 1883, there was some trouble reported with the
Cheyenne at the Tongue River location near Lame Deer Creek. The Indians were not
receiving promised rations and this resulted in some stock killing. Some of the
Cheyenne left their area and joined with Assinniboine Indians. Ranchers went to Miles
City to stock up on ammunition and threatened to send cowboys after the Cheyenne.
Stock detectives apprehended some Cheyenne. After a prominent stockman
commission met with Colonel John D. Wilkins, Commander of Fort Keogh, a troop of
Cavalry under the command of Lieutenant James L. (N.) Allison was sent. The settlers
were reassured and no trouble was encountered by this command.137

Black Wolf and a band of Cheyenne burned Mr. Alderson's house in March of 1884 and
this brought a quick response from the authorities at Fort Keogh. Officers and a possee
found the guilty parties and a trial at Miles City closed the incident.138 Later in that
year more horse stealing between Indians was reported, but most of this happened near
other posts.13 Troops from Fort Keogh were sent in November of 1885 under the
command of Major Simon Snyder with Lieutenants Edwin P. Brewer, James D. Mann
and Hunter Liggett. Again the presence of the troops had a quieting effect on both
Indian and White.140

Nearly a year later the same command was sent to the Cheyenne near Lame Deer for
the same reason and with the same result. Other soldiers, however, had "nice" duty in
that they were assigned to accompany a group of researchers from the Smithsonian
around the country of eastern Montana.l4: A month later the less fortunate troops
under Major Snyder were ordered to remain at Lame Deer until further orders.142
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The year of 1887 saw the introduction of the Sun Dance into Montana to the point
where it impacted on the troops of Fort Keogh. In June of 1887, Agent Upshaw at the
Lame Deer Agency could not expel a group of Cheyenne from Pine Ridge. These
Indians resented the treatment they received from the Sioux at Pine Ridge and through
their expulsion the Sun Dance beliefs were spread.143 Major Snyder led a battalion from
Forts Keogh and Custer that returned 120 Cheyenne to South Dakota. The march lasted
fifteen days.144

Sword Bearer, a young Crow Indian, was talking friendship with the Cheyenne and this
meant trouble for the White settlers. Some difficulty was reported. In response, the
Army sent Colonel Dudley with six troops from Fort Custer and Major Snyder with
three companies from Fort Keogh.145 Rumor in the local press had twenty settlers
killed by Sword Bearer; the actual event was minor with Sword Bearer being killed in a
minor clash with these troops and the Sun Dance frenzy among the Crow died with
him.146

In the midst of the Ghost Dance trouble, the troops still had to continue other duties.
Lieutenant Edward W. Casey planned a reconnaissance of Yellowstone Park in July of
1888, but other duties kept him from securing this assignment.14” Lieutenant Thomas
M. Moody, was sent with fifteen men on special duty to the National Park. His task
was to protect it by patrolling until October 1, 1888. He had taken station there on
about July 28.148 This guard duty at the National Park became a long-term function and
reliefs were sent for the troops about every three months.

A few Indian horse stealing forays during 1889 foreshadowed the major Ghost Dance
trouble that hit the Northern Plains in 1890 and concluded in 1891. A basic tenet of the
Ghost Dance belief was that a White man with scars on his hands and feet would come
among them. He would counsel them that the Indians should use bow and arrow
against the Whites and that dead Indians would return to life and “the world would roll
over on the White men.”249 This belief caused some Indians to start hostilities against
settlers. White Buffalo and Black Medicine were accused of killing Mr. Furguson and
after being located at Fort Keogh were ordered arrested.’0 This action excited the
Indians at Lame Deer which in turn excited the citizens of the area. Nothing came of
this because troops under the command of Captain Mott Hooton of the Twenty-second
Infantry were sent, preventing any serious conflict.151

Washington, D.C. sent a fact-finding commission into the area of the Ghost dance
problem. The commission headed by Fort Keogh's former commander, General Miles,
was escorted to Lame Deer by Lieutenant Edward Wanton Casey, who would die as a

43\Washington, D.C., National Archives, Record Group 393.Various documents, June 17, 1887.

1441bid., July 27, 1887.

145Richard Upton, Fort Custer on the Big Horn 1877-1898 (Glendale, California: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1973), p. 148.
14eYellowstone Journal, and Live Stock Reporter, 29 October 1887.

17\Washington, D.C., National Archives, Record Group 393. Various documents, July 16, 1888.

148yellowstone Journal, and Live Stock Reporter, 28 July 1888.

149New York Times, 27 April 1890.

