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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE #3
(Desired family size and improved health sustainably achieved)
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= Sulu can be peaceful,

progressive — US envoy

Ricciardone seeks junking of negative travel advisory

JOLO, Sul — Outgoing United States Am-
bassador Francis Ricciardone expressed
| confidence that the people of Sulu can tur
| the island province into'a peaceful, progres-
| sive community as he reiterated the U.S.
overnment’s commitment to work with
vem in advancing peace and prosperity in
| aren,
“Sulu s & place where good people do
‘ positve things, We know that the rel face
| of Sulu i not the face that is put out there by
some who pervert the good name of Sulu and
those who pervert the good name of one of
the world's great religions itself,” Ambassa-
dor Ricciardone said during his visit to the
island province to projects initiated
by the United States Agency for International
‘ Deyelopment (USAID).

“Americans are not deceived. We know
who you are, we admire who you are, we
respect what you are doing for your country
and ot yout chikdren, e bld loca ofticals
and residents during the fumover
| of Anuling water supply system and unveil-
| ing of the Indanan-Parang Road and
| Maimbung Road upgrading projects.

‘The water supply facility, now benefiting

8% | 3,800 residents of barangay Anuling in

Patikul town, was jointly constructed by
USAID's Growth with Equity in Mindanao
(GEM) Program and the Patikul municipal
govemment It is one of the 22 projects com-

leted in Sulu under GEM's Community fn-
tructure (CIP) component.

GEM's Medium-cale Infrastructure Pro-
gram (MSIP) was activated when Sulu Gov-
emor Benjamin Loong, Sulu District Engi-
neer Taballang Atiuh, Department of Public
Works and Highways-Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao (DPWH-ARMM) and
John Dalton, GEM Program Manaj
ogbmsosi ity i, s o
malizing the commitment of the Sulu pro-
vincial government and DPWH- for
their technical and financial share to up-

rade the Indanan-Parang Road and
Fiaimbun Road. These are just 2 of the 37
medium-scale infrastructure projects con-
structed by the GEM Progam in the ARMM
and other conflict-affected arcas of
Mindanao.

‘The planned road improvement projects
include the concrete-paving of the 5-km road
segment of the roadway the connects the mu-
nicipalities of Parang and Indanan, and the
48-km road segment of the roadway that
links the municipalities of Maimbung and
Indanan, The refabiltation s ekpecied to
benefit over 125,000 rsidents of the three
towns, which, just two months ago, there
was fierce fighting between the break-away
group of the Moro National Liberation Front
and the Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP). (GEM)

Dimaporo gets honorary doctorate

The Mindanao State University (MSU)
conferred on Rep. Abdullah “Bobby”
Dimaporo an honorary doctorate in humani-
ties during the school's 43th year commence-
ment exercises.

Dimaporo was also the guest of honor and
speaker during the graduation of 2230 stu-
dents in Marawi City, aside from 3,520 stu-

| dents in 15 MSU campuses all over Mindanao
who got their baccalaureate degrees.

The honoree, who is the congressman of
the second district of Lanao del Norte, is a
‘member of the Lakas-CMD and all ally of
President Arroyo. He is also a member of the
Commission an Appointments (CA)

Dimaporo challenged the graduates to
| help MSU pursue its goal to educate more stu-

Urges graduates to become excellent, competitive

o -
A university that is unique yet o rich in
terms of thrust and vision, MSU has both the

competitive edge and the potential 3s one of
the |mi..&=£c.m.ml natitutions in the
country,” said,

He added that the “mission of MSU is to
set the standards of excellence in science, arts,
technology, and other ficlds. This is broad
enough to encompass knowledge in the natu-
ral and social sciences, including humani-
ties, for which Islamic thought as a ot to
offer. MSU stands as the only university that
s strategically located and even education-
ally and culturally empowered and capable
of articulating the positive and functional

principles of lslam.”




