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ABSTRACT: Postpartum anestrous interval in beef
cows is a major factor contributing to reproductive fail-
ure during a defined breeding season. Our objectives
were to determine the ability of a controlled internal
drug-releasing device (CIDR, 1.9 g of progesterone), a
normal dose of melengestrol acetate (MGA, 0.5 mg�cow−

1�d−1), or a high dose of MGA (4.0 mg�cow−1�d−1) to induce
ovulation and to eliminate short estrous cycles. Multip-
arous beef cows (n = 100) were equally assigned to one
of four treatments: CIDR, normal MGA, high MGA, or
control by age, days postpartum, body condition, and
body weight. All cows were fed carrier (0.9072 kg�cow−

1�d−1) with (normal MGA, 0.55 mg/kg; high MGA, 4.41
mg/kg) or without MGA for 7 d (d −6 to 0). On d −6,
CIDR were inserted and then removed on d 0. Estrous
behavior was monitored continuously from d −6 until
29 using HeatWatch electronic mount detectors. Blood
was collected on d −13, and three times weekly from d
−6 to 29. Treatment influenced (P = 0.03) the percentage
of cows that were detected in standing estrus. Begin-
ning on d 2, more CIDR-treated cows had exhibited
standing estrus compared with high MGA-treated or
control cows, but CIDR- and normal MGA-treated cows
did not differ. The percentage of CIDR-treated cows
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Introduction

The anestrous postpartum interval is a major factor
contributing to cows’ failing to become pregnant and
calving on a yearly interval (Short et al., 1990; Yavas
and Walton, 2000b). In addition, a short luteal phase
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that had ovulated was greater (P < 0.05) than the per-
centage of normal MGA-treated, high MGA-treated, or
control cows beginning on d 4. The percentage of cows
that exhibited standing estrus before the first postpar-
tum ovulation (CIDR = 65%, normal MGA = 57%, high
MGA = 35%, control = 30%) did not differ (P = 0.09)
among treatments. Luteal life span following the first
ovulation postpartum and the percentage of cows with
a normal luteal life span (i.e., progesterone >1 ng/mL
for ≥10 d) was greater (P < 0.01) in CIDR-treated cows
(14.0 ± 0.8 d; 20/20, 100%) compared with normal MGA-
treated (6.2 ± 1.0 d; 3/13, 23%), high MGA-treated (9.6
± 1.0 d; 8/14, 57%), or control cows (6.1 ± 0.9 d; 4/17,
24%), and greater (P < 0.03) in high MGA-treated cows
than in normal MGA-treated or control cows. In the
present study, treatment of early postpartum suckled
beef cows with CIDR induced ovulation and initiated
estrous cycles with a normal luteal life span in more
cows than did treatment with MGA. Treatment with
MGA (normal or high dose) did not induce ovulation
earlier than in control cows, but a high dose of MGA
increased the percentage of cows with normal luteal
life spans following the first ovulation postpartum.

can further delay the interval from calving to conception
and usually occurs following the first postpartum ovula-
tion (Perry et al., 1991; Werth et al., 1996) or when
ovulation is induced by weaning, GnRH, or hCG (Short
et al., 1990; Yavas and Walton, 2000b).

Treatment with some progestins induced ovulation in
postpartum anestrous cows (Yavas and Walton, 2000a;
Lucy et al., 2001), and treatment with some progestins
before the first postpartum ovulation reduced or elimi-
nated the occurrence of a short luteal phase (Smith et
al., 1987; Zollers et al., 1989). Therefore, many estrous
synchronization protocols have included progestin
treatment (Patterson et al., 1989; Odde, 1990; Perry et
al., 2002b); however, not all progestins have the same
biological response. More specifically, 46% of anestrous
beef cows fed melengestrol acetate (MGA), an orally
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active progestin, for 5 d before GnRH-induced ovulation
had a normal luteal phase, compared with 100% of cows
exposed to progesterone for the same 5-d period (Smith
et al., 1987). Further evidence for a difference in the
biological response of cows to different progestins is
based on variations in the affinity of the progesterone
receptor for various progestins (Perry et al., 2002c).
Because different progestins have been used inter-
changeably in protocols for the synchronization of es-
trus, the objectives of the present study were to deter-
mine the ability of progesterone and a high or normal
dose of MGA to induce ovulation in postpartum anes-
trous beef cows, and to determine the ability of each
treatment to decrease or eliminate the occurrence of a
short luteal phase following ovulation.