150\Washington, D.C., National Archives, Record Group 393. Various documents, May 30, 1890.

151¥ellowstone Journal, and Live Stock Reporter, 14 June 1890.




28

result of the commission's inabilities to stop the Ghost Dance movement.152 As
commander of the Division of Missouri, General Miles ordered that troops be sent out
from Fort Keogh to keep an eye on the Indians. In November 1890, President Harrison
ordered, the then General Miles, to Standing Rock to find out what the Sioux were
doing, and a short time later Fort Keogh was put on alert as the Sioux were threatening.
The Cheyenne at Lame Deer were quiet.153

Troops started to move east in late November. Lieutenant Edward Wanton Casey took
his scouts to the area around Pine Ridge Dakota on November 27, 1890.154 Orders were
received by Captain H. H. Ketchum about November 29, 1890 to move his company of
the Twenty-second Infantry to Fort Abraham Lincoln when transportation was
available.’®> The people of Miles City did not like the idea that most of the troops at
Fort Keogh were headed east, because of their fears of Indian trouble in the Yellowstone
valley, but none really materialized.1¢ The element that had the most eventful time in
Dakota was Lieutenant Casey and his Cheyenne scouts. They first traveled to Belle
Fourche, South Dakota and from there headed for Hermosa via the railroad. At
Hermosa they again mounted their ponies and rode to Pine Ridge. The trip took from
December 7 to December 24, 1890.157 Different elements of Infantry and Cavalry were
being sent in various directions as Indians were reported moving all over the region,
but Lieutenant Casey was in a difficult spot. Captain John A. Adams was ordered to
join Lieutenant Casey's scouts with his troops of the First Cavalry.158 Both Lieutenant
Casey and Captain Adams were to join Colonel Summers' camp while keeping an eye
on Sitting Bull and his band who were reported heading up Grand River and then south
towards Cheyenne River and Pine Ridge.1%°

Lieutenant Casey's scouts found it uncomfortably cold as they had packed no stoves but
only Sibley tents.160 This did not dampen the spirit of Lieutenant Casey's Cheyenne
scouts nor their willingness to fight, as shown by Wolf Voice concerning the Sioux
position. Frederic Remington in Pony Tracks quotes Wolf Voice stating the following:

"De big guns he knock "em rifle pit, den de calvary lum pas 'in column
Injun no stop calavy-kill 'em heap but no stop ‘em - den de walk-a-heap
dey come too, and de Sioux dey go over de bluffs." and with wild
enthusiasm he added, "De Sioux dey go to hell!" That prospect seemed to
delight Mr. Wolf-Voice immensely.161

Lieutenant Casey's scouts did not understand that he was under orders not to fight.
This puzzled them because they were fired on, but they held their ranks. All that Casey
was doing was staying off the Sioux's flanks and keeping General Miles informed of
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their movements.162

This task was not enough to make Casey believe that he was doing all he could for
peace. The day before he was killed, some hostile forces were at his camp, and he was
led to believe that if he could but talk with the Indian leaders, the hostilities could be
peacefully terminated.163 In his enthusiasm for peace, he went on January 7, 1891
towards the hostile camp, accompanied by White Moon, one of his Cheyenne scouts.
Bear-Lying-Down was sent by Lieutenant Casey to inform Red Cloud that Casey was
coming. Bear-Lying-Down, accompanied by Pete Richards, a halfbreed, returned from
Red Cloud's camp to tell Casey not to advance further as he was in danger so near the
hostile camp. Casey was found by these two messengers in the company of his scout
and two other Indians, Broken Arm, an Oglala Sioux and Plenty Horses, a Brule Sioux.
The message was delivered and most of the party turned to mount their horses. As
Lieutenant Casey started to mount his horse, Plenty Horses shot him in the back of his
neck. Bear-Lying-Down rode to tell Red Cloud. White Moon and Pete Richards rode to
General Brookes' camp and the other two Sioux disappeared to their camp.164 Brooke
sent Lieutenant R. N. Getty, a subordinate of Casey, with a detachment of his scouts
after his body. They found the body stripped but not mutilated and recovered it.165
Casey's remains were sent back east where he was buried on his family's estate.
Lieutenant Getty took charge of Casey's scouts and led them back to Fort Keogh.166 At
the trial of Plenty Horses, Captain Frank Baldwin, ordered to testify by General Miles,
stated that Lieutenant Casey had gone beyond his authority in asking to talk with the
hostile forces.167 Baldwin also stated that a state of war existed and so Plenty Horses
was acquitted.1%® The reason for Plenty Horses' action was to regain respect among his
people as he had been sent east to the White man's school and felt that he no longer was
accepted in Indian society.