(Source:  Manila Bulletin, 5/18/05, page Metro 4)
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awarded the prize with the
higher value

Call 910-157
hours or e-mail to market
ing® skycablecom for details.

ian awards

Romero-Salas

TNT Express won the Best
Road H: d for
its shift from a traditional dis
tributor of goods to encom
freight forwarding.
warehouse and distribution.
and after sales support serv-
ice which provided a one

during office

Asia aw

stop-solution to integrated
supply chain management
rvice for its customer:

way promo. Offered o Philip
pine residents, including
patriates with valid Alie
tificate of Residency, The third
quarterly draw on Septembe
30 includes two-night accom.
modations for two at the Hilton
Cebu_ with breakfast and
roundirip tickets to Cebu cour:
tesy of Asian Spirit, and a va-
catian for two at Dos Paimas
Palawan, for two nights with
breakfasts via Philippine Air
lines. For inquiries and re
vations, call 750-8888 e
sion 7 2304,

8 New Taco Bell outlet

TACO Bell fas opened its sec
ond. outlet inside Food Ex-
press located at the Level 3
of Gateway Mall in Araneta.
The new. outlet is part of
Araneta Center's thrust to of
fer to mall visitors the world's
| best restaurants, shopping

and leisute destination. Taco
Bell Corp. is a subsidiary of
Yum! Brands, |

W Ayala Plans awards top sales peopie
Ayala Plans Inc. held an awards night recently for tap sales peo.
ple. Selected Ayala Plans President’ Circle Awardes were (irom
éft) Nenita Femandez. Hanae Venus Bagabaido, Kristine Marie
Saelino and Ivan Nemenzo. Ayala Plans is a subsidiary of the
Bank of the Philippine Isfands.

1 Testing of fortified food products

The Marikina City government recently launched its Food Fortifi-
cation Program at the city's public market, with Mayor Maria
Lourdes Fernando and Department of Health officials presiding.
The event was attended by (from lef) Carira Stover, USAID chief
for papulation, health and nutrition; National Nutrtion Cauricl
executive director Elsa Bayani; Dr. Gerardo Bayugo, director of
the DOH Center for Health Development for Metro Manila; and
DOH Undersecretary Margarita Galon.

< Sl

M Photographers’ group thanks Alaminos mayor
Mayor Hernani Braganza of Alaminos Gty fits on  jacket pre:
Sented by Eduviges Y. Huang, chair of the Federation of Philip-
pine Photograghers Foundation (FPPF) in gratitude for hosting
Hiie FPPF photographers during a three-day photo competition
FPPF conducts photo compelitions covering festivats, cultural,
tourism and social events.

® Chill out with g W
cool desserts

For P8O, deiight in a Su
per Howl Halo-Halo at St
per Bowl of China Restat-
rant. For P50, go for a
strawberry, chocolate, or
vanilla-topped-with-choco
late-and-nuts sundae. Try
a Banana Split for P130;
Pineapple and Peach Spiit
for P145; Kit Kat Choco Attack Parfaits for P120 or Simply Sirav
berry Parfaits for PL15. Super Bowl of China is located at th
Megastrip of SM Megamall; Jupiter et in Makati City; Gloriet
4'in Ayala Center; Chefs Avenue in Festival Mall, Alabang; 2n
Jevelof SM City North EDSA; Eastwood ity Walk 2 in Libis; groun
floor of SM City in Fairview; at The Promenade in Greenhils; a
314 evel of Gateway Mall in Aranata Center, Cubao.





(Source:  The Manila Times, 5/19/05, page C6)
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Tho National Transmission Corp. (Transcs)
rocently awarded an sccreditation certificate
to Luzon Hydro Corp. (LHC) for the Bakun
AC Hydro Power Plani after sucoessfully proving.
its capability Lo provide reactive support
services as mandated by the Grid Code under
the Test Requirements Section 710.1 LHC is
now one ofthe plants that could be considered
by Transeo in contracting ancillary services in
the Luzon Grid.
Reaclive power support services is one
type of ancillry services that the Luzon Grid
‘would need to operate efficentl. Other frms.
of ancillary services Include backup power,
frequency regulation, pinning reserve and load folowing. LHC is ccredited
by Transeo to provide reactive support services.
The certificate took effect ast quarter of ast year and will expire on

Joseph Musommeli, US.

Deputy Chief of Mission of

the Unitod States Embassy

tothe Philippines (ft)

Robert Wuertz, chief, USAd

Office of Economic Growth

and Development (zight),

are welcomed by Marawi

City Mayor Omar Ali as

gt of honor at the 25th

Founding Aniversary of the.

istamic City of Marawi, In

hisremarks, Musommelicited Marav as a concrete exampie that oconomic

progress can be achieved in commuities that choose the path of peace.

He auded the Maranaos fo demonstrating war against poverty and terorism

can be won, sain, “You will win the war by winning the peace. And winning

the poace can be achieved through hard work and improved economic
oppartunities”

Representing the
initial proceeds of the P1-
billion. Quedancor Agri-
Fishery Bonds for Liveli-
hood, Quedancor recently
received the program's
profit worth P40 million
from United Coconut
Planters Bank (UCPB).