Materials and Methods

Experimental Design

Postpartum multiparous (n = 100) Hereford- and An-
gus-based crossbred beef cows of similar genetic compo-
sition were divided equally into four treatment groups
(normal MGA [0.5 mg�cow−1�d−1 for 7 d], high MGA [4.0
mg�cow−1�d−1 for 7 d], controlled internal drug-releasing
device [CIDR; 1.9 g of progesterone for 6 d; InterAG,
Hamilton, NZ], and control) according to age (range 4
to 11 yr), days postpartum (range 9 to 45 d), cow body
condition score (1 = emaciated and 9 = obese; range 4
to 6.5), and postcalving BW (range 445 to 704 kg).
Calves were maintained with cows at all times and
allowed to suckle without restriction. Cows were housed
in dry lot confinement and group fed (two pens per
treatment) MGA or carrier in bunks before receiving
their daily ration. Cows with concentrations of proges-
terone greater than 1 ng/mL as determined by RIA on
d −13 or on d −6 of treatment were removed from the
study (normal MGA = 7, high MGA = 4, CIDR = 3,
control = 3). In addition, one animal in each of the
normal MGA and high MGA groups ovulated during
MGA treatment and were removed from the study, but
animals that exhibited standing estrus but did not ovu-
late were left in their respective treatment.

Cows were fed carrier (wheat middlings pellets,
United Agri Products, Miles City, MT) at 0.9072
kg�cow−1�d−1 with (0.55 mg/kg for normal MGA; 4.41
mg/kg for high MGA) or without MGA for 7 d (d −6 to
0). Controlled internal drug-releasing devices (1.9 g of
progesterone per device) were inserted into the vagina
of cows on the first day of treatment (d −6) and were
removed on d 0. All cows were individually fitted with
estrous-detection transmitters and monitored for es-
trous behavior continuously from d −6 until d 29 with
the HeatWatch Estrous Detection System (DDx, Inc.,
Denver, CO). Cows were considered to be in standing
estrus when three mounts of 2 s or longer in duration
were recorded within a 4-h period.

Blood Sampling

Blood samples were collected via puncture of a tail
vessel on d −13, −6, −3, and 0, and three times weekly
following treatment. Plasma was collected during the
treatment period (d −6 to 0) and for 2 wk following
treatment for determination of plasma concentrations
of estradiol and progesterone. Blood was collected in
10-mL EDTA Vacutainer tubes (Fisher Scientific, Pitts-
burgh, PA) and centrifuged immediately following col-
lection (3,000 × g for 30 min) to harvest plasma. For
the remainder of the experiment, blood was collected
in 10-mL Vacutainer tubes (Fisher Scientific), allowed
to clot, stored at 4°C for 24 h, and centrifuged at 3,000
× g for 30 min to harvest serum for determination of
serum concentrations of progesterone.

Radioimmunoassays

Serum concentrations of progesterone before the ini-
tiation of treatment (d −13 and −6) were used to deter-
mine whether cows had initiated estrous cycles, and
cows with a concentration of progesterone greater than
1 ng/mL were considered to have functional luteal tis-
sue present and were removed from the study. Concen-
trations of progesterone were analyzed in all plasma
and serum samples by RIA (Bellows et al., 1991; Diag-
nostic Products Corporation, Los Angeles, CA). Intra-
and interassay CV for progesterone assays were 1.6
and 8.2%, respectively, and assay sensitivity was 0.04
ng/mL.

