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Joint Meeting of the Two Houses of Congress to Receive the Apollo 11 Astronauts

Congr essi onal Record
Tuesday, Septenber 16, 1969

The House net at 12 o’ cl ock noon.
Rev. Janmes H. Weber, St. Joseph Church, G| Cty, Pa., offered the follow ng prayer

Al mighty God, bless our Nation and keep it faithful to the ideas of freedom justice, and
brot herhood for all which make it great. Lord, You claimthat if You are lifted up, You
will draw all nmen to Yourself. Qur astronauts have denpnstrated literally and
successfully this principle. Be close to our President and our Congress. G ve themvision
and courage as they ponder decisions affecting peace and the future of the world. G ve
all of us the wisdomto listen and to understand and not to judge. Keep us conpassionate
toward our fellow citizens who are struggling for an identity. Help us Anericans hunbly
to be aware not just of our human limtations and weaknesses but al so of our

extraordi nary potential. Reawaken personal confidence in ourselves as individuals and in
our bel oved country. Make this great land and all its peoples know clearly Thy will so
that we live vigorously, courageously, and uprightly. Amen.

THE JOURNAL
The Journal of the proceedi ngs of yesterday was read and approved.
RECESS

The SPEAKER. The Chair declares a recess subject to the call of the Chair.
Accordingly (at 12 o'clock and 3 minutes p.m) the House stood in recess subject to the
call of the Chair.

JO NT MEETI NG OF THE TWO HOUSES OF CONGRESS TO RECEI VE THE APOLLO 11 ASTRONAUTS
The SPEAKER of the House presided.

At 12 o'clock and 19 minutes p.m, the Doorkeeper (WlliamM MIller) announced the Vice
Presi dent and Menbers of the U S. Senate who entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives, the Vice President taking the chair at the right of the Speaker, and the
Menbers of the Senate the seats reserved for them

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints as nenbers of the conmittee on the part of the House to
escort our distinguished visitors into the Chanber the gentlenman from Ckl ahoma, M.

Al bert; the gentleman from Loui siana, M. Boggs; the gentleman from Loui siana, M.
Hébert; the gentleman fromCalifornia, M. MIller; the gentlenman from New Jersey, M.
Rodi no; the gentleman from M chigan, M. Gerald R Ford; the gentleman fromlllinois, M.
Arends; the gentleman from Pennsylvania, M. Fulton; and the gentleman from Chio, M.
McCul | och.

The VI CE PRESI DENT. On behalf of the Senate the Vice President appoints the follow ng
Senators to escort our distinguished astronauts into the Chanber: Senator Richard

Russel |, of Georgia; Senator M ke Mansfield, of Montana; Senator Cinton Anderson, of New
Mexi co; Senator Edward M Kennedy, of Massachusetts; Senator Robert C. Byrd, of West
Virginia;, Senator Hugh Scott, of Pennsylvania; Senator Mrgaret Chase Snith, of Mine;
Senator MIton R Young, of North Dakota; and Senator Gordon Allott, of Col orado.

The Door keeper announced the anbassadors, ninisters, and chargés d affaires of foreign
gover nnment s.

The anbassadors, ministers, and chargés d’ affaires of foreign governments entered the
Hal | of the House of Representatives and took the seats reserved for them
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The Door keeper announced the Cabinet of the President of the United States.
The nenbers of the Cabinet of the President of the United States entered the Hall of the
House of Representatives and took the seats reserved for themin front of the Speaker’s
rostrum
At 12 o' clock and 34 minutes p.m, the Doorkeeper announced the Apollo 11 astronauts.
M. Neil A Arnmstrong; Lt. Col. Mchael Collins, US. Ar Force; and Col. Edwin E
Aldrin, Jr., US. Ar Force, acconpanied by the conmttee of the escort, entered the
Chanber and stood at the Cerk’s desk
[ Appl ause, the Menbers rising.]

The SPEAKER. My di stingui shed col | eagues of the Congress, we are honoring today three nen

who represent the best in America and whose coordinated skill, fantastic daring, and
vi sionary drive have made history that constitutes a turning point of paranount
i mportance in the journey of mankind. | have the high honor and official and personal

pl easure of presenting to you the crew of Apollo 11, who successfully nade the historic
journey to the noon, Neil A Armstrong, Col. Edwin E. Aldrin, Jr., and Lt. Col. M chael
Col I'i ns.

The Chair recognizes M. Arnstrong.

M. ARMSTRONG. M. Speaker, M. President, Menbers of Congress, distinguished guests, we
are greatly honored that you have invited us here today. Only now have we conpl eted our
journey to land on and explore the noon, and return. It was here in these Halls that our
venture really began. Here the Space Act of 1958 was franed, the chartering docunent of
the National Aeronautic and Space Administration. And here in the years that followed the
key decisions that pernmitted the successive steps of Mercury and Gemini and Apollo were
permtted.