‘Quodancor president and chief exccutive officer Nelson Buenaflor
‘welcomed the development as it would help finance local farmers and
fishectlk's agi fishery endeavors and would create employmont and weakth
eneration in the countryside.

Photo shows Agriculture Secretary and concurrent exolficio chairman
of the Quedancor board Arthur Yap recelving the facsimile check from
UCPB president dose Querubin, Witnessing the coremony are (from lefy:
Lsnyer Michael Millares, Quedsincor senior vice peesident fo Legal Affuirs;
‘Denden Liap, UCPB Roosevelt Branch manager; Leticia Suntos, Quedancor
senior viee president or Loans Management; Senen Gloriosn, Rural Baniers.
Association of the Philippines president; and other UCPE executives.

Listerine c
ey b iy
| Excellence Awards, held recently
| Bt o
“The award-giving body, led by
and Marketing Magazine, named
b raed
Outstanding Mouthwash Brand” in
e e e
The Philippine Marketing
st e i

Nature’s Bless
Department of /

In what can be considered &
breakthrough for the local virgin  p
coconut oil (VCO) industry, ¢
Nature's Blossings, a loading
manufacturer and exporter to
the US market, has been granted
economic organic certfication by ¢
Global Organic Alllanee (GOA), ¢
a duly licensed inspector and
certifier of the US Department ~ (

i
(

« 0 e T

of Agriculture.
“We consider this certification
a4 & watershed event becuuse it
proves that local VO
‘manufacturers can adhere o the 3
vory stringent standards and
Regulations being adopted by the 1
USDA” Julie Fgueron, president ¢
‘and CEO of Nture's Blesings sad.
“The GOA representaive visited
the cocomut laniation and virgin |
coconut il processing facilities
of Nature's Blessings in San i
Narciso, Quezon, on two |
occasions to inspect the soil in 1
i

the plantation area, sources of
water used in the processing
plant,type of leaning sgents used
in the plant size, making sure
o intercropped mango orchards |
and rcelands using fertlaers, |
pesticides and hormonedaden fruit

2nd Asian pig
Congress 200!

The Phlippine College of Swine Pt
| P/ v sty





(Source:  Manila Bulletin, 5/19/05, page F4)

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE #4
(Management of Productive, Life-Sustaining Natural Resources Strengthened)
Solar power lights up 3 remote villages in war-torn town

Bong S. Sarmiento / MindaNews

(WITH PHOTOS)

(Source:  MindaNews Online – 5/17/05)

PAGALUNGAN, Maguindanao (MindaNews / 17 May) – Residents in at least three remote villages of this conflict-affected and impoverished municipality now have reasons to smile even at the dead of the night.

Used to darkness for several decades, electricity came to the barangays of Linandangan, Bagoinged  and Kilangan in a solar fashion expected to change the lives of the residents for the better.

Aside from hearing the grins, children can now also see each other's smiles, or sneers, even under the moonless, starless night of playful indulgence. "This is the first time that we had electricity. We are very thankful for this project. It gives us and our children reasons to hope for a bright future," said Suod Matalam, village chief of Linandangan.

Linandangan is a far-flung farming community accessible only through rugged and muddy roads stretching to at least five kilometers from the national highway.

"The children will no longer burn their brows studying their lessons using kerosene lamps at night time," he added, pointing to fluorescent lights powered by solar energy dotting the houses of his 30 constituents.

Like Linandangan, 30 households each in Bagoinged and Kilangan have availed of the electricity project carried out by the Alliance for Mindanao Off-grid Renewable Energy (AMORE) program.

Last Monday, AMORE personnel and municipal officials formally switched a solar panel in Barangay Linandangan that signals a new episode in the lives of residents in the three villages.

AMORE, a United States Agency for International Development (USAID)-funded program, carried out the electrification project with Mirant Philippines, the country's largest energy-producer, according to an AMORE briefing paper.

Mirant Philippines would shoulder the cost of each solar panel system, which cost P26,000, said Cecile Rodriguez, AMORE's information and education coordinator.

Rodriguez said that the program, now on its second phase, aimed to light up 200 communities in conflict-affected areas in Mindanao in the next five years.

Some 142 barangays in Maguindanao, Sultan Kudarat, Davao City, Tawi-Tawi, Basilan, Sulu, Zambonga Sibugay and Zamboanga City were lighted during the program's first phase that ended last year, AMORE's fact sheet said.

The USAID has allotted $50 million for AMORE's operation in the next five years,  Rodriguez said

Monthly, each beneficiary would pay P300 that will go to the bank account put up by the residents for the solar panels' maintenance or rehabilitation, she said.

