Mr. Burton: First of all, Mr. Speaker, I want to make it clear that I’m a republican and I’m very proud to be a republican, however there are problems with this bill that make it impossible for me to vote for it. 

You know, it's been said tonight that 35 million AARP members can't be wrong, but I’m telling you AARP does not speak for all seniors. And when the seniors find out what's in this bill that most of them, initially, are going to pay about $4,000 of the first $5,000 they're going to spend on pharmaceuticals, they're going to be so angry, it's going to be like 1988 all over again. 

Now, I want to talk a little bit about the pharmaceutical industry. There’s nothing in here that allows our government to negotiate the prices with the pharmaceutical industry. We pay the highest prices in the world for pharmaceuticals. We pay seven, eight, nine, ten times as much for tamoxifen. A woman who has breast cancer and has to have it than they do in Canada. Yet there's no provision in this bill for negotiation. You say we've got a 25% discount card. 25% for what? If these pharmaceuticals have high prices and you knock 25% off they're still a lot higher in Canada or Germany. And yet, we can't reimport? Why? It doesn't make sense. Do we believe in free trade? We’ve got NAFTA, you can import everything back and so forth across the borders, but with pharmaceuticals it's not safe. Yet when I talked to the Canadians and they had five hearings on it, they couldn't find one case with it. There is no safety issue. 

The problem is profit and price. Now, I want to tell you something, it's been said that for too long, seniors have paid too much. They have been paying too much. But we're not doing anything in this bill to lower the price of pharmaceutical products. Now I want to say to my colleagues also there's $70 billion in this bill, a pay-off to big business to keep their employees and former employees covered under this plan. I want to tell you something, as a businessman, they're going to look down the road and they're going to say, hey, congress changes from time to time and they're going to start dumping their employees on the federal plan. And when they do, those retirees are going to be so angry with us; you're not going to believe it.
