
 
 

 
 
 

 

Newsletter Date 
Volume 1, Issue 1 

Meeting Highlights: 
 

 December Meeting - 
Consumer 
forensic 
investigations 

 January Meeting  
MOX Fuel. - Joint 
meeting with ANS. 

 February Meeting  
It’s Just Candy, 
How Hard Can It 
Be? 
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Knoxville - Oak Ridge Section/  

Date:     12/07/04 

Cost:   $18.00 

Location:   Cozymels  

  Mexican Grill 

7727 Kingston Pike 

Knoxville, TN 

(865) 694-9811 

Fajitas – Chicken, Beef or 
Combination served on grilled 
peppers and onions 

Enchiladas – Hand-rolled with 
cheese and onions, Barbacoa 
(shredded beef), or Ranchero 
Chicken 

Tamales – Red Chile Pork 
tamales, steamed and topped with 
Ancho Sauce  

Includes fresh chips & Salsa, 
fresh hot tortillas, rice & beans, 
and soft drink or tea.  

December Meeting 

Consumer forensic investigations - Diversified 

Product Inspections (DPI) Inc. 

Mr. VanZyll will speak about the 
manufacturing process of 
consumer products and 
equipment used in residential 
homes.  Many products that are 
commonly used in a home are 
manufactured with materials 
that are incompatible for the 
service conditions designed.  He 
will discuss how some of these 
products are “designed to fail.”  
John will present examples of 
these products (“show and tell”) 

December 

  

The Section will subsidize up to 
15 students. 

 

5:30 p.m.  Executive Committee 
meeting (all members welcome) 

6:00 p.m.  Dinner  

7:00 p.m.  Program - Consumer 
forensic investigations,  

 

For reservations, please call, 
Linda Puckett at 574-2108  
(puckettlf@ornl.gov) or  

Betty Frazier at 974-2421 
(bfrazier@utk.edu)  

by Monday, 12/6. 

including washing machine hoses, 
water control valves (solenoid 
valves) and surge protectors.  
Failure of a hose or valve can 
lead to extensive water damage 
to the home and furnishings.  
Guidance will be provided on 
what consumers can do to 
protect themselves from 
potential product failures. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. VanZyll has been

involved in a number of

class action product

failure law suits including

Masonite siding, Firestone

tires, Louisiana Pacific

siding, polybutylene pipe

and fire retardant plywood

(FRT).”

John VanZyll currently serves as
the Chairman of the Board and 
Chief Executive Officer of 
Diversified Product Inspections 
(DPI) Inc., an Oak Ridge based 
company that specializes in 
forensic investigations.  John is a 
cofounder of the company that 
was started in 1991, which 
subsequently went public in 
2001.  Mr. VanZyll has developed 
numerous test protocols and 
procedures for both product 
failure analysis and indoor air 
quality testing.  Mr. VanZyll is a 
licensed Private Investigator and 
holds a number of certifications 
including; National Association 
of Investigative Specialist, 
Insurance Claim Investigation, 
and Advanced Fire Investigation 
Techniques.  Mr. VanZyll has been 
involved in a number of class 
action product failure law suits 
including Masonite siding, 
Firestone tires, Louisiana Pacific 
siding, polybutylene pipe and fire 
retardant plywood (FRT). 

About the Speaker and His Company 

The votes are in! 
 
Congratulations to the officers 
elected to serve in 2005. 
 
Chair-elect:  Ben Lewis  
Treasurer:  Steve McCoy 
Secretary:  David DePaoli 
Directors:  Mark Swientoniewski  
  Sharon Robinson  

Section Officer Election Results 
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DPI performs independent 
forensic investigations for the 
insurance industry in product 
liability cases.  DPI receives 
evidence (failed products) from 
insurance companies and 
performs inspections including 
specific laboratory tests to 
determine original component 
manufacturer as well as root 
cause of failure.    Specifically, 
DPI is tasked with determining if 
the product failed, how it failed, 
and who or what caused the 
failure.  DPI has performed 
investigations on over 380,000 
items in the 14 years since the 
company was formed.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Busmann from Focus 
Environmental Inc., presented a 
brief overview of The EPA Final 
Rule for National Emission 
Standards for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants for Industrial, 
Commercial and Institutional 
Boilers and Process Heaters (40 
CFR 63 Subpart DDDDD).  

 
The rule was published in the 
Federal Register on September 
13, 2004.  The regulations apply 
to new and existing boilers and 
process heaters located at 
facilities that are major sources 
and that use non-hazardous solid,
liquid and gaseous fuels. 
 

November Meeting Recap 

 Visit the AIChE Web site
(<http://www.aiche.org>) to stay
current, to
learn about the AIChE, new
programs and opportunities, and
to more fully enjoy the benefits
of participation in AIChE.
 
2005 Spring National Meeting  

April 10-14, Hyatt Regency, 
Atlanta, Georgia  

The Spring 2005 AIChE National 
Meeting will focus on workable 
solutions to the challenges 
confronting the chemical 
industry. Competition is          
fierce. Resources are more finite. 
Safety and sustainability must         
support profitability. There’s 
never been a greater need to 
work          "faster, cheaper, 
better."  

Join us in Atlanta as we explore 

INSTITUTE NEWS 
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The rule became effective 
November 12, 2004, and 
companies have 3 years to come 
into compliance with its 
requirements. 

If you missed the presentation, 
you can review the slides at the 
Section Website – There is a link 
from the calendar page.  
http://www.ornl.gov/sci/aiche/
calendar.htm 

 

solutions to these concerns in a 
new format. The 2005 Spring 
Meeting will feature a new track 
structure that will reach across 
specialties to focus on workable 
solutions applicable for all 
industries.  

Take advantage of many diverse 
technical sessions, panel 
discussions, conference 
keynotes, short courses, and 
networking events designed for    
all chemical engineering 
professionals.  

 Call for Papers  

 The ' Call for Papers - PTP ' 
process is now open! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 P.O. Box 2008 
 Bldg. 4500N, Room A30 
 Oak Ridge, TN  37830-6181 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knoxville - Oak
Ridge Section

If you would like to save us the 
cost of mailing a hard copy of 
the Newsletter to you, please 
provide us with an email address. 
If you change email addresses, 
let us know so that you will 
receive future electronic copies. 
Contact Linda Puckett 
(puckettlf@ornl.gov 

Knoxville Section is looking for individual or corporate sponsors 
to provide student meals at Section meetings.  The sponsor will be 
recognized at the meeting and in the Newsletter.  The cost to 
sponsor one meeting is $200.  It's a great way to encourage 
students to attend the local meetings and become future members 
in the Institute! 

SPONSORING OPPORTUNITIES 

Reminder 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E-Mail: aiche-
chat@chem.engr.utk.e
du 
 
 
 
 

 

We’re on the Web!  

See us at: 

http://www.ornl.
gov/sci/aiche 

KNOXVILLE - OAK 
RIDGE SECTION 
 

 

 for more information. 

 

Linda J. Puckett 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

P.O. Box 2008 

Oak Ridge, TN  37831 

Ph: 865-574-2108 

Fax: 865-241-4829 