Pagalungan Vice Mayor Norodin Matalam, the town's acting mayor, said the electrification program in the locality would connect his constituents to the outside world. "They can now watch television and listen to the radio," the mayor said.

Matalam, also a former mayor of the town and governor of Maguindanao, said the project would help government slow down its growing population. "Unlike before when darkness falls, almost everyone right away go to sleep. But with electricity now, lots of activities can be taken during the night."

"With the lights on for late night activities by household members, it may taper off the sexual urges of the parents," he said.

For this predominantly Moro town, where a household has an average of five children, Matalam said he hoped to see an improved constituency with the electricity brought by the solar panels.

He urged the beneficiaries to take good care of the solar panels so that it will last long.  (Bong S. Sarmiento / MindaNews)
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USAID funds water project
to benefit Cotabato residents

6,000 people end years of suffering

daily supply of water for household use.
Drinking water had to be purchaset

COTABATO CITY — Sorayda Ayunan
waited for 30 minutes to hear the first
sound of water gushing from  public fu-
cet when Cotabato City Mayor Muslimin
Sema and United States Agency for Int
national Development (USAID) official,
Kay Freeman, formally opened the com-
munal water supply system facility in
Barangay Kalanganan Mother.

But the long-awaited sound of gush-
ing water was muffled by the thunder
ous cheer of the crowd, whose reaction
o e et

tion to this village which was deprived
of clean water since its establishment
The safe, potable water will surely im
prove the well-being of the residents and
Sanitation of the comunity,” said Mayor
Sema during the inauguration o ny

The facility was constructed by
USAID’s Growth with Equity in
Mindanao (GEM) Program, through its
Community Infrastructure and the
Cotabato City Government

The water system provides 185 kms
ol irankmission Divelings attachad 16

from Cotabato proper
jecpey rid

During the inauguration ceremony
USAID Deputy Mission Director Fran)
Donovan highiighted the significance o
partnerships to achieve peace and devel
opment in Mindanao.

The completion of this projet, a con
crete expression of the benefits of peace
demonstrates the advantage of partner
b e .

a 30-minute
away

ol v




(Source:  Manila Bulletin, 5/18/05, page H4)
[image: image3.jpg]US BACKING MINDANAO PROGRESS? Outgoing US Embassy Deputy Chief of Mission (DCM) Joseph
Mussomeli says the US government’s development projects in Basilan, funded by the United States
Agency for International Development (USAID), are helping promote progress and peace especially |
with the ongoing implementation of the Alliance for Mindanao Off-grid Renewable Energy (AMORE)
Program. In its first phase, AMORE energized 29 remote, conflict-affected villages in different munici-
palities in Basilan and will be energizing more in the provinces as the program enters its second phase

which will be until 2009.

PCCI boosts livelihood project
in M’danao-wide business meet

By GIL M. ABARICO

DAVAO CITY — The Philippine
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(PCCI) is pushing hard its Promot-
ing Regional Opportunities for En-
terprise and Livelihood (PROPEL)
program in Mindanao by hosting a
fecent Mindanao Chamber Presi-
dents’ Meeting and Workshop at the
Grand MenSeng hotel in this city.
PCCCI president Donald G. Dee
himself led a group of experts and
consultants from Manila in conduct-
ing, simultaneous with the meeting,
a “PROPEL Inception Workshop” 1o
acquaint the participating chamber
presidents from all over Mindanao
on the opportunities for regional live-
lihood programs and small-medium
enterprises with funding simply
b ol abapmlbdrsit e Aristi i &

chairman of the Mindanao Business
Council (MBC), which is effectively
assisting the PCCCI in implement-
ing its on-going projects for the
Mindanao business commurity.
While PCCCI _president Dee
stressed the importance of this pro-
gram aimed at benefiting Mindanao
and pushing forward its develop-
‘ment priorities, Mr, Santos, in his ca-
city as MBC chairman, challenged

s fellowMindanaoans 10 positively
respond to PCCCT's offer to help boost
Mindanao's _regional economy

through the PROPEL program.

