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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
As Co-Chairs of the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues (CCWI) during the 109th 
Congress, we are proud of our accomplishments over the past four years, as both Co-Vice Chairs 
and Co-Chairs.  We have been privileged to work with a dynamic and diverse group of women 
Members of Congress who are dedicated to increasing women’s rights and improving the health 
and well-being of women and children in the United States and around the world.   
 
We have been honored to serve with the invaluable and hard-working Co-Vice Chairs of the 
Caucus, Reps. Lois Capps and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen.  We are excited for Rep. Capps to become 
the Democratic Co-Chair of the Caucus in the 110th Congress, and incredibly proud to report that 
Rep. Ros-Lehtinen will serve as the first woman Ranking Member of the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs.  We know that they will both excel in these roles, and we look forward to 
continuing to work with them on issues important to women.  We are excited that Rep. Cathy 
McMorris Rodgers has taken on the role of Republican Co-Chair, and know that she and Rep. 
Capps will provide excellent leadership for the Caucus in the 110th Congress.  We are happy to 
report that Rep. Jan Schakowsky and Rep. Mary Fallin, a new Member of Congress, will become 
the new Co-Vice Chairs.  We hope that all the women Members will join us in congratulating the 
new leadership of the Women’s Caucus and actively support them in the Caucus’ activities in the 
new Congress.   
 
We also wish to thank the task force co-chairs for the Women’s Caucus, who helped host 
briefings and promote legislation and Member events in the 109th Congress: Reps. Shelley 
Moore Capito and Tammy Baldwin, Co-Chairs of the Women’s Health Task Force; Reps. Judy 
Biggert and Eddie Bernice Johnson, Co-Chairs of the Women in Business Task Force, Reps. 
Heather Wilson and Susan Davis, Co-Chairs of the Women in the Military Task Force, and Reps. 
Deborah Pryce and Betty McCollum, Co-Chairs of the International Women’s Task Force. By 
joining together as one strong, unified voice for women, we can make even more of a difference 
and help promote issues that affect women’s lives.  
 
A number of bills were passed and events occurred in our country and around the world during 
the 109th Congress that had an acute impact on women.  This report outlines the initiatives that 
the Women’s Caucus has taken on in the past two years. In January 2006, the reauthorization of 
the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) was signed into law.  This law creates several new 
programs to assist women who are victims of violence and provides increased funding levels.  
Many women Members were integral to the passage of VAWA and drafted various provisions of 
the law.  The Women’s Caucus sent several letters related to the bill, urging floor consideration 
and full funding for VAWA programs once the law was enacted.  The foundation of a woman’s 
health is her safety, and with each reauthorization of VAWA, more women are accessing the 
help and services they need to live a life free from violence.  

 
The Women’s Caucus continued to focus on women’s health issues in the 109th Congress.  From 
heart health to cervical cancer to microbicide development, women Members have been 
incredibly active to promote better health and screening for women.  The Caucus helped promote 
an important piece of legislation, the reauthorization of the National Breast and Cervical Cancer 
Early Detection Program.  We appreciate the hard work of the Women’s Health Task Force Co-
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Chairs, Reps. Tammy Baldwin and Shelley Moore Capito, who helped promote a number of 
important briefings, and along with Reps. Sue Myrick and Anna Eshoo, helped champion the 
reauthorization of the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program (H.R. 
5472).  While the Senate was unable to consider H.R. 5472 before the end of the 109th Congress, 
we will continue to strongly advocate for the bill and hope that the 110th Congress will act 
quickly to reauthorize this important screening program for low-income women. 

 
The Women’s Caucus was also proud to support trailblazers for women with H.Res. 357, a 
resolution authored by Congresswoman Brown-Waite, to honor Justice Sandra Day O’Connor on 
the occasion of her retirement from the Supreme Court.  As the first female Supreme Court 
justice, she broke down barriers for women in the legal profession.  We were proud to honor her 
service and her role in the history of women’s achievements.  H.Res. 357 passed the House 
unanimously in March 2006.  

 
Political change in Iraq and Afghanistan has provided significant opportunities for increased 
rights for women in that country.  Women Members of Congress were privileged to meet with 
women legislators and leaders from Iraq in a roundtable discussion in July 2005, and followed up 
that meeting with a letter to the leaders of Iraq’s Transnational Assembly urging that rights for 
women be protected and increased in the new constitution.  The Women’s Caucus was also 
excited to participate in a program on International Women’s Day 2006 when women leaders 
from Iraq and Afghanistan shadowed several women Members for the day.   

 
The Women’s Caucus has continued to advocate for women who are victims of violence in Latin 
America.  We voiced concerns in both the 108th and 109th Congresses about the brutal murders of 
over 400 women in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico over the past 13 years.  The Caucus was instrumental 
in promoting H.Con.Res. 90, a resolution authored by Congresswoman Hilda Solis to bring 
attention to the murders of women in Ciudad Juarez.  The House and the Senate passed 
H.Con.Res. 90 in May 2006, and our work continues to help bring attention to violence against 
women, both in the United States and abroad.   
 
The prospects for increasing women’s rights around the world are constantly evolving, and the 
Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues will continue to be a strong voice for women around 
the world in the 110th Congress.  Once again, we would like to thank all of our women 
colleagues in Congress who have worked with us in the 109th Congress to make a difference and 
improve the lives of women everywhere.  We are incredibly proud of the achievements of the 
Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues.  Thank you for supporting us as your Co-Chairs, and 
we look forward to supporting Congresswomen Lois Capps, Cathy McMorris Rodgers, Jan 
Schakowsky, and Mary Fallin as they continue to advocate for women in the 110th Congress.   

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 _____________________________   ____________________________ 
 HILDA L. SOLIS     GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
 Co-Chair, Congressional Caucus   Co-Chair, Congressional Caucus 
 for Women’s Issues     for Women’s Issues 
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WOMEN’S CAUCUS LEADERSHIP IN THE  
109TH CONGRESS 

 
Co-Chairs of the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues: 

Hilda L. Solis (D-CA) and Ginny Brown-Waite (R-FL) 
  

Vice-Chairs of the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues: 
Lois Capps (D-CA) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) 

 
Task Force Chairs of the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues: 

International Women: Reps. Betty McCollum (D-MN) and Deborah Pryce (R-OH) 
Violence Against Women: Reps. Ginny Brown-Waite (R-FL) and Hilda L. Solis (D-CA)  
Women's Health: Reps. Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) and Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) 
Women in Business: Reps. Judy Biggert (R-IL) and Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX)  
Women in the Military: Reps. Susan Davis (D-CA) and Heather Wilson (R-NM) 

 

WOMEN MEMBERS OF THE 109TH CONGRESS 
 
(71 total; 46 Democrats, 25 Republicans; 16% of the U.S. House of Representatives) 
  
Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) 
Melissa Bean (D-IL) 
Shelley Berkley (D-NV) 
Judy Biggert (R-IL) 
Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) 
Mary Bono (R-CA) 
Madeleine Bordallo (D-GU) 
Corrine Brown (D-FL) 
Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) 
Julia Carson (D-IN) 
Donna Christensen (D-VI) 
Barbara Cubin (R-WY) 
Jo Ann Davis (R-VA) 
Susan Davis (D-CA) 
Diana DeGette (D-CO) 
Rosa L. DeLauro (D-CT) 
Thelma Drake (R-VA) 
Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO) 
Anna Eshoo (D-CA) 
Virginia Foxx (R-NC) 
Kay Granger (R-TX) 
Jane Harman (D-CA) 
Katherine Harris (R-FL) 
Melissa Hart (R-PA) 
Stephanie Herseth (D-SD) 
Darlene Hooley (D-OR) 

Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX) 
Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX) 
Nancy L. Johnson (R-CT) 
Stephanie Tubbs Jones (D-OH) 
Marcy Kaptur (D-OH) 
Sue W. Kelly (R-NY) 
Carolyn Kilpatrick (D-MI) 
Barbara Lee (D-CA) 
Zoe Lofgren (D-CA) 
Nita M. Lowey (D-NY) 
Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) 
Betty McCollum (D-MN) 
Cynthia McKinney (D-GA) 
Cathy McMorris (R-WA) 
Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) 
Doris Matsui (D-CA)* 
Juanita Millender-McDonald (D-CA) 
Candice Miller (R-MI) 
Gwen Moore (D-WI) 
Marilyn Musgrave (R-CO) 
Sue Myrick (R-NC) 
Grace Napolitano (D-CA) 
Anne Northup (R-KY) 
Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC) 
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) 
Deborah Pryce (R-OH) 
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Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA) 
Linda Sanchez (D-CA) 
Loretta Sanchez (D-CA) 
Janice Schakowsky (D-IL) 
Jean Schmidt (R-OH)* 
Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) 
Allyson Schwartz (D-PA) 
Shelley Sekula-Gibbs (R-TX)* 

Louise McIntosh Slaughter (D-NY) 
Ellen O. Tauscher (D-CA) 
Nydia M. Velazquez (D-NY) 
Maxine Waters (D-CA) 
Diane Watson (D-CA) 
Heather Wilson (R-NM) 
Lynn C. Woolsey (D-CA)

  
• Denotes special election winner during 109th Congress. 
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S ISSUES 
  
The Women’s Caucus, including the International Women’s Task Force co-chairs, Reps. Betty 
McCollum and Deborah Pryce, have consistently worked together to increase rights for women 
around the world.  With the evolving political situation in Iraq, and the drafting of that country’s 
new constitution in 2006, women Members worked together to make a difference for Iraqi 
women.  Women Members met with Iraqi women leaders in July 2005 for a roundtable 
discussion and sent a letter to leaders of Iraq’s Transnational Assembly urging that rights for 
women be protected and increased in the new constitution.  Women Members participated in a 
program coordinated by the State Department on International Women’s Day 2006 when women 
leaders from Iraq and Afghanistan shadowed several Members for the day.   