Circulating concentrations of estradiol-17β were ana-
lyzed in all plasma samples by RIA using methodology
similar to Kirby et al. (1997). Duplicate samples (300
�L) were extracted with 4 mL of methyl-tert-butyl ether
(HPLC grade; Fisher Chemical Co., Fair Lawn, NJ) for
1 min on a multitube vortexer. Samples were frozen
in a dry ice-methanol bath. The solvent fraction was
decanted into 12 × 75-mm borosilicate glass tubes and
dried at 37°C under air. The extract was dissolved in
100 �L of assay buffer (1% BSA, 0.01% sodium azide,
0.01 M PO4, and 0.9% NaCl; pH 7.2). Redissolved ex-
tracts and estradiol standards (0.25, 0.5, 1, 2.5, 5, 7.5,
10, and 20 pg per tube) were incubated with 100 �L of
estradiol-17β antisera (ICN, Costa Mesa CA; 1:450,000
vol/vol dilution) at 37°C for 5 min followed by 1 h at
4°C. Following incubation, 100 �L of [125I]estradiol-17β
(ICN; 2,000 �Ci/�g; adjusted to 5,000 to 6,000 cpm) was
added to each tube. Tubes were incubated at 4°C for
20 h. Bound and free estradiol were separated by addi-
tion of 0.5 mL dextran-coated charcoal solution (10-min
incubation) followed by centrifugation at 3,000 × g for
10 min. Supernatants were counted in a gamma counter
for 5 min per tube. Cross-reactivities of the antibody
have previously been published as 100% for estradiol-
17β, 6.5% for estriol, 5.2% for estradiol-17α, 0.6% for
estrone, and <0.01% for aldosterone, androstenedione,
cholesterol, progesterone, and testosterone (Kirby et
al., 1997). Increasing volumes of bovine serum (200,
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Table 1. Days postpartum, body condition score, and weight at the initiation of treatment

Item CIDRa Normal MGAb High MGAc Control

No. of cows 22 17 20 22
Days postpartum 31 ± 1.7 30 ± 2.0 30 ± 1.7 30 ± 1.5
(range) (12 to 42) (12 to 45) (9 to 41) (9 to 39)

Body condition score 4.9 ± 0.2 4.9 ± 0.2 4.8 ± 0.2 4.9 ± 0.2
(range) (4 to 6) (3.5 to 6.5) (4.5 to 6) (3.5 to 6)

Weight, kg 581 ± 16.4 583 ± 17.3 580 ± 16.0 571 ± 16.4
(range) (477 to 684) (475 to 704) (450 to 665) (445 to 692)

aControlled internal drug-releasing device.
bNormal dose of melengestrol acetate (0.5 mg MGA�cow−1�d−1).
cHigh dose of melengestrol acetate (4 mg MGA�cow−1�d−1).

300, 400, and 500 �L) produced a displacement curve
that was parallel (P = 0.08) to the standard curve
(slope = 2.46 ± 0.25 for standard curve; slope = 2.27 ±
0.36 for bovine serum). Addition of known amounts of
estradiol-17β (1, 5, and 10 pg/mL) to charcoal-stripped
ovariectomized cow serum were accurately recovered
(102%; r = 0.94). Intra- and interassay coefficients of
variation for estradiol-17β assays were 3.4 and 14.1%
respectively, and assay sensitivity was 0.5 pg/mL.

Statistical Analysis

Luteal life span following the first postpartum ovula-
tion was analyzed by ANOVA using SAS (Proc GLM;
SAS Inst. Inc., Cary, NC). The preceding variable was
analyzed for an effect of treatment. When the F-statistic
was significant (P < 0.05), a mean separation was per-
formed using the least significant difference test
(Snedecor and Cochran, 1989). Percentage of cows ex-
hibiting estrus before an increase in progesterone and
percentage of cows with a normal length luteal life span
(progesterone >1 ng/mL for ≥10 d) were analyzed using
categorical data modeling in SAS (Proc Catmod). The
preceding variables were analyzed for an effect of treat-
ment. Plasma concentrations of estradiol-17β were de-
termined by analysis of variance for repeated measures
in SAS (Proc Mixed; Littell et al., 1998) and are ex-
pressed as means ± SEM. The statistical model con-
sisted of treatment, day, and treatment × day interac-
tions. The effect of treatment on plasma concentrations
of estradiol-17β was tested using animal within treat-
ment as the error term, and effects of day and treatment
× day on plasma concentrations of estradiol-17β were
analyzed using the residual as the error term. To deter-
mine differences in the distribution of the response to
the different treatments, the percentage of animals de-
tected in standing estrus, and the percentage of animals
with elevated progesterone (>1 ng/mL) were analyzed
using repeated measures of categorical data (Koch et
al., 1977). The preceding variables were analyzed for
an effect of treatment, day, and treatment × day interac-
tions by repeated measures analysis in SAS (Proc Cat-
mod; Stanish and Koch, 1984).