On the other hand, PCCCI Vice-
President for SMEs Mr. Raul
Hernandez, gave an overview dur-
ing the workshop “on promoting re-
gional opportunities for enterprise

livelihood” development, stressing
bk e stie me

At the same time, Mr. Christian
Widman, project manager for BIMP-
EAGA of the German Technical Co-
operation, told the participants why
it's impartant for the presidents and
other officers of Mindanao chambers
o join in the capacity-building pro-
i oty S pr

bers through the MBC

The workshop-orientation also
had Ms. Cora Mae M. Baylan, con
sultant of the CMI Project, who con
ducted a brainstorming on imple-
mentation strategies and thrusts
through indicative planning,

Al the speakers were introduced
by M. Romeo J. Serra, MBC vice-

Other speakers were: Ms. Loma L
Jandoc. workplace director of PRISM,
who gave an orientation on the
AT s TS iy





(Source:  Manila Bulletin, 5/19/05, page F4)

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE #12 (SO12)
(Conflict Reduced in Mindanao and Other Areas Vulnerable to Violence)
[image: image13.jpg]e b 5 10

families in war against drugs |employees’ bonus

Makati Gty goverment employ

‘The Philippine National Police  Many degades have passed but ~ De Leon said es have ane of the best compensa-
(PNP) has launched an anti-drug  the drug problem appearstobe get-  “We have strefched our musles | tion packages among highly urban-
campaign called “Pamilya Ayaw  ting worsessore n mre eople 10 tuch but what le should b | led ol govemment it n the
5a Droga” with the ultimate goal of  are being hooked into drugs, De ~ done..we should also stretch our | country, city oficials said yesterday.
making the Philippines a drugpfree ~ Leon said hearts and minds, to touch the in- | The officals said the compensa-
nation by 2010. Records show that the gover- ner selvesof people...In other words, | tion scheme has been implemented

Noting that the family is the  ment has not been remiss i its du-  more efforts should be devoted to | for many years, benefiting not only
foundation of the nation, PNP ties, its law enforcers busted bil- ~ the demand reduction efforts to | its more than 4,000 regular employ-
Deputy Director General Ricardo  lions worth of dangerous/prohib-  deny drug syndicates their market. | ees but the casual and contractual

e Leon said the program aims  ited drugs, seized a lot of clandes-  The law of supply and demand is | warkers as well

1 empower Filipino families in the  tine laboratory equipment and ar-  universal, drug syndicates won't |  Among the benefit received by
crusade against druigs by educat  rested thousands of drug offend-  dare sell their dangerous drugs if | the regular employees are the mid-
ing,them on the il effcts of dan-  ers but the problem sil persist, he  nobocly will buy it” he said year bonuses which Mayor Jeiomar

gerous drugs and providing them  said. Drug syndicates still find  The AIDSOTF will enlist fami- | C. Binay has already ordered re-
with simple ways cn how to com-  ways 10 peddle their goods and lies willing to assist in the imple- | leased in time for school enrolment
bat drug-sbuse related problems.  undermine the future of our chil-  mentation of the program, The | expenses this year

“Famlies will be fortified as the  dren, he admitted. Metro Manila Council, led by th The city chief executive said this
firstfine of defense and mobilized  The anti-drugs campaign Makati government and the Vice | year's mid-year boruses amount to
in their respective communities,”  maybe very effective on the law en-  Mayors' League, will assistin the | P217 millon, equivalent o half of
said De Leon, the head of the Anti- ~forcement side, but it addresses formation and maobilization of | the Christmas bonuses given n full
Tegal Drugs Special Operations only one of the authorities' con- families in the crusade against | to the employees every end of the
Task Force (AIDSOTF) cemns ~ the supply reduction efforts, ~ drugs year. (Felix Mectavillo)

MARIKINA AWARDS. Marikina City
Mayor Maria Lourdes Carios Fernando
(second from right) receives two
plaques of recognition from the De-

partment of Health (DoH): One for Marikina

for being the first city in the Philippines to en-
act its own Food Fortification Code in support

of RA 8976 (Food Fortification Act of 2000),

and second, for her excellent leadership in

making Marikina ‘one of the most outstand-
ing and admirable cities in the Philippines.”

The plaque was presented to Fernando by

Health Undersecretary Margarita Galon

(fourth from left) and chief of the USAID Popu-

lation, Health and Nutrition Ms. Carina Stover

(center). Others in photo are Marikina City Con-

gressman Del de Guzman, Councilors Jose

Fabian Cadiz, and Eva Aguire Paz and Vice

Mayor Marion Andres. Under the code,

wholesalers and retailers are required to sell

only food products, particularly flour, cook-
ing oll, rice, sugar and salt that are fortified

‘with Vitamin A, iron, and iodine.





(Source:  Manila Bulletin, 5/14/05, page H4)
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US BACKING MINDANAO PROGRESS?
Mussomeli says the US government's

Agency for International Development (USAID), are helping
With the ongeing Implementation of the Alliance for Mindanao Off-grid Renewable Energy (AMORE)

Program. In its first phase, AMORE energ|
palities in Basilan and will be energizing more I

which will be until 2009.

