[image: image1.jpg]A

. Agricultural activities that
can cause pollution:
* Animal feeding activities
* Fertilizing
* Grazing
* Pesticide use and handling
* Plowing
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What is Agricultural Runoff?





Runoff from farms or other agricultural operations, also called Nonpoint Source Pollution (NPS), occurs when rainfall, melting snow, or irrigation water runs over the land picking up topsoil, nutrients and pathogens and then deposits them into rivers, lakes, coastal waters and groundwater.  Nationally, agricultural NPS pollution is the leading source of water quality problems in lakes and rivers. 


		


Where Does it Happen?





In our mid-Atlantic region, agricultural operations are the source of 30% of our stream impairments.  Activities that can cause polluted agricultural runoff include improperly managed confined animal facilities, pesticide spraying, animal grazing, plowing, fertilizing, irrigation, planting, and harvesting.  Polluted agricultural runoff often originates in animal feeding operations, of which there are thousands in the mid-Atlantic region.





Who Does it Affect?





You!!  Careless agricultural practices jeopardize the quality of our water, which is a threat to all of us.





What Can You Do to Help?





Manage and control runoff.


Reduce erosion.


Properly store, handle, and apply pesticides.


Make use of Integrated Pest Management techniques to minimize pesticide use.


Apply fertilizers and manures according to soil testing and plant needs.


Keep livestock out of water bodies.


Learn about  programs that are available to help design and pay for management approaches to prevent and control NPS pollution.
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