Your policies and the marvels of nobdern communi cati on have permtted people around the
world to share the excitenment of our exploration. And, although you have been inforned of
the results of the Apollo 11, we are particularly pleased to have this opportunity to
conpl ete our work by reporting to you and through you to the Anmerican people. My

col | eagues share the honor of presenting this report. First, it is ny pleasure to present
Col. Edwin Aldrin.

Col onel ALDRIN. Distinguished |adies and gentlenen, it is with a great sense of pride as
an Anerican and with humlity as a human being that | say to you today what no nmen have
been privileged to say before: “W wal ked on the noon.” But the footprints at
Tranquillity Base belong to nore than the crew of Apollo 11. They were put there by

hundr eds of thousands of people across this country, people in Governnent, industry, and
universities, the teans and crews that preceded us, all who strived throughout the years
with Mercury, Genmini, and Apollo. Those footprints belong to the Anerican people and you
their representatives, who accepted and supported the inevitable chall enge of the noon.
And, since we cane in peace for all mankind those footprints belong also to all people of
the world. As the noon shines inpartially on all those |ooking up fromour spinning earth
so do we hope the benefits of space exploration will be spread equally with a harnonizing
influence to all mankind.

Scientific exploration inplies investigating the unknown. The result can never be wholly
anticipated. Charles Lindbergh said, “Scientific acconplishnent is a path, not an end; a
path |l eading to and disappearing in nystery.”

Qur steps in space have been a synbol of this country’'s way of |ife as we open our doors
and wi ndows to the world to view our successes and failures and as we share with al
nations our discovery. The Saturn, Colunbia, and Eagle, and the extravehicular nobility
unit have proved to Neil, Mke, and ne that this Nation can produce equi prent of the

hi ghest quality and dependability. This should give all of us hope and inspiration to
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overcone sone of the nore difficult problens here on earth. The Apollo | esson is that
nati onal goals can be nmet where there is a strong enough will to do so.

The first step on the nobon was a step toward our sister planets and ultimately toward the
stars. “A small step for a man,” was a statenment of fact, “giant leap for mankind,” is a
hope for the future.

What this country does with the | essons of Apollo apply to donestic problens, and what we
do in further space exploration prograns will determine just how giant a | eap we have
t aken.

Thank you.
M. ARMSTRONG. Now | should like to present Col. M chael Collins.

Col onel COLLINS. M. President, Menbers of Congress, and distinguished guests: One of the
many things | have very nmuch enjoyed about working for the Space Agency, and for the Ar
Force, is that they have always given ne free rein, even to the extent of addressing this
nost august assenbl age wi thout coaching, w thout putting any words in ny nouth.

Therefore, ny brief remarks are sinply those of a free citizen living in a free country
and expressing free thoughts that are purely nmy own.

Many years before there was a space programny father had a favorite quotation: “He who
woul d bring back the wealth of the Indies nust take the wealth of the Indies with him”
This we have done. W have taken to the noon the wealth of this Nation, the vision of its
political |eaders, the intelligence of its scientists, the dedication of its engineers,
the careful craftsmanship of its workers, and the enthusiastic support of its people. W
have brought back rocks. And | think it is a fair trade. For just as the Rosetta stone
reveal ed the | anguage of ancient Egypt, so may these rocks unlock the nystery of the
origin of the noon, of our earth, and even of our solar system

During the flight of Apollo 11, in the constant sunlight between the earth and the noon
it was necessary for us to control the tenperature of our spacecraft by a slow rotation
not unlike that of a chicken on a barbecue spit. As we turned, the earth and the noon
alternately appeared in our w ndows. W had our choice. W could | ook toward the Mon
toward Mars, toward our future in space—toward the new | ndi es—er we coul d | ook back
toward the Earth, our honme, with its problens spawned over nore than a nillenni um of
hunman occupancy.

We | ooked both ways. W saw both, and | think that is what our Nation nust do.

We can ignore neither the wealth of the Indies nor the realities of the i nmedi ate needs
of our cities, our citizens, or our civics. W cannot |aunch our planetary probes froma
springboard of poverty, discrimnation, or unrest. But neither can we wait until each and
every terrestrial problem has been solved. Such |ogic 200 years ago woul d have prevented
expansi on westward past the Appal achi an Mountains, for assuredly the eastern seaboard was
beset by problens of great urgency then, as it is today.

Man has al ways gone where he has been able to go. It is that sinple. He will continue
pushing back his frontier, no matter how far it may carry himfrom his honel and.

Someday in the not-too-distant future, when | listen to an earthling step out onto the
surface of Mars or sone other planet, just as | listened to Neil step out onto the
surface of the Moon, | hope | hear himsay: “I conme fromthe United States of Anerica.”

M. ARMSTRONG. We | anded on the Sea of Tranquillity, in the cool of the early |unar
nor ni ng, when the | ong shadows woul d aid our perception.