Outgoing US Embassy Deputy Chief of Mission (DCM) Joseph
development projects in Basilan, funded by the United States

progress and peace especially

jized 29 remote, conflict-affected villages in different munici-
in the provinces as the program enters its second phase

PCCI boosts livelihood project |
in M’danao-wide business meet

By GIL M. ABARICO

DAVAO CITY — The Philippine
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(PCCI) is pushing hard its Promot-
ing Regional Opportunities for En.
terprise and Livelihood (PROPEL)
progeam in Mindanao by hosting a
recent Mindanao Chamber Presi-
dents’ Meeting and Workshop at the
Grand MenSeng hotel in this city
PCCCI president Donald G. Dee
himself led & group of experts and
consultants from Manila in conduct-
ing, simultancous with the meeting,
a "PROPEL Inception Workshop” to
acquaint the participating chamber
presidents from all over Mindanao
‘on the opportunities for regional live-
lihood programs and small-medium
enterprises with funding simpl
waiting “to be availed of throug]
existing links” with government
agencies and private sector conduits.
“This was bared by PCCCI Vie
President for Mindanao, Mr. Anto-
nio R. Santos Jr., who is concurrently

chairman of the Mindanao Business
Council (MBC), which is effectively
assisting the PCCCI in implement-
ing its on-going projects for the
Mindanao business community.

While PCCCI president Dee
stressed the importance of this pro-
gram aimed at benefiting Mindanao
and pushing forward its develop-
ment priorities, Mr. Santos, in his ca-
ey ss MEC chuimman, Suliengsd

is fllowMindanaoans o posiively
respond to PCCC s offer to help boost
Mindanao's _regional _economy
through the PROPEL program.

On the other hand, PCCCI Vice-
President for SMEs Mr. Raul
Hemandez, gave an overview dur-
ing the workshop “0n promoting re-
gional opportunities for enterprise
Tivelihood” development, stressing
the urgent need for action and re
sponse by Mindanao's business sec-
tor leaders so that, during this eco-
nomic crisis, Mindanao’s regional
economy can surmount the present
‘economic difficulties of the country.

At the same time, Mr. Christian
Widman, project manager for BIMP-
EAGA of the German Technical Co-
operation, told the participants why
i's important for the presidents and!
other officers of Mindanao chambers
to join in the capacity-building pro-
gram of PCCCT for Mindanao cham-
bers through the MBC.

The workshop-orientation also
had Ms. Cora Mae M. Baylan, con-
sultant of the CMI Project, who con-
ducted a brainstorming on imple-
mentation strategies and thrusts
through indicative planning.

‘Al the speakers were introduced
by M, Romea ], Secr, MBC.yice-
chairman.

Other speskers were: Ms. Loma L.
Jandoc, workplace director of PRISM,
who gave an orientation on the
PRISM project, Mr. Antonio Sayo,
economic consultant, USAIDMOST,
and Mr. Oliver V- Robillo, executi
director, Negosyo Park Business Ex.
change





(Source:  The Daily Tribune, 5/15/05, page 10)
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US Ambassador Francis
Ricciardone meets students of
Muhammad Tulawie Centra
chool i Jok, Sulu. The school
was connected f he Interet
hrough the joint efforts of the
Parent Teacher-Community
ssociation, he USAID' Growth
th Equity in Mindanao program
d the USAID's Basic Education
Assistance forMindanao, One
hundred sy schools n the
Autonomous Region n Wusiim
findnao have been connected
tothe Word Wide Webin
support of niaives o promote
education n Mindanao.
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Bangko Sentral ng Pilipi
for ifs P11-billion unsecured
inated notes under the Tier 2

— TheTier2 capital-
raising exercise com-
pliments the success-
Ful sale of P1.6 billion
sorh of bad assets
through the special
purpose vehicle
SPV) route two
weeks ago. _

tedp. torres @yahoo.com

Tuesday, May 17, 2005

Finex seminar on equities market
The Financial Executive Institute of the Philippines (FINEX) will
hold a seminar on I}F’p\ng the Equities Market” on Friday, May 20
starting 1 p.m. at the Dusit Hotel Nikko in Makati City. Resources
o Frandis Lim, president of the Philippine Stock Exchange;
aul Joseph Garcia, chief investment officer of ING Investment Man-
agement (Philippines); José fio, executive vice president and chief
finance officer of SM It s Corp.; Sherisa Nuesa, chief finance

officer of Manila Water &émpany; and Stephen Cuunjieng, manag-
ing director of Macquarie Securities.