 
The Women’s Caucus leadership in the 109th Congress weighed in on violence against women in 
Mexico, where murders of women have not been prosecuted or even investigated for years.  The 
Co-Chairs and Co-Vice Chairs cosigned Dear Colleagues to promote H.Con.Res. 90, a resolution 
authored by Congresswoman Hilda Solis to express condolences and propose a set of actions to 
end the brutal murders of women in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico.  Over 400 women have been 
murdered in the State of Chihuahua, Mexico over the past 13 years, and very few suspects have 
been arrested. The House and Representatives and the Senate passed H.Con.Res. 90 in May 
2006; our work continues to end violence against women throughout the world.   
 
As the Co-Chairs of the Women’s Caucus, we were proud to help host a number of briefings on 
issues important to women around the world.  Topics ranged from the aftermath of Asian 
tsunami in early 2005, to women’s representation in politics, to combating human trafficking, 
and promoting women’s rights in Pakistan, Iran, and Africa.  Through these briefings and 
outreach, we have helped educate staff, Members and the public about the need for stronger 
protections for women under the law throughout the world.   

 
 
Briefings on International Women’s Issues 
 
March 2, 2005: Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) briefing entitled “Women in Politics: 2005.”  
IPU presented their most recent World Map that highlights the participation of women 
worldwide in legislation and executive positions in government. 
 
April 12, 2005: JHPIEGO (Johns Hopkins Program for International Education in Gynecology 
and Obstetrics) briefing entitled “After the Tsunami: Meeting the Health Care needs of Women 
and Children in South Asia,” which featured experts who have spent significant time in the 
region since the disaster.  
 
April 13, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing entitled the “International Trafficking of Women 
and Girls,” with Ambassador John Miller, Director of the Office to Monitor and Combat 
Trafficking in Persons at the State Department, who discussed the federal government’s anti-
trafficking efforts. 
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May 24, 2005: Women for Women International Afternoon Tea, which provided an opportunity 
to learn about the disproportionate impact war has on women and to meet the inspirational 
women who direct Women for Women International’s programs in Afghanistan, Iraq, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Kosovo, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Nigeria and Rwanda. Rep. Lois 
Capps, Women’s Caucus Co-Vice Chair, spoke about her personal experience sponsoring 
women in Nigeria through Women for Women International.   
 
October 18, 2005: Lifetime Television, Amnesty International USA & The Tahirih Justice 
Center in conjunction with the Congressional Human Rights Caucus and the Congressional 
Caucus for Women’s Issues briefing entitled “Women and Girls as Global Commodities: An 
Examination of Human Trafficking and the International Marriage Broker Industry.”  The 
briefing included a screening of excerpts from the Lifetime original miniseries “Human 
Trafficking.” 
 
November 1, 2005: The Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues and the Congressional 
Human Rights Caucus briefing entitled “Pakistan: Violence Against Women” featuring 
Mukhtaran Bibi, who was gang-raped on the orders of a village council in Pakistan as 
punishment for the alleged misconduct of her brother.  
 
March 8, 2006: The Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues and the Iran Working Group, in 
conjunction with the Alliance of Iranian Women, International Women’s Day briefing on the 
rights of women and children in Iran and their work to advance democracy.   
 
March 30, 2006: NETWORK: A National Catholic Social Justice Lobby briefing entitled 
“Global Journey of Peace: Iraqi Women Speak.”   
 
July 18, 2006: Alliance for Microbicide Development, Global Campaign for Microbicides, 
International Partnership for Microbicides, and Women's Policy, Inc. briefing entitled 
“Microbicide Research, A Promising Prevention Strategy For HIV/AIDS: Can It Save Women’s 
Lives?”   
 
 
Letters on International Women’s Issues 
 
August 4, 2005: Letter to the Transnational Assembly of Iraq in support of the protection of 
women's rights in the Iraqi Constitution.  This letter was a joint effort by the Congressional 
Caucus for Women’s Issues and the Iraqi Women’s Caucus.  There were 35 signers total. 

• Signers (34): Solis, Brown-Waite, Capps, Ros-Lehtinen, Tauscher, Granger, Lee, E.B. 
Johnson, Moore, Biggert, Davis (Susan), Sanchez (Loretta), McCollum, Baldwin, Tubbs 
Jones, Schakowsky, Hart, Harman, Jackson-Lee, Slaughter, Brown, Kaptur, Maloney, 
Lowey, Matsui, Woolsey, Berkley, Herseth, Myrick, Pryce, Lofgren, McCarthy, Watson, 
Wasserman-Schultz. 

 
December 22, 2005: Dear Colleague on Violence Against Women in Africa cosigned by Co-
Chairs of the Women’s Caucus.  This Dear Colleague was distributed to all Members of 
Congress and included a new briefing paper by the Joint United Nations Programme on 
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HIV/AIDS about the disturbing connection between violence against women and HIV infection. 
Women in some African nations who are victims of violence are up to three times as likely to be 
infected with HIV.  
 
Member Events about International Women’s Issues 
 
March 9, 2005: Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues and Iraqi Women’s Caucus Meeting 
with Iraqi and Afghan women leaders in honor of International Women’s Day. 
 
June 8, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing for women Members with Ambassador John 
Miller, Director of the Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons at the State 
Department, who discussed the 2005 Trafficking in Persons report.  This briefing was supported 
by the Women's Caucus Co-Chairs, Reps. Solis and Brown-Waite; Co-Vice chairs, Reps. Capps 
and Ros-Lehtinen; International Women’s Task Force Co-Chairs, Reps. McCollum and Pryce; 
and Reps. Maloney, Granger, Lowey, Harris, Millender-McDonald and Drake. 
 
June 22, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc. and Peace X Peace roundtable discussion with Members 
of the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues and the Iraqi Women’s Caucus.  The meeting 
featured Dr. Naba Saleem Hamid, founder of New Horizons for Women and a Professor at 
Baghdad University.  This event was supported by the Women's Caucus Co-Chairs, Reps. Solis 
and Brown-Waite; Co-Vice chairs, Reps. Capps and Ros-Lehtinen; International Women’s Task 
Force co-chairs, Reps. McCollum and Pryce; and Iraqi Women’s Caucus Co-Chairs, Reps. 
Granger, Tauscher and Tom Osborne. 
 
July 19, 2005: International Museum of Women lunch for women Members.  The International 
Museum of Women is the first museum honoring the history, contributions and achievements of 
women worldwide.  At the briefing, the International Museum of Women previewed their 
exhibit, “Imagining Ourselves,” a powerful, positive voice with and for a new generation of 
women -- nearly one billion women worldwide -- in their twenties and thirties.   
 
July 21, 2005: Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues roundtable discussion with  Iraqi 
Minister of State for Women's Affairs, Azhar Sheikly, and Members of the Iraqi Transitional 
National Assembly about the drafting of the Iraq Constitution.   
 
March 8, 2006: Iraqi and Afghani women legislators shadowed women Members of Congress, 
with the help and coordination of the State Department, in honor of International Women’s Day.  
The women Members gained understanding and newfound appreciation for the challenges faced 
by women legislators in those countries.   
  



 10

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ISSUES 
  
One of the most important legislative accomplishments for women in the 109th Congress was the 
reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA).  Since the founding of the 
Women’s Caucus, women Members have worked diligently to end violence against women.  
Even though increased focus on this issue, police training, stronger laws, and services for victims 
of violence have helped stem the problem, nearly one in every four women experiences at least 
one physical assault by a partner during adulthood. Yet, only one in every seven (14 percent) 
domestic assaults comes to the attention of police. Four out of ten victims of domestic violence 
live in households with young children, who most likely witness the abuse.  The foundation for a 
woman’s health and well-being is her safety.  In the 109th Congress, women Members continued 
to work on behalf of women and children, and their efforts helped make VAWA 2005 the 
strongest bill yet to combat violence against women. 
 
Combating violence against women is a high priority for both Co-Chairs of the Women’s 
Caucus, who also served as Co-Chairs of the Violence Against Women Task Force of the 
Women’s Caucus in the 109th Congress.  Rep. Solis and Rep. Brown-Waite authored provisions 
that were included in the final version of VAWA.  In their capacity, the Women’s Caucus Co-
Chairs, Reps. Solis and Brown-Waite coordinated a letter from women Members to the House 
Leadership asking that VAWA be considered before the end of 2005.  The Co-Chairs also helped 
promote a number of briefings, including the annual “Stop Violence Against Women Week” that 
is coordinated by Lifetime Television and a number of nationally-recognized groups that work to 
end violence against women. 
 