Results

There were no significant differences among treat-
ments in days postpartum, body condition score, or
weight at the initiation of treatment (Table 1). A sig-
nificant treatment (P = 0.03), day (P < 0.01), and treat-
ment × day (P < 0.01) interaction was detected in the
cumulative percentage of cows that exhibited standing
estrus (Figure 1). A greater (P < 0.05) percentage of
CIDR-treated cows had exhibited standing estrus on d 2
after treatment withdrawal compared with high MGA-,
or control-treated cows, but beginning on d 14 no sig-
nificant difference was detected between CIDR- and
control-treated cows. There was a tendency (P = 0.07),
from d 4 through 10, for the cumulative percentage
of CIDR-treated cows that had exhibited estrus to be
greater than the cumulative percentage of normal
MGA-treated cows that had exhibited estrus. The cu-
mulative percentage of normal MGA- and control-
treated cows that exhibited standing estrus did not dif-
fer significantly on any day of the experiment.

Treatment also influenced (P < 0.01) the percentage
of cows that had ovulated (Figure 2). Ovulation was
defined as occurring 4 d before circulating concentra-
tions of progesterone were greater than 1 ng/mL. The
cumulative percentage of CIDR-treated cows that ovu-
lated was greater (P < 0.05) than the cumulative per-
centage of normal MGA-, high MGA-, or control-treated
cows that ovulated beginning on d 4 after treatment
withdrawal. On d 18, the cumulative percentage of
CIDR- and control-treated cows that had ovulated did
not differ (P = 0.08), and no difference was detected
between CIDR-treated cows and normal MGA- (P =
0.19) and high MGA-treated (P = 0.58) cows on d 22
(Figure 2). The cumulative percentage of cows that ovu-
lated was not different among control-, high MGA-, and
normal MGA-treated cows except on d 4, when more
(P < 0.01) normal MGA- and control-treated cows had
ovulated compared to high MGA-treated cows (Figure
2). In addition, a more synchronous rise in concentra-
tion of progesterone occurred following treatment in
CIDR-treated cows compared with other treatments
(Figure 3). However, no difference (P = 0.32) was de-
tected among treatments in the percentage of cows that
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Figure 1. Effect of treatment on cumulative percentage of cows detected in standing estrus by day of treatment (d
0 = last day of feeding melengestrol acetate [MGA], and day of controlled internal drug-releasing device [CIDR]
removal). Treatment P = 0.03; day P < 0.01; treatment × day P < 0.01.

exhibited standing estrus before an increase in proges-
terone (65%, 35%, 57%, and 30% for CIDR, high MGA,
normal MGA, and control, respectively).

Only cows that had progesterone >1 ng/mL were used
to determine luteal life span and the percentage of cows
with a normal length luteal life span (progesterone >1
ng/mL for ≥10 d). Following the first ovulation postpar-
tum, CIDR-treated cows had a longer luteal life span
than did normal MGA-, high MGA-, or control-treated
cows (Table 2), and the percentage of cows that had a
normal length luteal phase (≥10 d) was greater (P <
0.01) in CIDR-treated cows than in normal MGA-, high
MGA-, or control-treated cows (Table 2). Cows treated
with high MGA had a longer (P < 0.02) luteal life span,
and a greater (P < 0.03) percentage of high MGA-treated
cows had a normal luteal life span compared with nor-
mal MGA- and control-treated cows. Treatment-in-
duced ovulation was defined as ovulation occurring
within 5 d of treatment withdrawal (increase in concen-
tration of progesterone >1 ng/mL on d 5 to 10) for CIDR-,
normal MGA-, and high MGA-treated cows and all ovu-
lations in control-treated cows. Following treatment-
induced ovulation, a longer luteal life span (P < 0.01)
was detected in CIDR- and high MGA-treated cows than
in normal MGA- or control-treated cows, with a ten-
dency (P = 0.06) for CIDR-treated cows to have a longer
luteal life span than high MGA-treated cows (Table 2).

