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Longest Married Couples Celebrated on Valentine’s Day
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BATH, February 14, 2006- It was a very special Valentine’s Day for two couples celebrating their love for one another. At a luncheon held at Oak Ridge Apartments in Bath, about 25 people, consisting of residents, congressional staff, city officials, and USDA Rural Development staff, were on hand to bestow the title of “Longest Married Couple at Oak Ridge Apartments” on Sharon and Richard Gibbs.

Married 34 years, the Gibbes still glow as they talk about how they first met and shared secrets to their successful union. “Work together through the hard times, and don’t give up when things get tough,” says Sharon. The couple has been living at Oak Ridge over a year and say they enjoy the friendly atmosphere and pleasant surroundings.
Congratulatory letters from the Offices of Senator Olympia Snowe, Senator Susan Collins, and Congressman Tom Allen were read to the couple, as well as a plaque commemorating them on a lifetime together. Frank and Ada Melville were also recognized for their 28-year union. USDA Rural Development Area Specialist Roderick Elliott presented each couple with a bouquet of bright flowers.
USDA Rural Development funded the 30-unit elderly complex in 1990 through the Multi-family Housing Programs. Oak Ridge Apartments has full Rental Assistance, making it an affordable and enjoyable place to call home.
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Sharon and Richard Gibbs were recognized on Valentine’s Day as the “Longest Married Couple” �at Oak Ridge Apartments. The Gibbses have been married 34 years. 





From left to right are: Bonnie Ekelund, Maine Staff Assistant, Office of Senator Olympia J. Snowe; Richard and Sharon Gibbs, married 34 years; Frank and Ada Melville, married 28 years; Kyle Noonan, Constituent Services Representative, Office of Congressman Tom Allen; and Roderick Elliott, Area Specialist, USDA Rural Development