Once VAWA passed the House, ensuring full funding for programs authorized by the Violence 
Against Women Act was a high priority for the Caucus.  Multiple letters were coordinated to 
urge appropriators to fully fund VAWA.  The Caucus also helped coordinate a letter to the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services and the Attorney General asking that VAWA programs 
receive full funding in the fiscal year 2008 budget recommendations sent to the President.  The 
economic and emotional toll that violence against women takes on our country is still a serious 
problem.  When programs aiming to end violence against women receive robust funding, we can 
make a real difference for women and children who are victims of violence.  We look forward to 
continuing to work with the Caucus to help safeguard women and children and end violence 
against women once and for all. 
 
 
Briefings on Violence Against Women  
 
March 7 – 11, 2005: 4th annual Lifetime TV “Stop Violence Against Women Week” in 
Washington, DC. 
 
April 27, 2005: National Alliance to End Sexual Violence, National Center for Victims of 
Crime, Sisters of Color Ending Sexual Assault, and Lifetime Television, in conjunction with the 
Congressional Caucus for Women's Issues and the Congressional Victim’s Rights Caucus, 
briefing entitled “VAWA: How It’s Meeting the Needs of Sexual Assault Victims  
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May 11, 2005: Girls Inc. briefing entitled “Girls Speak Out About Violence in their Lives.” This 
briefing served to draw attention to the impact of violence against women, especially domestic 
violence, sexual assault, and other forms of gender-based violence, so that staff could learn more 
about how these types of violence affects young girls.  
 
April 4, 2006: Lifetime Television, the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
(NCADV), and the National Alliance to End Sexual Violence (NAESV) advance screening of 
the documentary “Searching for Angela Shelton.”  
 
April 3 – 7, 2006: Lifetime Television’s 5th annual “Stop Violence Against Women Week in 
Washington” (April 3 - 7) brought together the nation’s leading experts, advocates, and policy-
makers for a series of special events in Washington, DC to send the message that violence 
against women affects us all and takes us all to stop it. 
 
 
Letters on Violence Against Women  
 
December 15, 2005: Letter to House and Senate Leadership asking for floor consideration of the 
reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) before adjournment of the first 
session of the 109th Congress (before the end of 2005).   

• Signers (39): Solis, Brown-Waite, Capps, Ros-Lehtinen, Pelosi, Capito, Slaughter, 
Biggert, Maloney, Hart, Tauscher, Wasserman-Schultz, McCarthy, E.B. Johnson, 
Baldwin, Matsui, Kilpatrick, Roybal-Allard, Moore, Norton, Christensen, Kaptur, 
Herseth, Carson, Tubbs Jones, Sanchez (Linda), Lowey, Millender-McDonald, Sanchez 
(Loretta), Velazquez, Napolitano, Schakowsky, Schwartz, Davis (Susan), McCollum, 
Berkley, Woolsey, Watson, Bean. 

 
May 2, 2006:  Letter to House Appropriations Committee Chair and Ranking Member urging 
rejection of budget provision to rescind funding for the Crime Victims Fund, as authorized by the 
Victims of Crime Act (VOCA).  This letter was a joint effort by the Women’s Caucus and the 
Victim’s Rights Caucus and 111 Members signed on in total. 

• Signers (23): Brown-Waite, Solis, Harris, Capps, Maloney, Baldwin, Schakowsky, 
McCarthy, DeGette, Berkley, Jackson-Lee, Kelly, Matsui, Hart, Wasserman-Schultz, 
Tauscher, Johnson (Nancy), Herseth, Carson, Lee, Moore, DeLauro, Cubin. 

 
May 5, 2006: Letter to House Appropriations Committee and Subcommittee Chairs and Ranking 
Members of jurisdiction in support of full funding for programs reauthorized or newly created by 
the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) in the FY2007 appropriations bills. 

• Signers (9): Solis and Brown-Waite (co-chairs of the Congressional Caucus for Women’s 
Issues); Poe, Costa, Harris (co-chairs of the Victim’s Rights Caucus), Napolitano (CHC 
Chair), Watt (CBC Chair), Honda (CAPAC Chair), Lofgren (Member of House 
Committee on the Judiciary).  

 
July 14, 2006: Letter to Attorney General Gonzales and Health and Human Services Secretary 
Leavitt in support of full funding for programs reauthorized or newly created by the Violence 
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Against Women Act (VAWA) in the FY2008 budget. This letter was a joint effort by the 
Women’s Caucus and the Victim’s Rights Caucus and 167 Members signed on in total. 

• Signers (50): Solis, Brown-Waite, Harris, Lofgren, Wasserman-Schultz, Watson, Pryce, 
McKinney, Herseth, Bono, Schwartz, Bordallo, Berkley, Bean, Tubbs Jones, Baldwin, 
Hart, Schakowsky, McCollum, Tauscher, Cubin, Davis (Susan), Biggert, Moore, Capito, 
Christensen, Johnson (E.B.), DeGette, Carson, Napolitano, Kilpatrick, Capps, Lee, 
Norton, Ros-Lehtinen, DeLauro, Woolsey, Matsui, Lowey, Roybal-Allard, Maloney, 
Waters, Pelosi, Harman, Johnson (Nancy), Jackson Lee, Emerson, Brown, Millender-
McDonald, Slaughter. 

 



 13

WOMEN’S HEALTH ISSUES 
 
Protecting and promoting women’s health and well-being has been one of the broadest issue 
areas in which the Women’s Caucus has had an impact, both throughout its history and in the 
109th Congress.  Reps. Tammy Baldwin and Shelley Moore Capito were very active in their roles 
as Co-Chairs of the Women’s Health Task Force.  A number of women Members introduced 
their own legislation dealing with a variety of women’s health topics, including heart health, 
breast cancer, eating disorders, underage drinking, and more.  We were happy to encourage other 
women Members to cosponsor a number of these bills or sign on to letters about these issues.    
 
The Co-Chairs of the Caucus also helped promote a number of briefings, letters and bills about 
women’s health, the most significant of which was H.R. 5472, the reauthorization of the National 
Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program (NBCCEDP).  H.R. 5472 was introduced 
by Rep. Myrick and our Women’s Health Task Force Co-Chair, Rep. Baldwin. Both are 
Members of the committee of jurisdiction, the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.  
Reps. Myrick and Baldwin helped promote the bill by cosigning Dear Colleagues encouraging 
members to cosponsor the bill.  For the past 15 years, the NBCCEDP has helped low-income, 
uninsured, and underserved women gain access to potentially lifesaving screening for the early 
detection of breast and cervical cancer as well as education, outreach, case management and 
treatment services.  Women Members of Congress were instrumental in the establishment of the 
program in 1991, and subsequent reauthorizations.  We were proud to continue that legacy in the 
109th Congress.        
 
The Co-Chairs of the Caucus were proud to support a number of women’s health briefings in the 
109th Congress.  Many of these briefings had a common thread of understanding the importance 
of gender differences in medical treatment for women and health research.  From heart health to 
all types of research, we highlighted how differences between men and women in relation to 
health conditions, such as heart disease, are not understood well enough by health care and 
research professionals.  We investigated a range of other health topics, including HIV/AIDS, 
cervical cancer, smoking among women, health disparities, hormone replacement therapy, and 
the importance of healthy living.  We also investigated the financial side of health care with 
briefings on health benefits literacy and long term health care insurance and its impact on 
women.   
 
We worked hard to provide a forum for a diverse range of women’s health topics in Congress.  
We know that the Women’s Caucus will continue the legacy of women Members before us by 
advocating on behalf of women’s health.  We hope that our efforts to educate our colleagues, 
their staff and the public will help to improve the overall health of women throughout the 
country and the world. 
 
 
Briefings on Women’s Health 
 
May 10, 2005: American Legacy Foundation, National Journal and Women's Policy, Inc. 
briefing entitled “Circle of Friends: Uniting to be Smoke-Free™,” a national movement of 
women who want to support friends and loved ones who are trying to quit smoking.  This 
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briefing took place during National Women’s Health Week.  Smoking is the leading preventable 
cause of death for America's women.   
 
July 14, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing entitled “Cultural Competency: A Critical 
Component to Address Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities for Women.”   
 
October 20, 2005: Aetna, the Financial Planning Association and Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing 
entitled “Women’s Health: Health Benefits Literacy and Retirement Planning.” 
 
December 6, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing entitled “The Status of Cervical Cancer 
Vaccine Research.” 
 
December 7, 2005: The Jacob’s Institute for Women’s Health briefing entitled “No Wonder 
We’re All Confused: Hormone Therapy and the Communication of Medical Information.”   
 
January 10, 2006: amfAR (The Foundation for AIDS Research), the Society for Women’s 
Health Research, and Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing entitled “HIV/AIDS:  The Disproportionate 
Impact on Women of Color in the U.S.”   

 
January 26, 2006: Girl Scouts of the USA and Women’s Policy Inc. briefing entitled “A New 
Girl Scout Research Institute Report: The New Normal? What Girls Say About Healthy Living.”   

 
February 14, 2006: WomenHeart: the National Coalition for Women and Heart Disease and the 
Society for Women’s Health Research briefing entitled “The 10 Q Report: Advancing Women’s 
Heart Health Through Improved Research, Diagnosis and Treatment.”   
 