During the rest of this conflict troops passed through Fort Keogh on their way to South
Dakota, and couriers were set up to keep Fort Keogh informed of all activity.16® After
the battle of Wounded Knee and all related activity was over, the troops from Fort
Keogh returned. The force about 600 strong marched down Main Street in Miles City,
led by the field grade officers.170

Much bad press had been given the Army over its handling of the battle of Wounded
Knee. Robert M. Utley, author of Frontier Regular stated of his research into this
guestion:

. itis still clear that most officers tried hard to spare women and children.
Even Wounded Knee, which took the lives of at least sixty-two women
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and children, discloses extraordinary efforts to avoid harming them.171

With Wounded Knee and the Sioux problem behind them, the troops of Fort Keogh
once more looked south up the Tongue River for problems with the Cheyenne. Troops
remained stationed in the area of Lame Deer and were periodically relieved by other
soldiers.172 As a result of a Cheyenne Indian scare caused by the arrest of some
Cheyenne for cattle killing, a permanent camp was ordered constructed by General
Merritt. In December 1891 this was done and Camp Merritt, as it was called, was
manned by Fort Keogh troops on a three-month rotation basis.173

1892-1908

The battle of Wounded Knee was the last Indian campaign of any consequence for the
troops of Fort Keogh. In May 1897, the killing of a White sheepherder caused the Agent
at the Tongue River agency to request help from the troops, but in the end they were
not needed.1’4 According to the Post Returns dated January 1902, troops were sent to
the agency again but returned nine days later from an uneventful trip. The Ute Indians
decided to leave Utah in late 1906, which drew troops from Fort Keogh, but they
returned within a few weeks.1”> The last Indian scare which effected Fort Keogh was
again with the Utes. In this scare of 1907 Fort Keogh was preparing to send a wagon
train of rations to Fort Robinson, Nebraska, but the Utes were peacefully returned to
Utah.176

In the last decade of the 19th century, the Army became involved in civil problems and
Fort Keogh was situated where it was able to exert an impact on the social struggles as
it had on the Indian question. Orders were received at Fort Keogh on July 13, 1892,
directing that all available troops be sent to Idaho for duty against miners who were
rioting.177 It took two days for the troops from Fort Keogh to reach Wallace, Idaho,
where, under the direction of the Martial Law Authorities, they helped restore order to
the mines.178 Assistant Judge Advocate Captain John G. Ballance, Twenty-second
Infantry, was given high praise for his efforts at bringing peace to the mines of Idaho.
Captain Ballance also received a sword as a gift of thanks from the governor of Idaho.17®
In spite of the job that the soldiers did in Idaho, they could only enforce the peace; they
could not change the policy that caused civil unrest, so the soldiers were compelled to
repeat their efforts.

A national movement soon required more help from the soldiers at Fort Keogh (see
figure 2 showing soldiers of the Post at about this period). Unemployment was high
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across the nation in 1894 and the miners of Montana were affected. A militant group of
miners under the leadership of William Hogan was formed as part of a national
movement. The national organization was started in Ohio by a man named Jacob S.
Coxey. It was planned that Coxey's "Army," as it was called, would meet in
Washington, D.C. in 1894. The Montana element of the Coxeyites was more militant
than most and because of this, the U.S. Army was needed to maintain order and the
troops of Fort Keogh were given the mission.18 Governor John E. Richards called on
President Cleveland for help after the Coxeyites under Hogan seized a train in their
effort to reach Washington. On April 25, 1894, troops left Fort Keogh via rail for
Forsythe, Montana to arrest Hogan's followers when they arrived at that place.’1 Some
of the Coxeyites headed for the hills when they faced United States troops, but most
were arrested. The troops were then ordered to escort the prisoners to Helena.
Companies A, C, and H of the Twenty-second Infantry moved the prisoners to Helena
and guarded them at the fairgrounds until civil authority could manage and on July 27,
1894 Major E. H. Liscum, who commanded the Battalion returned with his men to Fort
Keogh.182

Foreign conflicts finally drew from Fort Keogh its troops and eventually its life as a
Army post. In 1898 the Spanish-American War left the garrison with less than one
hundred soldiers. After this the barracks were never full again and the Post returns
indicated little activity aside from troops shipping out for ports both east and west.183

Fort Keogh had played such an important role in the Indian Wars, it is not surprising
that with the decline of its reason for existence would come its demise. To tell the story
of Fort Keogh is also to tell a good deal of the story of the Crow,