The percentage of cows with a normal (≥10 d) luteal
life span following treatment-induced ovulation was
greater (P < 0.01) in CIDR- and high MGA-treated cows
than normal MGA- or control-treated cows, and greater
(P = 0.05) in CIDR-treated cows than high MGA-
treated cows.

A treatment × day interaction influenced plasma con-
centrations of estradiol. Cows in the CIDR-treated
group had greater (P < 0.05) concentrations of estradiol
than other treatments on d 1, and high MGA-treated
cows had greater (P < 0.05) concentrations of estradiol
than other treatments on d 3 and 5. No significant peak
in estradiol concentration occurred in normal MGA- or
control-treated cows (Figure 4). In addition, cows that
had greater (P = 0.03) concentrations of estradiol before
ovulation exhibited a longer luteal phase compared to
cows that had lower concentrations of estradiol before
ovulation (Figure 5).

Discussion

Treatment of early postpartum cows (see review by
Yavas and Walton, 2000a) and peripubertal heifers
(Hall et al., 1997) with a synthetic progestin (norgesto-
met) has been reported to induce ovulation; however,
the response to other progestins has been variable. In
addition, when peripubertal beef heifers were treated
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Figure 2. Effect of treatment on the cumulative percentage of animals that had ovulated (ovulation is shown as
having occurred 4 d before the first day on which circulating concentrations of progesterone were >1 ng/mL) by day
of treatment (d 0 = last day of feeding melengestrol acetate [MGA], and day of controlled internal drug-releasing
device [CIDR] removal). Treatment P < 0.01; day P < 0.01; treatment × day P < 0.01.

with MGA for 8 d, an increased proportion of heifers
initiated estrous cycles following treatment withdrawal
compared with untreated controls (Imwalle et al.,
1998). In contrast, when postpartum anestrous beef
cows were treated with MGA for 14 d, only 13% ovu-
lated, as determined by transrectal ultrasonography
and serum concentrations of progesterone, within 7 d
of treatment withdrawal (2/16, Perry et al., 2002a). In
the present study, a greater percentage of cows treated
with CIDR had ovulated by d 4 after treatment with-
drawal compared with the two MGA or the control treat-
ments, as determined by increased circulating concen-
trations of progesterone. In addition, no differences
were detected in the cumulative percentage of control-
and normal MGA-treated cows that had ovulated
throughout the study. The CIDR used in the present
study contained 1.9 g of progesterone compared to 1.38
g of progesterone, which is contained in CIDR currently
available in the United States. However, the type of
progesterone contained in the two types of CIDR is the
same and release rates are similar among the two types
of CIDR (Rathbone et al., 2002). Therefore, results from
the use of CIDR containing 1.38 g of progesterone and
CIDR containing 1.9 g of progesterone would likely be
similar. Furthermore, more anestrous cows treated
with a CIDR containing 1.38 g of progesterone and re-
ceiving an injection of PGF2α on the day before CIDR
removal were detected in standing estrus during the
first 3 d of the breeding season compared to anestrous

control cows or anestrous cows treated with PGF2α

alone (Lucy et al., 2001).
Differences in the response of early postpartum anes-

trous beef cows to different progestins may be explained
by the ability of progestins to increase LH pulse fre-
quency and cause the formation of a persistent follicle.
Early work demonstrated that a low dose of progester-
one increased LH secretion and increased the sensitiv-
ity of the pituitary to GnRH in estrogen primer rats
(McPherson and Mahesh, 1979), and, when early post-
partum anestrous unsuckled (Williams et al., 1983) and
anestrous suckled (Garcia-Winder et al., 1986) beef
cows were treated with low doses of a progestin, LH
pulse frequency increased compared to untreated con-
trols. In addition, exposure of peripubertal heifers to a
lose dose of norgestomet increased LH pulse frequency,
stimulated follicular development, and resulted in for-
mation and ovulation of persistent follicles (Anderson
et al., 1996). Treatment of peripubertal heifers with
MGA (0.5 mg�cow−1�d−1) for 7 d increased LH pulse fre-
quency following treatment withdrawal (Imwalle et al.,
1998), but feeding MGA (0.5 mg�cow−1�d−1) for 14 d to
early postpartum anestrous beef cows did not result in
formation of persistent follicles, even though persistent
follicles were observed in MGA-treated cows that had
previously initiated estrous cycles and had undergone
luteolysis at the beginning of MGA treatment (Perry et
al., 2002a). In contrast, treatment of early postpartum
anestrous dairy cows with low concentrations of proges-
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Figure 3. Circulating concentrations of progesterone (collected three times weekly) for cows receiving no treatment
(control), 0.5 mg melengestrol acetate (MGA)�cow−1�d−1 (normal MGA), 4 mg MGA�cow−1�d−1 (high MGA) or controlled
internal drug-releasing device (CIDR; from d −6 to 0). Day 0 = last day of feeding MGA and day of CIDR removal.