April 27, 2006: The Century Council’s briefing entitled “Girl Talk: Choices and Consequences 
of Underage Drinking,” which highlighted a new resource to help discourage underage drinking 
among our nation’s teenage girls.  Members of the U.S. Women’s Soccer Team, including 
Olympic medalist Julie Foudy and Phyllis Greenberger, President and CEO of the Society for 
Women’s Health Research were on hand to highlight the importance of this initiative.   

 
May 10, 2006: American Legacy Foundation and Women’s Policy Inc. briefing entitled “Her 
Journey: Smoking’s Presence Throughout Women’s Lives.”   

 
May 15, 2006: Society for Women’s Health Research briefing entitled “Bone Up on Calcium & 
Vitamin D Facts: Knowledge is Strength.”   
 
May 22, 2006: The Friends of the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 
(NICHD), in cooperation with Reps. Capito and Baldwin, Co-Chairs of the Women’s Health 
Task Force, briefing entitled “Spotlight on NICHD: Consequences, Treatment, and Prevention of 
Obesity.” 
 
July 18, 2006: Genworth Financial, Inc. Long Term Care briefing entitled “The Impact of Long 
Term Care on Women: An Analysis of Women as Care Providers and Care Recipients.”   
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July 18, 2006: Alliance for Microbicide Development, Global Campaign for Microbicides, 
International Partnership for Microbicides, and Women's Policy, Inc. briefing entitled 
“Microbicide Research, A Promising Prevention Strategy For HIV/AIDS: Can It Save Women’s 
Lives?”  Senator Barack Obama spoke at the briefing. 
 
September 26, 2006: Society for Women’s Health Research briefing entitled “From the Lab to 
the Clinic: Translating Women’s Health Research into Practice.”   
 
 
Letters on Women’s Health 
 
May 2, 2006: Letter to Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regarding pregnancy outcomes and 
birth defects related to prescription drugs.   

• Signers (11): Solis, Brown-Waite, Capps, Baldwin, Tubbs Jones, Hart, Capito, Lofgren, 
Maloney, Brown.  

 
September 27, 2006: Letter to House Republican Leadership asking for floor consideration of 
the reauthorization of the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program before 
the end of the 109th Congress.  

• Signers (35): Solis, Brown-Waite, Capps, Pelosi, Baldwin, Myrick, DeLauro, Capito, 
Lowey, Davis (Jo Ann), Jackson-Lee, Harris, Schakowsky, Woolsey, Maloney, 
McCollum, Kaptur, Velazquez, Millender-McDonald, Lofgren, Sanchez (Linda), 
Berkeley, McCarthy, Norton, Wasserman-Schultz, Matsui, Bean, Moore (Gwen), Davis 
(Susan), Christensen, Tubbs Jones, Napolitano, Kilpatrick, Eshoo, Biggert. 

 
Member Events on Women’s Health 
 
May 18, 2005: Women’s Health Member Meeting with the Department of Health and Human 
Services Coordinating Committee on Women’s Health: In recognition of Women’s Health 
Month, the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues held a Members-only meeting to provide 
an agency perspective of the pressing needs in women’s health research, education, and 
advocacy. Dr. Wanda Jones, the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health (Women’s Health) made 
brief opening remarks on behalf of the Committee.  
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WOMEN IN THE MILITARY 
  
The Women’s Caucus continues to focus on the issues faced by women in the military, and the 
Co-Chairs of the Women in the Military Task Force, Reps. Susan Davis and Heather Wilson, 
were effective in their roles in the 109th Congress.  The Caucus maintained its support for an 
initiative started by Rep. Louise Slaughter, the Women’s Caucus Co-Chair in the 108th Congress, 
to shine a light on sexual assault in the military.  Thanks to her tireless efforts, the Pentagon has 
now established a Task Force on Sexual Harassment and Violence at the Military Service 
Academies.  We were pleased that the Caucus continued to work with Rep. Slaughter to provide 
a safer atmosphere for servicewomen in our military. 
 
The Caucus was proud to honor women veterans with the annual Memorial Day Wreath Laying 
Ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery.  Organized by the Women’s Caucus Co-Vice Chairs, 
Reps. Lois Capps and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, this event gives women Members an opportunity to 
recognize the contributions of servicewomen from each branch of the military, and also pay 
tribute to those women veterans who have served with courage and valor.  With the ongoing 
military involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan, we look forward to working with the Caucus to 
highlight servicewomen’s outstanding service to our country.   
 
Briefings on Women in the Military 
 
October 19, 2005: Department of Defense Briefing on Task Force on Sexual Harassment and 
Violence at the Military Service Academies.  In response to numerous allegations of sexual 
harassment and assault among cadets at the academies, the Task Force was formed in September 
2004 and charged with reviewing the extent of this problem and developing recommendations 
for reform at the service academies.  This briefing served as an update on the task force’s work.  
The Dear Colleague for this briefing was circulated by Reps. Slaughter, Solis, Brown-Waite, 
Capito, Susan Davis, and Loretta Sanchez. 
 
November 9, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc., the Women’s Research and Education Institute, and 
Disabled American Veterans briefing entitled “Trailblazers: Women Veterans Share Their 
Stories.”   
 
November 15, 2006: Women’s Policy, Inc., the Women’s Research and Education Institute, 
Disabled American Veterans, Vietnam Veterans of America, and BPW/USA’s Women Joining 
Forces Initiative briefing entitled “Trailblazers: Women Veterans Share Their Stories.”   
 
 
Member Events about Women in the Military 
 
May 26, 2005 and May 23, 2006: Annual Memorial Day Wreath Laying Ceremony for Women 
Veterans. This annual event at the Arlington National Cemetery honored our nation’s 
servicewomen and women veterans for their courage and achievements, and remembered women 
who have died while on duty serving the United States. We honored outstanding senior female 
non-commissioned officers (NCOs) from the Air Force, the Army, the Coast Guard, the Marines, 
and the Navy.   
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WOMEN IN BUSINESS, EDUCATION AND THE WORKPLACE 
 
Women are an integral part of our nation’s economy and workforce, and the Women’s Caucus 
worked to highlight the issues faced by women in educational settings and the workplace.  Too 
many women struggle to make ends meet and support their families.  While many women have 
joined the workforce in the past few decades, disparities remain in certain professional fields.  
Expertise in science, math and technology are the foundation of increasing America’s 
competitive edge in the technological fields which will increasingly dominate the global 
economy.  Yet, women and minorities are seriously underrepresented in these fields.  The 
Women’s Caucus worked to highlight the importance of bringing more women into these fields 
with briefings in the 109th Congress.   
 
The Women’s Caucus weighed in on a proposal by the Bureau of Labor Statistics to discontinue 
the “Women Worker Series” which provides solid data about women’s participation in the 
workforce.  Even with more women than ever earning their college degree and joining the 
workforce, we still need data to see where the needs are to diversify and expand women’s 
participation in more professional fields.   
 
Finally, the Women’s Caucus urged the Department of Education to rescind a “policy 
clarification” issued in 2005 that dramatically changed the accountability of colleges and 
universities to the requirements laid down by Title IX.  Title IX was passed in 1972 to provide 
women an equal footing with men in college sports.  Athletics can provide young women with 
many of the tools they need to succeed in life, while also inspiring legions of young girls to get 
active.  We will continue to advocate for Title IX and for women in sports who inspire us all. 
 
Women have unique skills and expertise to bring to a host of professions and continue to help 
drive our economy.  The number of women-owned businesses continues to grow at twice the rate 
of all U.S. firms.  In order to spur economic growth, we must continue to encourage and support 
the women entrepreneurs in our country.  We look forward to working in the 110th Congress to 
promote policies that support women in academics, athletics, business and the workplace.   
 
 
Briefings on Women in Business, Education and the Workplace  
 
February 17, 2005: Women Work! And The National Network for Women’s Employment 
briefing on their report entitled “Chutes and Ladders: The Search for Solid Ground for Women 
in the Workforce.”  This report is an update on the status of single mothers and displaced 
homemakers in the United States, with recommendations for employers and policymakers for 
improving women’s economic status. 
 
March 21, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing on H.R. 366, Vocational and Technical 
Education for the Future Act, specifically for staff of women Members.  Speakers included 
staffers for Republican and Democratic Members of the House Committee on Education and the 
Workforce.   
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May 25, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc., the American Association of University Women, the 
American Chemical Society, Girls Incorporated, and the Women’s High-Tech Coalition, in 
conjunction with the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues, and the Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math (STEM) Education Caucus (Reps. Vern Ehlers and Mark Udall), briefing 
entitled “Advancing Women in Science.” The briefing examined the challenges facing women 
scientists and efforts underway to advance women in science in both the private and public 
sectors.   
 
October 26, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing entitled “Asset Building: The Path to Financial 
Independence for Women.”   
 
April 26, 2006: Washington Area Women’s Foundation and Women’s Policy Inc. briefing 
entitled “Stepping Stones: Increasing Economic Security for Low-Income Women.”  

 
December 6, 2006: Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing entitled “Expanding the Middle Class: Paths 
to Economic Self-Sufficiency for Women and their Families.”  
 
 
Letters on Women in Business, Education and the Workplace  
 
November 4, 2005: Letter to House Appropriations Committee Chair and Ranking Member 
supporting the Bureau of Labor Statistics “Women Worker” data series.  