Gl s
e

NATIONAL ROUNDTABLE CONFERENC
Pliinas (BSP) Deputy Goveror Amando M. Telahoco)
participants of the Rural Bankers Association of the Phil

velop their o profitably
irepruneurs. Since 1999, more than P billion have been disbursed by
MABS paricipating ura banks o more than 190,000 icrosrlereriss
borrowers. The program's participating banks have aiso provided de-
osit servicss o mars than 770,000 - depesiorsiofalng more
P1 billion in deposits.

‘| BSP gives nod to Metrobank’s dividend

‘The Barigko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) has allowed the Metropoli-
tan Bank & Trust Co. (Metrobank) t0 go on with its plan to declare a
three-percent cash dividend equivalent 10 an aggregate amount of

P980.19 million, according to Metrobank assistant corporate: y
Antonio V. Viray. As authorized by its board of directors, Vietovark
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SIGNING OF MEMOKA!
THE GEM PROGRAM- U

UF ADREEMEC

Mindanao ]

|5 THE PROVINCIAL G KGEOWR', I

WATER FOR ISLANDERS. U.S. Ambassador Francis Ricciardone and USAID Mission Director Michael
Yates turn over the certificate of ownership for the Anuling water supply facility to Patikul Mayor

Ismulatip Suhuri and Sulu Gov.
system is one of the 22 commus

Program (CIP) component of USAID'

njamin Loong during the American officials’ visit to Jolo. The water

projects completed in Sulu through the Community Infrastructure

Growth with Equity in Mindanao (GEM) Program in partnership

with the local government. Around 3,800 residents of barangay Anuling are now enjoying safe, po-
table water from the facility’s communal faucets. The GEM Program is implemented in cooperation
with the Mindanao Economic Development Council. (GEM)

Mindanao college studes reject
teaching as career, poll shows

Low entry salary, work overload cited as reasons

By TONY PE RIMANDO

DAVAO CITY — Here's bad
news for Mindanao public elemen-
tary and secondary schools which
direly need intelligent new teachers
to help raise the quality of basic edu-
cation in the country’s second larg-
est island region.

Not even one of the top 15 gradu
ates in public high schools last
school year in the region is inter
ested to enrol in education courses
in college when school year 2005-
2006 apens on June 6

This was gathered in a recent ran-
dom interview by Manila Bulleti
with several high school principa

d fourth year teachers in South-
em Mindanao, Zamboanga Penin-
sula, Central Mindanao and Au-

mentors was the top reason the
bright college-bound students dis-
like to join teaching, once consid.
ered the “noblest of all professions.”
The educators claimed that the
monthly salary of a new teacher is
en lower than that of an Arm
vate who receives a monthly
at least P10,000 exclusive o
bat pay, uniform allowance, meal
allowance, and a monthly supply
ne sack of rice.
This is terribly unjust, unfair
and even ironic,” a Zamboanga del
Sur high school administrator
noted “considering that many
Army privates are barely high
school graduates while one has to

graduate and pass  ic
S liHation for aecaels 60 b s

a teaching course but later changed
their mind when they read the an.
nouncement of a top Department of
Education (DepEd) executive that
public school teachers could not be
given salary increases this year —
and probably in future years — “be-
cause of lack of funds.

Retired high school principal
Milagros Javone of Western
Mindanao recalled a teacher-parent
herself discouraging her own salu.
tatorian daughter from becoming an-
other mentor because of the
teacher's heavy workload, which in.
cludes writing lesson plans and pre-

paring teaching aids and devices
even at night.

Former _district _supervisos
Federico Fidel Zamboanga
Paninsula obser indeed,
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| amousting to P

ustodian and
ed fund manager of
the ABF Philippines Bond
Index Pund, said yesterday
that supply was not likely to
et demand around June this
year and for this reason bond
Fates were seen to trend up.
1 guess what the markot
needs are investment outlets
and the national government
NG) is probably just wi
orthe right tin
sovereigns),
Management vice peesident

particularly

billion.

ivailability of bonds becor
scarce, bond rates shoot up as
imestorssearch for imvestment
areas that meet their
investment requirements,

That scarcity comes at a
time when the retail Treasury
bonds issued calier by the
government, worth some P40
sometime this week.

