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ABSTRACT

The Multi-Agency Radiological Laboratory Analytical Protocols (MARLAP) manual provides
guidance for the planning, implementation, and assessment of projects that require the laboratory
analysis of radionuclides. MARLAP’s basic goal is to provide guidance and a framework for
project planners, managers, and laboratory personnel to ensure that radioanalytical laboratory
data will meet a project’s or program’s data requirements. To attain this goal, the manual is
intended to provide the guidance necessary for national consistency in the form of a performance-
based approach for meeting a project’s data requirements. The guidance in MARLAP is designed
to help ensure the generation of radioanalytical data of known quality, appropriate for its
intended use.

MARLAP was developed by a workgroup that included representatives from the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA), Department of Energy (DOE), Department of Defense (DOD),
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST),
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), and U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA). State participa-
tion in the development of the manual involved contributions from representatives from the
Commonwealth of Kentucky and the State of California. Contractors to EPA, DOE, and NRC,
and members of the public, have been present during the open meetings of the MARLAP
workgroup. 

Examples of data collection activities that MARLAP supports include site characterization, site
cleanup and compliance demonstration, decommissioning of nuclear facilities, remedial and
removal actions, effluent monitoring of licensed facilities, environmental site monitoring,
background studies, and waste management activities.
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NOTICE

This draft manual being released for simultaneous public and peer review, and technical
comments are solicited as described below. MARLAP has not been approved for use in part or in
whole and should not be used, cited, or quoted except for the purposes of providing comments as
requested by the agencies participating in its development.

MARLAP was developed by a workgroup that included representatives from the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA), Department of Energy (DOE), Department of Defense (DOD),
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST),
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), and U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA). State participa-
tion in the development of the manual involved contributions from representatives from the
Commonwealth of Kentucky and the State of California. Contractors to EPA, DOE, and NRC,
and members of the public, have been present during the open meetings of the MARLAP
workgroup. 

Although Federal Government personnel are involved in the preparation of this document, the
draft manual does not yet represent the official position of any participating agency. This review
is a necessary step in the development of a multi-agency consensus manual. References within
this manual to any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark,
manufacturer, or otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement or
recommendation by the United States Government.

Members of the public are invited and encouraged to submit comments to the following website
http://www.eml.doe.gov/marlap/. Comments may also be submitted to either:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
ATTN: Air and Radiation Docket, Mail Stop 6102

Docket Number A-2001-16, Room M1500
401 M Street, SW

Washington, DC 20460 

or

Chief, Rules and Directives Branch
Division of Administrative Services

Mail Stop T6D59
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, DC 20555-0001
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All comments received will be reviewed by the entire MARLAP workgroup. Comments received
by the date published in the Federal Register Notice announcing the availability of the document
for public review will be considered. Comments received after that date will be considered if it is
practical to do so, but no assurance can be given for consideration of late comments. 

Copies of the draft MARLAP manual and all comments received may be examined or copied for
a fee at the EPA Docket Room M1500, Docket Number A-2001-16, First Floor Waterside Mall,
401 M Street, SW, Washington, DC 20460; and the NRC Public Document Room, at U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Public Document Room, Washington, DC 20555. The
document is also available through the National Technical Information Service (NTIS). The
NTIS document number is PB2001-106745, and the NTIS Sales Desk can be reached between
8:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday at 1-800-553-6847; TDD (hearing
impaired only) at (703) 487-4639.

In addition to providing comments on individual chapters and appendices, reviewers are also
requested to address the following questions while reviewing the draft manual:
 

(1) Is the performance-based approach used in MARLAP for the planning, implementation,
and assessment phases of projects technically sound, and is the approach reasonable in terms
of ease of implementation by project managers and laboratories? Does the approach
effectively link the three phases of a project, and is the guidance on quality control
appropriate and supportive of a performance-based approach?

(2) Is the guidance on laboratory operations in Part II (Chapters 10-20) technically accurate
and useful?

(3) Are the concepts covered under measurement statistics—specifically measurement
uncertainty, detection and quantification capability—presented accurately and appropriately?

(4) Is the information understandable and presented in logical sequence? How can the
presentation of material be modified to improve the manual?

(5) Does MARLAP provide benefits that are not currently available through other
approaches? What are the costs associated with implementing the guidance in MARLAP in
comparison with currently available alternatives?

Commentors are encouraged to use the website, http://www.eml.doe.gov/marlap, for their
review. The website has detailed instructions on how to submit comments and has several
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features that should aid the review process. Commentors also may submit written comments to
either of the addresses listed on page IV of this Notice using the same general approach described
in the MARLAP website. Comments should be accompanied by supporting details, rationale, or
data. To ensure efficient and complete comment resolution, commentors are requested to
reference the page number and the line number to which the comment refers. Comments
corresponding to an entire chapter, section, or table should be referenced to the line number for
the title of the chapter (always line number 1), section, or table. Comments on footnotes should
be referenced to the line in the text where the footnote appears (footnotes do not have line
numbers). Comments on figures should be referenced to the page on which the figure appears
(figures do not have line numbers) and figure number. Comments on the entire manual should be
referenced to the title page.
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