• Signers (31): DeLauro, Solis, Brown-Waite, Baldwin, Bean, Berkley, Biggert, Capito, 
Capps, Carson, Davis, Eshoo, Herseth, Johnson (E.B.), Lee, Matsui, Maloney, McCarthy, 
McCollum, Millender-McDonald, Moore, Napolitano, Norton, Sanchez (Linda), 
Schakowsky, Schwartz, Slaughter, Tauscher, Wasserman-Schultz, Watson, Woolsey. 

 
November 14, 2005: Letter to House and Senate Appropriations Committee Chairs and Ranking 
Members supporting Senate language regarding the Title IX policy clarification issued by the 
Department of Education in March 2005.  

• Signers (30): Solis, Brown-Waite, Woolsey, Capps, Johnson (Nancy), Slaughter, Capito, 
McCarthy, Wasserman-Schultz, Tauscher, Maloney, Tubbs Jones, McCollum, Baldwin, 
Sanchez (Linda), Millender-McDonald, Napolitano, Waters, Berkley, Christensen, 
Harman, DeGette, Jackson-Lee, Moore, Schakowsky, Davis (Susan), Lofgren, Johnson 
(E.B.). 

o Reps. George Miller, Christopher Shays, Rob Simmons also signed the letter. 
 
 
Member Events about Women in Business, Education and the Workforce 
 
February 16, 2005: Women’s High-Tech Coalition, in partnership with Women In Bio hosted a 
reception honoring the newly-elected women Members of Congress.   
 
April 28, 2005 and April 27, 2006: Take Our Daughters to Work Day (TODS) with Women’s 
Policy Inc., Girls Inc., and Girl Scouts of the USA paired girls with women Members of 
Congress to shadow then and their staff for a half day of learning and sharing experiences.  This 
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day was established by the Ms. Foundation for Women to create an opportunity for girls and 
boys to think about their expectations for the future while seeing the opportunities before them 
firsthand.  
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109TH CONGRESS BRIEFINGS AND EVENTS (CHRONOLOGICAL)
 
February 17, 2005: Women Work! And The National Network for Women’s Employment 
briefing on their report entitled “Chutes and Ladders: The Search for Solid Ground for Women 
in the Workforce.”  This report is an update on the status of single mothers and displaced 
homemakers in the United States, with recommendations for employers and policymakers for 
improving women’s economic status. 
 
March 2, 2005: Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) briefing entitled “Women in Politics: 2005.”  
IPU presented their most recent World Map that highlights the participation of women 
worldwide in legislation and executive positions in government. 
 
March 7 – 11, 2005: 4th annual Lifetime TV “Stop Violence Against Women Week” in 
Washington, DC. 
 
March 21, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing on H.R. 366, Vocational and Technical 
Education for the Future Act, specifically for staff of women Members.  Speakers included 
staffers for Republican and Democratic Members of the House Committee on Education and the 
Workforce.   
 
April 12, 2005: JHPIEGO (Johns Hopkins Program for International Education in Gynecology 
and Obstetrics) briefing entitled “After the Tsunami: Meeting the Health Care needs of Women 
and Children in South Asia,” which featured experts who have spent significant time in the 
region since the disaster.  
 
April 13, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing entitled the “International Trafficking of Women 
and Girls,” with Ambassador John Miller, Director of the Office to Monitor and Combat 
Trafficking in Persons at the State Department, who discussed the federal government’s anti-
trafficking efforts. 
 
April 27, 2005: National Alliance to End Sexual Violence, National Center for Victims of 
Crime, Sisters of Color Ending Sexual Assault, and Lifetime Television, in conjunction with the 
Congressional Caucus for Women's Issues and the Congressional Victim’s Rights Caucus, 
briefing entitled “VAWA: How It’s Meeting the Needs of Sexual Assault Victims  
 
May 10, 2005: American Legacy Foundation, National Journal and Women's Policy, Inc. 
briefing entitled “Circle of Friends: Uniting to be Smoke-Free™,” a national movement of 
women who want to support friends and loved ones who are trying to quit smoking.  This 
briefing took place during National Women’s Health Week.  Smoking is the leading preventable 
cause of death for America's women.   
 
May 11, 2005: Girls Inc. briefing entitled “Girls Speak Out About Violence in their Lives.” This 
briefing served to draw attention to the impact of violence against women, especially domestic 
violence, sexual assault, and other forms of gender-based violence, so that staff could learn more 
about how these types of violence affects young girls.  
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May 24, 2005: Women for Women International Afternoon Tea, which provided an opportunity 
to learn about the disproportionate impact war has on women and to meet the inspirational 
women who direct Women for Women International’s programs in Afghanistan, Iraq, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Kosovo, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Nigeria and Rwanda. Rep. Lois 
Capps, Women’s Caucus Co-Vice Chair, spoke about her personal experience sponsoring 
women in Nigeria through Women for Women International.   
 
May 25, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc., the American Association of University Women, the 
American Chemical Society, Girls Incorporated, and the Women’s High-Tech Coalition, in 
conjunction with the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues, and the Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math (STEM) Education Caucus (Reps. Vern Ehlers and Mark Udall), briefing 
entitled “Advancing Women in Science.” The briefing examined the challenges facing women 
scientists and efforts underway to advance women in science in both the private and public 
sectors.   
 
July 14, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing entitled “Cultural Competency: A Critical 
Component to Address Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities for Women.”   
 
October 18, 2005: Lifetime Television, Amnesty International USA & The Tahirih Justice 
Center in conjunction with the Congressional Human Rights Caucus and the Congressional 
Caucus for Women’s Issues briefing entitled “Women and Girls as Global Commodities: An 
Examination of Human Trafficking and the International Marriage Broker Industry.”  The 
briefing included a screening of excerpts from the Lifetime original miniseries “Human 
Trafficking.” 
 
October 19, 2005: Department of Defense Briefing on Task Force on Sexual Harassment and 
Violence at the Military Service Academies.  In response to numerous allegations of sexual 
harassment and assault among cadets at the academies, the Task Force was formed in September 
2004 and charged with reviewing the extent of this problem and developing recommendations 
for reform at the service academies.  This briefing served as an update on the task force’s work.  
The Dear Colleague for this briefing was circulated by Reps. Slaughter, Solis, Brown-Waite, 
Capito, Susan Davis, and Loretta Sanchez. 
 
October 20, 2005: Aetna, the Financial Planning Association and Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing 
entitled “Women’s Health: Health Benefits Literacy and Retirement Planning.” 
 
October 26, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing entitled “Asset Building: The Path to Financial 
Independence for Women.”   
 
November 1, 2005: The Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues and the Congressional 
Human Rights Caucus briefing entitled “Pakistan: Violence Against Women” featuring 
Mukhtaran Bibi, who was gang-raped on the orders of a village council in Pakistan as 
punishment for the alleged misconduct of her brother.  
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November 9, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc., the Women’s Research and Education Institute, and 
Disabled American Veterans briefing entitled “Trailblazers: Women Veterans Share Their 
Stories.”   
 
December 6, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing entitled “The Status of Cervical Cancer 
Vaccine Research.” 
 
December 7, 2005: The Jacob’s Institute for Women’s Health briefing entitled “No Wonder 
We’re All Confused: Hormone Therapy and the Communication of Medical Information.”   
 
January 10, 2006: amfAR (The Foundation for AIDS Research), the Society for Women’s 
Health Research, and Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing entitled “HIV/AIDS:  The Disproportionate 
Impact on Women of Color in the U.S.”   

 
January 26, 2006: Girl Scouts of the USA and Women’s Policy Inc. briefing entitled “A New 
Girl Scout Research Institute Report: The New Normal? What Girls Say About Healthy Living.”   

 
February 14, 2006: WomenHeart: the National Coalition for Women and Heart Disease and the 
Society for Women’s Health Research briefing entitled “The 10 Q Report: Advancing Women’s 
Heart Health Through Improved Research, Diagnosis and Treatment.”   
 
March 8, 2006: The Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues and the Iran Working Group, in 
conjunction with the Alliance of Iranian Women, International Women’s Day briefing on the 
rights of women and children in Iran and their work to advance democracy.   
 
March 30, 2006: NETWORK: A National Catholic Social Justice Lobby briefing entitled 
“Global Journey of Peace: Iraqi Women Speak.”   
 
April 3 – 7, 2006: Lifetime Television’s 5th annual “Stop Violence Against Women Week in 
Washington” (April 3 - 7) brought together the nation’s leading experts, advocates, and policy-
makers for a series of special events in Washington, DC to send the message that violence 
against women affects us all and takes us all to stop it. 
 
April 4, 2006: Lifetime Television, the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
(NCADV), and the National Alliance to End Sexual Violence (NAESV) advance screening of 
the documentary “Searching for Angela Shelton.”  
 
April 26, 2006: Washington Area Women’s Foundation and Women’s Policy Inc. briefing 
entitled “Stepping Stones: Increasing Economic Security for Low-Income Women.”  

 
April 27, 2006: The Century Council’s briefing entitled “Girl Talk: Choices and Consequences 
of Underage Drinking,” which highlighted a new resource to help discourage underage drinking 
among our nation’s teenage girls.  Members of the U.S. Women’s Soccer Team, including 
Olympic medalist Julie Foudy and Phyllis Greenberger, President and CEO of the Society for 
Women’s Health Research were on hand to highlight the importance of this initiative.   
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May 10, 2006: American Legacy Foundation and Women’s Policy Inc. briefing entitled “Her 
Journey: Smoking’s Presence Throughout Women’s Lives.”   