terone (CIDR) resulted in increased LH pulse frequency
compared with untreated controls (Rhodes et al., 1997).

In addition to differences in the ability of different
progestins to induce ovulation in postpartum anestrous
cows, differences were also detected in the ability of
progesterone and MGA to eliminate the occurrence of
short estrous cycles. Progesterone treatment is neces-
sary for establishment of the normal timing of uterine

PGF2α secretion. Following the first postpartum expo-
sure to progesterone, oxytocin receptors were down-
regulated and normal length luteal phases were estab-
lished (Zollers et al., 1993). In the present study, cows
that ovulated following CIDR treatment had a normal
length luteal life span, but the majority of cows that
ovulated in the normal MGA and control groups experi-
enced a short luteal life span. This is consistent with
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Table 2. Effect of treatment on luteal life span and percentage of cows with a normal luteal life span following their
first ovulation postpartum and ovulation within 5 d of treatment withdrawal

Comparisons, P-value <e

CIDR Normal
vs CIDR CIDR MGA vs Normal High

Normal High normal vs high vs high MGA vs MGA vs
Item CIDRa MGAb MGAc Controld MGA MGA control MGA control control

First postpartum ovulation

No. of cows 20 13 14 17
Luteal life span, df 14.0 ± 0.8 6.2 ± 1.0 9.6 ± 1.0 6.1 ± 0.9 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.98 0.02
Cows with normal
luteal life span, %g 100 23 57 24 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.07 0.97 0.06

Ovulation within 5 d of treatment

No. of cows 20 5 7 17
Luteal life span, df 14.0 ± 0.8 4.4 ± 1.1 11.3 ± 1.0 6.1 ± 0.9 0.01 0.06 0.01 0.01 0.29 0.01
Cows with normal
luteal life span, %g 100 0 71 24 0.01 0.05 0.01 0.01 0.15 0.01

aControlled internal drug-releasing device.
bNormal dose of melengestrol acetate (0.5 mg MGA�cow−1�d−1).
cHigh dose of melengestrol acetate (4 mg MGA�cow−1�d−1).
dControl animals.
eThe less-than values given are P-values for the pairwise comparisons indicated.
fInterval from first day on which concentrations of progesterone were >1 ng/mL to the day on which concentrations of progesterone decreased

to <1 ng/mL.
gPercentage of animals with a luteal life span (i.e., concentrations of progesterone >1 ng/mL) of 10 d or longer.

Figure 4. Effect of treatment on mean plasma concentrations of estradiol (treatment P = 0.07; day P < 0.01; treatment
× day P < 0.01). Day 0 = last day of feeding melengestrol acetate (MGA), and day of controlled internal drug-releasing
device (CIDR) removal.
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Figure 5. Mean plasma concentrations of estradiol for cows exhibiting normal (≥10 d) and short luteal life span
(luteal life span, P = 0.03; day, P < 0.01; luteal life span × day, P = 0.04). Day 0 = last day of feeding melengestrol
acetate (MGA), and day of controlled internal drug-releasing device (CIDR) removal.

previous reports in which treatment of anestrous post-
partum beef cows with 0.5 mg�cow−1�d−1 of MGA for 5
d before GnRH-induced ovulation resulted in only 46%
of cows having a normal luteal phase, but treatment
with progesterone for 5 d before GnRH-induced ovula-
tion resulted in 100% of cows having a normal luteal
phase (Smith et al., 1987). In addition, Fralix et al.
(1996) reported that up to 20% of anestrous postpartum
beef cows fed MGA (0.5 mg�cow−1�d−1) for 14 d experi-
enced a short luteal phase following MGA withdrawal.
Thus, the normal dose of MGA (0.5 mg�cow−1�d−1) is
not adequate to prevent the earlier secretion of uterine
PGF2α following the first postpartum ovulation.