The sun was only 10° above the horizon. Wiile the earth turned through nearly a full day
during our stay, the sun at Tranquillity Base rose barely 11°—a snall fraction of the
nonth | ong |unar day. There was a peculiar sensation of the duality of time—the swft
rush of events that characterizes all our |lives—and the ponderous parade which marks the
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agi ng of the universe.

Both kinds of tinme were evident—the first, by the routine events of the flight, whose

pl anni ng and execution were detailed to fractions of a second—the latter by rocks around
us, unchanged throughout the history of nman—whose 3-billion-year-old secrets nmade them
the treasure we sought.

The pl aque on the Eagle which sumarized our hopes bears this nmessage:
Here nmen fromthe planet earth first set foot upon the noon July 1969 A D. W cane in
peace for all mankind.

Those ni neteen hundred and sixty-nine years had constituted the majority of the age of
Pi sces, a 12th of the great year. That is neasured by the thousand generations the
precession of the earth’s axis requires to scribe a giant circle in the heavens.

In the next 20 centuries, the age of Aquarius of the great year, the age for which our
young peopl e have such high hopes, humanity may begin to understand its nost baffling
nyst ery—where are we goi ng?

The earth is, in fact, traveling nany thousands of miles per hour in the direction of the
constellation Hercul es—t0 sonme unknown destination in the cosnbs. Man nust understand his
universe in order to understand his destiny.

Mystery however is a very necessary ingredient in our lives. Mystery creates wonder and
wonder is the basis for nan's desire to understand. Who knows what mnysteries will be
solved in our lifetine, and what new riddles will becone the challenge of the new
generations?

Sci ence has not nmastered prophesy. W predict too nuch for next year yet far too little
for the next ten. Responding to challenge is one of denbcracy's great strengths. CQur
successes in space lead us to hope that this strength can be used in the next decade in
the solution of many of our planet’s problens. Several weeks ago | enjoyed the warnth of
reflection on the true neanings of the spirit of Apollo.

| stood in the highlands of this Nation, near the Continental Divide, introducing to ny
sons the wonders of nature, and pleasures of |ooking for deer and for elk.

In their enthusiasmfor the view they frequently stunbled on the rocky trials, but when
they | ooked only to their footing, they did not see the elk. To those of you who have
advocat ed | ooki ng high we owe our sincere gratitude, for you have granted us the
opportunity to see sonme of the grandest views of the Creator.

To those of you who have been our honest critics, we also thank, for you have rem nded us
that we dare not forget to watch the trail. W carried on Apollo 11 two flags of this
Union that had flown over the Capitol, one over the House of Representatives, one over
the Senate. It is our privilege to return themnow in these Halls which exenplify man’s
hi ghest purpose—to serve one’'s fell ow nman.

We thank you, on behalf of all the nmen of Apollo, for giving us the privilege of joining
you in serving—for all mankind.

[ Appl ause, the Menbers rising.]

(Thereupon, the flags were presented to the Speaker and to the Vice President.)

The SPEAKER. | think we would be reniss on this occasion if we did not, in paying the

hi ghest honor that the Congress can pay to any person—to invite themand receive themin
joint neeting—al so honor what might be terned the unseen astronauts, the w ves of our

di stinguished friends. | amgoing to ask the wives of the astronauts to rise: Ms.
Arnmstrong, Ms. Collins, Ms. Adrin

[ Appl ause, the Menbers rising.]
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The VI CE PRESI DENT. On behalf of the Menbers of the Senate, we are very grateful for the
presentation of this flag. W watched with great interest the Apollo program proceed and
are conscious of the thrust of the need, in the words of the gentleman who spoke here
this norning, the primary need bei ng bal ance and the need to neet the problens of our
soci ety wherever they arise. | can assure you that this nenento will not fall into that
category but will be kept and appreciated with the dignity that it deserves.

Thank you very much

The SPEAKER. On behal f of the House of Representatives | want to express our sincere
thanks to the nenbers of the Apollo 11 for the thought and for the action in carrying
this flag, presented to the House, to the nmoon and flying it on the noon. These two fl ags
are probably two of the npbst precious flags, not only of our own country, but of any
other country. W extend to you the deep thanks of the Menbers of the House of
Representatives and assure you that every care and caution will be taken, because this
will be forever one of the nost treasured possessions of this great Chanber

[ Appl ause, the Menbers rising.]

At 12 o' clock and 59 minutes p.m, M. Neil A Arnstrong, Lt. Col. Mchael Collins, US.
Air Force, Col. Edwin E. Aldrin, Jr., US. Air Force, acconpanied by the conmittee of
escort, retired fromthe Hall of the House of Representatives.

The Door keeper escorted the invited guests fromthe Chanber in the foll ow ng order:

The nenbers of the President’s Cabinet.

The anbassadors, mnisters, and chargés d’ affaires of foreign governnents.

JO NT MEETI NG DI SSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The Chair declares the joint nmeeting of both branches of Congress hereby
di ssol ved.
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