 
May 15, 2006: Society for Women’s Health Research briefing entitled “Bone Up on Calcium & 
Vitamin D Facts: Knowledge is Strength.”   
 
May 22, 2006: The Friends of the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 
(NICHD), in cooperation with Reps. Capito and Baldwin, Co-Chairs of the Women’s Health 
Task Force, briefing entitled “Spotlight on NICHD: Consequences, Treatment, and Prevention of 
Obesity.” 
 
July 18, 2006: Genworth Financial, Inc. Long Term Care briefing entitled “The Impact of Long 
Term Care on Women: An Analysis of Women as Care Providers and Care Recipients.”   
 
July 18, 2006: Alliance for Microbicide Development, Global Campaign for Microbicides, 
International Partnership for Microbicides, and Women's Policy, Inc. briefing entitled 
“Microbicide Research, A Promising Prevention Strategy For HIV/AIDS: Can It Save Women’s 
Lives?”  Senator Barack Obama spoke at the briefing. 
 
September 26, 2006: Society for Women’s Health Research briefing entitled “From the Lab to 
the Clinic: Translating Women’s Health Research into Practice.”   
 
November 15, 2006: Women’s Policy, Inc., the Women’s Research and Education Institute, 
Disabled American Veterans, Vietnam Veterans of America, and BPW/USA’s Women Joining 
Forces Initiative briefing entitled “Trailblazers: Women Veterans Share Their Stories.”   
 
December 6, 2006: Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing entitled “Expanding the Middle Class: Paths 
to Economic Self-Sufficiency for Women and their Families.”  
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109TH CONGRESS LETTERS (CHRONOLOGICAL) 
 
August 4, 2005: Letter to the Transnational Assembly of Iraq in support of the protection of 
women's rights in the Iraqi Constitution.  This letter was a joint effort by the Congressional 
Caucus for Women’s Issues and the Iraqi Women’s Caucus.  There were 35 signers total. 

• Signers (34): Solis, Brown-Waite, Capps, Ros-Lehtinen, Tauscher, Granger, Lee, E.B. 
Johnson, Moore, Biggert, Davis (Susan), Sanchez (Loretta), McCollum, Baldwin, Tubbs 
Jones, Schakowsky, Hart, Harman, Jackson-Lee, Slaughter, Brown, Kaptur, Maloney, 
Lowey, Matsui, Woolsey, Berkley, Herseth, Myrick, Pryce, Lofgren, McCarthy, Watson, 
Wasserman-Schultz. 

 
November 4, 2005: Letter to House Appropriations Committee Chair and Ranking Member 
supporting the Bureau of Labor Statistics “Women Worker” data series.  

• Signers (31): DeLauro, Solis, Brown-Waite, Baldwin, Bean, Berkley, Biggert, Capito, 
Capps, Carson, Davis, Eshoo, Herseth, Johnson (E.B.), Lee, Matsui, Maloney, McCarthy, 
McCollum, Millender-McDonald, Moore, Napolitano, Norton, Sanchez (Linda), 
Schakowsky, Schwartz, Slaughter, Tauscher, Wasserman-Schultz, Watson, Woolsey. 

 
November 14, 2005: Letter to House and Senate Appropriations Committee Chairs and Ranking 
Members supporting Senate language regarding the Title IX policy clarification issued by the 
Department of Education in March 2005.  

• Signers (30): Solis, Brown-Waite, Woolsey, Capps, Johnson (Nancy), Slaughter, Capito, 
McCarthy, Wasserman-Schultz, Tauscher, Maloney, Tubbs Jones, McCollum, Baldwin, 
Sanchez (Linda), Millender-McDonald, Napolitano, Waters, Berkley, Christensen, 
Harman, DeGette, Jackson-Lee, Moore, Schakowsky, Davis (Susan), Lofgren, Johnson 
(E.B.) 

o Reps. George Miller, Christopher Shays, Rob Simmons also signed the letter. 
 
December 15, 2005: Letter to House and Senate Leadership asking for floor consideration of the 
reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) before adjournment of the first 
session of the 109th Congress (before the end of 2005).   

• Signers (39): Solis, Brown-Waite, Capps, Ros-Lehtinen, Pelosi, Capito, Slaughter, 
Biggert, Maloney, Hart, Tauscher, Wasserman-Schultz, McCarthy, E.B. Johnson, 
Baldwin, Matsui, Kilpatrick, Roybal-Allard, Moore, Norton, Christensen, Kaptur, 
Herseth, Carson, Tubbs Jones, Sanchez (Linda), Lowey, Millender-McDonald, Sanchez 
(Loretta), Velazquez, Napolitano, Schakowsky, Schwartz, Davis (Susan), McCollum, 
Berkley, Woolsey, Watson, Bean. 

 
December 22, 2005: Dear Colleague on Violence Against Women in Africa cosigned by Co-
Chairs of the Women’s Caucus.  This Dear Colleague was distributed to all Members of 
Congress and included a new briefing paper by the Joint United Nations Programme on 
HIV/AIDS about the disturbing connection between violence against women and HIV infection. 
Women in some African nations who are victims of violence are up to three times as likely to be 
infected with HIV.  
 



 25

May 2, 2006: Letter to Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regarding pregnancy outcomes and 
birth defects related to prescription drugs.   

• Signers (11): Solis, Brown-Waite, Capps, Baldwin, Tubbs Jones, Hart, Capito, Lofgren, 
Maloney, Brown.  

 
May 2, 2006:  Letter to House Appropriations Committee Chair and Ranking Member urging 
rejection of budget provision to rescind funding for the Crime Victims Fund, as authorized by the 
Victims of Crime Act (VOCA).  This letter was a joint effort by the Women’s Caucus and the 
Victim’s Rights Caucus, and 111 Members signed on in total. 

• Signers (23): Brown-Waite, Solis, Harris, Capps, Maloney, Baldwin, Schakowsky, 
McCarthy, DeGette, Berkley, Jackson-Lee, Kelly, Matsui, Hart, Wasserman-Schultz, 
Tauscher, Johnson (Nancy), Herseth, Carson, Lee, Moore, DeLauro, Cubin. 

 
May 5, 2006: Letter to House Appropriations Committee and Subcommittee Chairs and Ranking 
Members of jurisdiction in support of full funding for programs reauthorized or newly created by 
the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) in the FY2007 appropriations bills. 

• Signers (9): Solis and Brown-Waite (co-chairs of the Congressional Caucus for Women’s 
Issues; Poe, Costa, Harris (co-chairs of the Victim’s Rights Caucus), Napolitano (CHC 
Chair), Watt (CBC Chair), Honda (CAPAC Chair), Lofgren (Member of House 
Committee on the Judiciary).  

 
July 14, 2006: Letter to Attorney General Gonzales and Health and Human Services Secretary 
Leavitt in support of full funding for programs reauthorized or newly created by the Violence 
Against Women Act (VAWA) in the FY2008 budget. This letter was a joint effort by the 
Women’s Caucus and the Victim’s Rights Caucus, and 167 Members signed on in total. 

• Signers (50): Solis, Brown-Waite, Harris, Lofgren, Wasserman-Schultz, Watson, Pryce, 
McKinney, Herseth, Bono, Schwartz, Bordallo, Berkley, Bean, Tubbs Jones, Baldwin, 
Hart, Schakowsky, McCollum, Tauscher, Cubin, Davis (Susan), Biggert, Moore, Capito, 
Christensen, Johnson (E.B.), DeGette, Carson, Napolitano, Kilpatrick, Capps, Lee, 
Norton, Ros-Lehtinen, DeLauro, Woolsey, Matsui, Lowey, Roybal-Allard, Maloney, 
Waters, Pelosi, Harman, Johnson (Nancy), Jackson Lee, Emerson, Brown, Millender-
McDonald, Slaughter. 

 
September 27, 2006: Letter to House Republican Leadership asking for floor consideration of 
the reauthorization of the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program before 
the end of the 109th Congress.  

• Signers (35): Solis, Brown-Waite, Capps, Pelosi, Baldwin, Myrick, DeLauro, Capito, 
Lowey, Davis (Jo Ann), Jackson-Lee, Harris, Schakowsky, Woolsey, Maloney, 
McCollum, Kaptur, Velazquez, Millender-McDonald, Lofgren, Sanchez (Linda), 
Berkeley, McCarthy, Norton, Wasserman-Schultz, Matsui, Bean, Moore (Gwen), Davis 
(Susan), Christensen, Tubbs Jones, Napolitano, Kilpatrick, Eshoo, Biggert. 
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109TH CONGRESS WOMEN MEMBER EVENTS (CHRONOLOGICAL) 
 
February 2, 2005: Discovery Communications/Oxygen Network State of the Union ‘Pass the 
Gavel’ Reception in honor of women Members of the 109th Congress. 
 
February 16, 2005: Women’s High-Tech Coalition, in partnership with Women In Bio hosted a 
reception honoring the newly-elected women Members of Congress.   
 
March 9, 2005: Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues and Iraqi Women’s Caucus Meeting 
with Iraqi and Afghan women leaders in honor of International Women’s Day. 
 
April 27, 2005: Women’s Policy Inc. New Member Welcome Reception for Rep. Doris Matsui 
(D-CA): For any new women Members elected by special election, we hosted a welcoming 
reception for that new Member. 
 