Differences in the ability of progesterone (CIDR) and
MGA to induce a normal length luteal phase might be
explained by estradiol concentrations following treat-
ment withdrawal. Estradiol-17β increased uterine pro-
gesterone receptors in sheep (Zelinski et al., 1980) and
may permit progesterone to coordinate the timing of
PGF2α secretion (Zollers et al., 1993). In postpartum
beef cows, preovulatory concentrations of estradiol-17β
were lower preceding a short compared with a normal
length luteal phase (Garcia-Winder et al., 1986; Garver-
ick et al., 1988; Braden et al., 1989), and reduced con-
centrations of estradiol-17β during the preovulatory pe-
riod have been associated with decreased numbers of
endometrial progesterone receptors during the early
luteal phase (Zollers et al., 1993). Expression of endo-
metrial oxytocin receptors was greater on d 5 in cows

expected to have a short luteal phase compared with
cows expected to have a normal luteal phase (Zollers
et al., 1993), and a greater release of PGF2α in response
to oxytocin occurred on d 5 in cows expected to have a
short luteal phase (Zollers et al., 1989). In addition,
treatment of ovariectomized cows with progesterone
alone resulted in a large PGF2α release in response to
oxytocin on d 6 after treatment (Lamming and Mann,
1995b), but exposure of ovariectomized cows to proges-
terone (14 d) and estradiol (2 d), resulted in oxytocin
receptors not being detectable in the uterus from d 8
to 12 following treatment, and a PGF2α release in re-
sponse to oxytocin was not observed until d 16 (Lam-
ming and Mann, 1995a,b).

In the present study, CIDR-, normal MGA- and high
MGA-treated cows were exposed to a progestin during
the treatment period. Following treatment withdrawal,
an increase in circulating concentrations of estradiol
was detected in cows in the CIDR and high-MGA treat-
ments, but not in the normal-MGA or control treat-
ments. The lack of a rise in estradiol may explain the
increased incidence of short estrous cycles among nor-
mal MGA- and control-treated cows. In addition, cows
that exhibited a normal length luteal life span experi-
enced a peak of estradiol before ovulation, but cows
exhibiting a short luteal life span did not. The reason
for the lack of an increase in concentrations of estradiol
in normal MGA-treated cows is not known.
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No cows in the high-MGA-treated group were de-
tected in standing estrus before d 3 or had progesterone
concentrations >1 ng/mL until 10 d after treatment
withdrawal. This delay in estrus and ovulation may
partially be explained by the extended period of time
necessary for a greater dose of MGA to be metabolized
and removed from the body. The half-life of radiolabeled
MGA in cattle has been estimated to be 2¹⁄₂ to 3 d (Lau-
derale et al., 1977), and the average interval from with-
drawal until estrus increased from 2.7 d, for a dose of
0.2 mg�cow−1�d−1, to 6.3 d, for a dose of 2.0 mg�cow−1�

d−1 (Zimbelman and Smith, 1966). Therefore, differ-
ences in interval from treatment withdrawal until the
first estrus and ovulation are likely due to a longer
interval from the last day of feeding until clearance
and, thus, a longer period of inhibition of ovulation by
the higher dose of MGA.

Implications

The anestrous postpartum period and the occurrence
of short estrous cycles are major factors in cows not
conceiving during a defined breeding season, and treat-
ment with some progestins before the breeding season
has successfully induced ovulation and eliminated the
occurrence of short estrous cycles. However, in the cur-
rent study, neither a high nor a normal dose of meleng-
estrol acetate was as effective at inducing ovulation in
early postpartum anestrous beef cows as was a proges-
terone-releasing controlled internal drug-releasing de-
vice. In addition, treatment with a controlled internal
drug-releasing device resulted in a normal luteal life
span following ovulation compared with a short luteal
phase in cows treated with a normal dose of melenges-
trol acetate, and an intermediate luteal phase in cows
treated with a high dose of melengestrol acetate. There-
fore, we conclude that not all progestins are equally
effective at inducing ovulation and eliminating short
estrous cycles in early postpartum anestrous cows.
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