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General DescriptionGeneral Description
Large and dense human populationLarge and dense human population
Some countries comprised of thousands Some countries comprised of thousands 
of islands (e.g., IND, PHL)of islands (e.g., IND, PHL)
Most regions are poorly researched Most regions are poorly researched 
(note: there are several small, isolated cetacean (note: there are several small, isolated cetacean 
populations in SE Asia)populations in SE Asia)

Disputed territories and political issuesDisputed territories and political issues
Taiwan/China, Taiwan/China, SpratleySpratley Is., E. Timor, Is., E. Timor, 
Philippines, etc.Philippines, etc.

Corruption in governmentCorruption in government



DiversityDiversity

Affluence/povertyAffluence/poverty
GovernmentsGovernments
Religious beliefsReligious beliefs
Natural (includingNatural (including
marine mammals)marine mammals)



Potentially Harmful ActivitiesPotentially Harmful Activities
Oil/gas Oil/gas 
exploration & exploration & 
extractionextraction
Commercial Commercial 
ShippingShipping
Coastal Coastal 
DevelopmentDevelopment
Military Military 
ActivitiesActivities
Blast FishingBlast Fishing
ResearchResearch



Legal StatusLegal Status

Most countries have laws protecting Most countries have laws protecting 
marine mammalsmarine mammals
No SE Asian country has legislation No SE Asian country has legislation 
dealing specifically with humandealing specifically with human--made made 
noise and marine mammalsnoise and marine mammals
Australia and Hong Kong are most Australia and Hong Kong are most 
advanced on this issueadvanced on this issue



Main Limitations on this Main Limitations on this 
Issue for SE AsiaIssue for SE Asia

Lack of knowledge about marine Lack of knowledge about marine 
mammals and noisemammals and noise
Lack of expertise, resources and Lack of expertise, resources and 
information exchange (language, information exchange (language, 
communication issues)communication issues)
Law enforcement is inadequateLaw enforcement is inadequate
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