April 28, 2005: Take Our Daughters to Work Day (TODS) with Women’s Policy Inc., Girls 
Inc., and Girl Scouts of the USA paired girls with women Members of Congress to shadow then 
and their staff for a half day of learning and sharing experiences.  This day was established by 
the Ms. Foundation for Women to create an opportunity for girls and boys to think about their 
expectations for the future while seeing the opportunities before them firsthand.  
 
May 18, 2005: Women’s Health Member Meeting with the Department of Health and Human 
Services Coordinating Committee on Women’s Health: In recognition of Women’s Health 
Month, the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues held a Members-only meeting to provide 
an agency perspective of the pressing needs in women’s health research, education, and 
advocacy. Dr. Wanda Jones, the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health (Women’s Health) made 
brief opening remarks on behalf of the Committee.  
 
May 26, 2005: Annual Memorial Day Wreath Laying Ceremony for Women Veterans:  This 
annual event at the Arlington National Cemetery honored our nation’s servicewomen and women 
veterans for their courage and achievements, and remembered women who have died while on 
duty serving the United States. We honored outstanding senior female non-commissioned 
officers (NCOs) from the Air Force, the Army, the Coast Guard, the Marines, and the Navy.   
 
June 8, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc. briefing for women Members with Ambassador John 
Miller, Director of the Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons at the State 
Department, who discussed the 2005 Trafficking in Persons report.  This briefing was supported 
by the Women's Caucus Co-Chairs, Reps. Solis and Brown-Waite; Co-Vice chairs, Reps. Capps 
and Ros-Lehtinen; International Women’s Task Force Co-Chairs, Reps. McCollum and Pryce; 
and Reps. Maloney, Granger, Lowey, Harris, Millender-McDonald and Drake. 
 
Jun 22, 2005: Women’s Policy, Inc. and Peace X Peace roundtable discussion with Members of 
the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues and the Iraqi Women’s Caucus.  The meeting 
featured Dr. Naba Saleem Hamid, founder of New Horizons for Women and a Professor at 
Baghdad University.  This event was supported by the Women's Caucus Co-Chairs, Reps. Solis 
and Brown-Waite; Co-Vice chairs, Reps. Capps and Ros-Lehtinen; International Women’s Task 
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Force co-chairs, Reps. McCollum and Pryce; and Iraqi Women’s Caucus Co-Chairs, Reps. 
Granger, Tauscher and Tom Osborne. 
July 12, 2005: Rachel’s Network dinner for women Members.  This small, intimate gathering 
was an opportunity for women Members to share mutual interests and goals.   
 
July 19, 2005: International Museum of Women lunch for women Members.  The International 
Museum of Women is the first museum honoring the history, contributions and achievements of 
women worldwide.  At the briefing, the International Museum of Women will preview their 
upcoming exhibit, “Imagining Ourselves,” a powerful, positive voice with and for a new 
generation of women -- nearly one billion women worldwide -- in their twenties and thirties.   
 
July 20, 2005: Women in Government Relations (WGR) afternoon tea honoring the women in 
the 109th Congress.  The event served as a forum to discuss priority issues of concern for women 
Members. WGR is a non-profit, non-partisan organization dedicated to providing networking 
and educational opportunities to women in the field of government relations. 
 
July 21, 2005: Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues roundtable discussion with  Iraqi 
Minister of State for Women's Affairs, Azhar Sheikly, and Members of the Iraqi Transitional 
National Assembly about the drafting of the Iraq Constitution.   
 
September 15, 2005: Women’s Policy Inc. New Member Welcome Reception for Rep. Jean 
Schmidt (R-OH): For any new women Members elected by special election, we hosted a 
welcoming reception for that new Member. 
 
January 31, 2006: Discovery Communications/Oxygen Network 2nd Annual State of the Union 
Reception Honoring Women Members of the 109th Congress.  The event highlighted two 
initiatives that foster young women leaders.     
 
March 8, 2006: In honor of International Women’s Day, Iraqi and Afghani women legislators 
shadowed women Members of Congress, with the help and coordination of the State 
Department.  The women Members gained understanding and newfound appreciation for the 
challenges faced by women legislators in those countries.   
 
April 27, 2006: Take Our Daughters to Work Day (TODS) with Women’s Policy Inc., Girls 
Inc., and Girl Scouts of the USA paired girls with women Members of Congress to shadow then 
and their staff for a half day of learning and sharing experiences.  This day was established by 
the Ms. Foundation for Women to create an opportunity for girls and boys to think about their 
expectations for the future while seeing the opportunities before them firsthand.  
 
May 23, 2006: Annual Memorial Day Wreath Laying Ceremony for Women Veterans:  This 
annual event at the Arlington National Cemetery honored our nation’s servicewomen and women 
veterans for their courage and achievements, and remembered women who have died while on 
duty serving the United States. We honored outstanding senior female non-commissioned 
officers (NCOs) from the Air Force, the Army, the Coast Guard, the Marines, and the Navy.   
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July 11, 2006: National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ) lunch for women Members.  
This special event was an opportunity for women Members to come together with women judges 
from around the country.   The lunch was an opportunity for women from the judicial and 
legislative branches to build relationships between two complementary branches of government.   
 
September 20, 2006: Reception celebrating the 15th season of PBS’ “To the Contrary with 
Bonnie Erbe.”  The reception also honored women Members for their service in Congress. 
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109TH CONGRESS LEGISLATION 
 
I.  H.Con.Res. 90: Conveying the sympathy of Congress to the families of the   
     young women murdered in the State of Chihuahua, Mexico, and   
     encouraging increased United States involvement in bringing an end to  
     these crimes. 
 

Summary: This resolution, authored by Rep. Solis, addresses the murders of more than 
400 women in the State of Chihuahua, Mexico, mainly in the border city of Ciudad 
Juárez, Mexico.  H. Con. Res. 90 condemns the ongoing abduction and murders of young 
women in Ciudad Juárez and the city of Chihuahua in the state of Chihuahua, Mexico; 
expresses condolences and sympathy to the families of the victims; and proposes a set of 
actions to investigate and prevent the crimes.  

 
The Women’s Caucus co-chairs and co-vice chairs signed on to Dear Colleagues when 
H.Con.Res. 90 was introduced asking Members to cosponsor the resolution.  Due to the 
hard work of Members and other groups, H.Con.Res. 90 passed the House and Senate in 
May 2006 with 143 bipartisan cosponsors.   

 
 
II.  H.Res. 357: Honoring Justice Sandra Day O’Connor 
 

Summary: This resolution, authored by Rep. Brown-Waite, honors Justice Sandra Day 
O'Connor on the occasion of her retirement from the United States Supreme Court.  The 
resolution also commends Justice Sandra Day O'Connor for her hard work and dedication 
to the law, and recognizes her as a pioneer for women in law, helping women become a 
permanent and integral part of the legal profession. 

 
Reps. Brown-Waite and Solis, co-chairs of the Women’s Caucus, sent a joint Dear 
Colleague urging Members to cosponsor H.Res. 357.  26 women Members cosponsored 
the resolution, and it passed the House of Representatives unanimously in March 2006.   

 
 
III.  H.R. 5472, the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection  
        Program Reauthorization Act of 2006 
 

Summary: H.R. 5472 was sponsored by Rep. Sue Myrick, and both Rep. Myrick and 
Rep. Baldwin, co-chair of the Women’s Health Task Force, signed a Dear Colleague 
urging Members to cosponsor this important legislation to reauthorize the National Breast 
and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program.  Established in 1991, the National Breast 
and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program (NBCCEDP) provides low-income women 
with little or no health insurance with breast and cervical cancer screening, education, 
outreach and case management services.   Administered by the CDC, the NBCCEDP 
provides access to mammograms, pap tests, surgical consultations and diagnostic testing.   
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H.R. 5472 passed the House in December 2006, and was cosponsored by 37 women 
Members of Congress.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

109TH CONGRESS PHOTO GALLERY OF 
CONGRESSIONAL CAUCUS FOR WOMEN’S 

ISSUES EVENTS 



 
Discovery Communications/Oxygen Network State of the Union ‘Pass the Gavel’ Reception in honor of women Members of the 109th 
Congress (February 2, 2005). 
 

 
From l-r: Rep. Hilda L. Solis, 109th Congress Women’s Caucus 
Co-Chair; Rep. Shelley Moore Capito, 108th Congress Women’s 
Caucus Co-Chair; Rep. Ginny Brown-Waite, 109th Congress 
Women’s Caucus Co-Chair; Rep. Louise Slaughter, 108th 
Congress Women’s Caucus Co-Chair.   

  
Back row, from l-r: Reps. Nancy Johnson, Gwen Moore, Lois 
Capps, Stephanie Herseth, Lynn Woolsey, Stephanie Tubbs Jones, 
Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick, Tammy Baldwin, Allyson Schwartz, 
Donna Christensen.  Front row, from l-r: Reps. Judy Biggert, Nita 
Lowey, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Louise Slaughter, Hilda L. Solis, 
Ginny Brown-Waite, Madeleine Bordallo, Shelley Moore Capito. 



 
 
 
Discovery Communications/Oxygen Network State of the Union ‘Pass the Gavel’ Reception in honor of women Members of the 109th 
Congress (continued). 
 