“Thiat would soun be fllowsd
by another set of RTBS worth
another P28 billion maturing

implementing the agreement
reached by Central Banks
belonging to the Exeeutives'
Mocting o Bt Asia and Puciic
Central Banks or EMEAP:
EMEAP only recently
moved to implement the
second Asian Bond Pund or
ABF2 which they initially
funded with $1 billion in seed
money to allow single market
furds 0 inwest i local curreticy
deno
countrie
Philippines.

orms ofyi

w7

Mindanao bank cited Maranao Rural Bank vis president Murshid Rasuman (second
rom g and bank manager Sahary Diaca (i) bsed i asawi ity o an
Philppines-Mcroenterpase.

mmummmm

program i supported

program. The.
WMMhMWM

Acooss o Barking Servces
he Unied Staes Agency for Inemasnal
ceremony was led by (fom lsh) MABS.

program ciefofpary John Oens, USAYd deputy mission drectr Frank Donovan, RBAP presidert
‘Senen Gloioso and Bangko Seniral ng Pipinas difector Witedo Domoong.

NHMFC probes P1.2M
overpriced ad publications

The National Home Mortgage Finance Corp.
(NHMFC) has sarted an inquiry nfo a dubious
publication arrangement with a local newspaper

ion, NHMPC president
Celso de los Angeles Jr said.

Dt los Angeles s he has elrred the matter
tothe Office of the Govermment Corporst Counsel
forlegalopinion an propes suidace.

This move came in light of the release of
the findings made by the Internal Audit group.
(1AG) hended by Grace Argame that the billing
by Sports at Balita Daily News,a Cagayan de
Oro Citybased periodical, for the NHMFC's
foreckosure petition violted the guidelines made
by the Supeeme Court in the accreditation of
ewspapers and the distribtion of gl notices
‘and advertisements for publcation.

The Supeeme Court provision regulated the
rate for the publication of notices,
‘announcements and advertisements at P10 per

‘collumn nch, Closer serutiny and computations
conducted by the IAG mroved that based on the

statement of secount of the publisher of suid
periodical which pegged the publication rate at
5,400 per ICT, tho billng of PL2 million is way
above the computed actual cost prescribed to
e paid which was gauged at P2S8,000.

f the publisher grants a 50 percont
10 NHMPC, thebiling sl bigher and
not pass in audit,” De los Angeles suid
Violation of sad provision shall be punished by
a fine of not more than P20,000 or imprisonment
ot exceeding two ye
findings have impelled the ICT to

rnal control purposes, that
‘an additional mardatory supporting document
to all disbursements for the payment of
publication focs should b roquirod

Accordingtothe eport this is o deermine the

authentiky and reguiariy of transaction that i
certife truecopy of the posting o the mames of the
accredted eswsgraperand the ot charged per
columinch ssued by tho et s orsher
Toghiusing with the subicct disbursenerg vonchit:





(Source:  The Daily Tribune, 5/17/05, page 9)
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to benefit Cotabato residents

6,000 people end years of suffering -

COTABATO CITY — Sorayda Ayunan
waited for 30 minutes to hear the first
sound of water gushing from a public fau
‘et when Cotabato City Mayor Muslimin
Sema and United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) official,
Kay Freeman, formally opened the com:
munal water supply system facility in
Barangay Kalanganan Mother,

But the long-awaited sound of gush
ing water was muffled by the thunds
ous cheer of the crowd, whose reaction
was understandable.

The community of Kalanganan
Mother, a remote swampy area divided
by tributaries of the Rio Grande de
Mindanao, will finally enjoy crystal
clear water right on demand.

“The water system is a great contribu-

tion to this village which was deprived
of clean water since its establishment.
The safe, potable water will surely im-
prove the well-being of the residents and
sanitation of the comunity,” said Mayor
Sema during the inauguration ceremony.

The facility was constructed by
USAID's Growth with Equity in
Mindanao (GEM) Program, through its
Community Infrastructure and the
Cotabato Gity Government

The water system
of transmission pipelines attached 16
public faucets while the water
provides 1.95 km of pipelines
public faucets.

The project now benefits more than
6,000 residents who were previously de-
pendent on shallow artesian wells for their

water had to be purchased |
from Cotabato proper, a 30-minute
jeepney ride away

During the inauguration ceremony,
USAID Deputy Mission Director Frank
Donovan highlighted the significance of
partrerships to achieve peace and devel- |
opment in Mindanao,

“The completion of this project, a con
crete expression of the benefits of peace,

advantage of partner
ships between communities and our two
govemments,” said Donovan.

“We know accomplishments like this
take effort, courage and commitment. But
once that kind of energy is harnessed,
we know the future can be brighter,” he
added. (GEM)
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