From l-r: Reps. Tammy Baldwin, Nita Lowey, Lois Capps, 
Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, Nancy Pelosi, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen and 
Hilda L. Solis. 
 

  
From l-r: Reps. Marcy Kaptur, Allyson Schwartz, Diane Watson, 
Susan Davis, Rosa DeLauro, Hilda L. Solis. 



 
 
Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues and Iraqi Women’s Caucus Meeting with Iraqi and Afghan women leaders in honor of 
International Women’s Day (March 9, 2005).
 

 
From l-r: Reps. Susan Davis, Jane Harman, Iraqi women, Reps. 
Hilda L. Solis, Kay Granger.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
During the meeting, Women Members participating, from l, 
counterclockwise: Reps. Susan Davis, Kay Granger, Judy Biggert 
(obscured), Hilda Solis, Jane Harman, Ellen Tauscher. 



 
 
Lifetime Television’s “Stop Violence Against Women 
Week” event: A Salute to Leading Men Committed to 
Ending Violence Against Women (March 10, 2005). 
 

 
From l-r: Reps. Diane Watson, Lois Capps, Ginny Brown-
Waite, Lifetime representative, Rep. James Sensenbrenner, 
John Conyers, Hilda L. Solis.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Women’s Policy Inc. Welcoming Reception for 
Congresswoman Doris Matsui (April 27, 2005). 
 

 
From l-r: Reps. Diane Watson, Hilda L. Solis, Ginny Brown-
Waite, Doris Matsui, Cindy Hall (President of Women’s Policy 
Inc.), Rep. Lois Capps. 



 
 
Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues Annual Memorial Day Wreath Laying Ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery 
(May 26, 2005) 
  

 
Reps. Hilda L. Solis (left) and Lois Capps (right) carry the wreath 
to the Women’s Memorial at Arlington National Cemetery with 
honored servicewomen. 
 

 
From l-r: Honored servicewoman, Rep. Susan Davis, honored 
servicewoman, Rep. Corinne Brown, General Wilma Vaught, 
Reps. Melissa Bean (obscured), Hilda L. Solis, honored 
servicewomen, Reps. Heather Wilson, Lois Capps, Grace 
Napolitano, Carolyn Maloney, Sheila Jackson Lee, Betty 
McCollum, Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Jane Harman. 
 
 
 



 
Rachel’s Network dinner for Women’s Caucus Members 
(7/17/05) 
 

 
 
From l-r: Reps. Susan Davis, Rosa DeLauro, Donna Christensen, 
Sue Kelly, Debbie Wasserman-Schultz, Melissa Bean, Ginny 
Brown-Waite, Allyson Schwartz, Winsome McIntosh (founder of 
Rachel’s Network), Reps. Diana DeGette, Hilda L. Solis, Lois 
Capps, Darlene Hooley, Nancy Johnson, Diane Watson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues roundtable 
discussion with  Iraqi Minister of State for Women's Affairs, 
Azhar Sheikly, and Members of the Iraqi Transitional 
National Assembly (July 21, 2005) 
 

 
From l-r: Reps. Jan Schakowsky, Ginny Brown-Waite, Nita 
Lowey,  Iraqi women and translator, Reps. Lois Capps, Carolyn 
Maloney, Iraqi women, Reps. Marcy Kaptur, Nancy Johnson.

  
 
 



Presidential Signing of the Violence Against Women Act 
Reauthorization (January 5, 2006) 
 

 
 
From l-r: Rep. Mark Green, First Lady Laura Bush, Sen. Orrin 
Hatch, Rep. James Sensenbrenner, President George W. Bush, 
Rep. Rick Larsen, Women’s Caucus Co-Chair Rep. Hilda L. Solis, 
Rep. Anthony Weiner, Rep. Adam Schiff, Sen. Patrick Leahy, Sen. 
Arlen Specter. 
 
 

Discovery Communications/Oxygen Network State of the 
Union Reception in honor of women Members of Congress 
(2/1/06) 
 

 
 
From l-r, 1st row: Reps. Doris Matsui, Jean Schmidt, Shelley 
Berkley, Nita Lowey, Hilda L. Solis, Ginny Brown-Waite, Carolyn 
Maloney, Debbie Wasserman-Schultz.  From l-r, 2nd row: Reps. 
Susan Davis, Lois Capps, Carolyn Kilpatrick, Zoe Lofgren.

  
 
 



International Women’s Day Shadow Day with Iraqi and Afghani women legislators, coordinated by U.S. State Department (March 8, 
2006).
 
 

 
Women Members pictured from l-r: Reps. Judy Biggert, Kay 
Granger, Ellen Tauscher (obscured), Susan Davis, Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen.  Also pictured, Karen Hughes, Under Secretary of State 
for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs. 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 
Rep. Ginny Brown-Waite, Co-Chair of the Congressional Caucus 
for Women’s Issues (on r), with her International Women’s Day 
shadow partner.

 
 
 



Women’s Policy Inc. (WPI) Annual Dinner (March 14, 2006) 
 

 
 
From l-r: Rep. Hilda L. Solis, Co-Chair of the Congressional 
Caucus for Women’s Issues; Rep. Nita Lowey, Board Member of 
WPI and former Co-Chair of the Congressional Caucus for 
Women’s Issues; Rep. Ginny Brown-Waite, Co-Chair of the 
Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues. 
 

 
Women’s Policy Inc. Annual Dinner honorees: Women Members 
on the Financial Services Committee: Reps. Maxine Waters, 
Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Carolyn Maloney, Sue Kelly, Ginny 
Brown-Waite, Judy Biggert, and Melissa Bean.  

 
 
 



 
 
Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues Annual Memorial Day Wreath Laying Ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery  
(May 23, 2006) 
 

 
 

From l-r: Rep. Susan Davis, honored servicewoman, Reps. Juanita 
Millender-McDonald, Katherine Harris, Carolyn McCarthy, Ginny 
Brown-Waite, Hilda L. Solis, Irene Trowell-Harris (Director, 
Center for Women Veterans, Department of Veterans Affairs), 
Rep. Jane Harman, Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard, honored 
servicewoman, Rep. Lois Capps, honored servicewomen. 
 

 
Women Members pictured: Reps. Lucille Roybal-Allard, Hilda L. 
Solis, Ginny Brown-Waite, Katherine Harris, Carolyn McCarthy, 
Lois Capps, Jane Harman, Juanita Millender-McDonald, Heather 
Wilson (obscured), Ileana Ros-Lehtinen. 



 
 
 
National Association for Women Judges lunch for women Members (July 11, 2006)
 
 

 
From l-r: Women’s Caucus Co-Chair, Hilda L. Solis, and Judge 
Vanessa Ruiz (President of the National Association of Women 
Judges). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
From bottom l., clockwise: Reps. Hilda L. Solis, Eddie Bernice 
Johnson, woman judge, Reps. Carolyn Maloney, Jan Schakowsky.   

 
 



 
 
 
 

APPENDIX OF 109TH CONGRESS LETTERS SENT BY 
CO-CHAIRS OF CONGRESSIONAL CAUCUS FOR 

WOMEN’S ISSUES 
(CHRONOLOGICAL) 

 
Letters: 
 
I. August 4, 2005: Letter to the Transnational Assembly of Iraq in support of the 

protection of women's rights in the Iraqi Constitution.   
 
II. November 4, 2005: Letter to House Appropriations Committee Chair and Ranking 

Member supporting the Bureau of Labor Statistics “Women Worker” data series. 
 

III. November 14, 2005: Letter to House and Senate Appropriations Committee Chairs 
and Ranking Members supporting Senate language regarding the Title IX policy 
clarification.  

 
IV. December 15, 2005: Letter to House and Senate Leadership asking for floor 

consideration of the reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) 
before adjournment of the first session of the 109th Congress (before the end of 
2005).   

 
V. December 22, 2005: Dear Colleague on Violence Against Women and HIV/AIDS 

in Africa cosigned by Co-Chairs of the Women’s Caucus.   
 

VI. May 2, 2006: Letter to Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regarding pregnancy 
outcomes and birth defects related to prescription drugs.   

 
VII. May 2, 2006:  Letter to House Appropriations Committee Chair and Ranking 

Member urging rejection of budget provision to rescind funding for the Crime 
Victims Fund, as authorized by the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA).   

 
VIII. May 5, 2006: Letter to House Appropriations Committee and Subcommittee Chairs 

and Ranking Members of jurisdiction in support of full funding for programs 
reauthorized or newly created by the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) in the 
FY2007 appropriations bills. 

 
IX. July 14, 2006: Letter to Attorney General Gonzales and Health and Human 

Services Secretary Leavitt in support of full funding for programs reauthorized or 
newly created by the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) in the FY2008 
budget.  

 
X. September 27, 2006: Letter to House Republican Leadership asking for floor 

consideration of the reauthorization of the National Breast and Cervical Cancer 
Early Detection Program before the end of the 109th Congress.  



 
 
 
 
 
August 4, 2005 

 
 
His Excellency Jalal Talabani  
President of Iraq 
 
Dear Mr. President, 
 
 As Members of the United States House of Representatives and Senate, we 
commend the Transitional National Assembly and the people of Iraq on the progress you 
have achieved toward a free and a representative democratic government.  However, the 
central principle of true democracy is liberty and justice for all, and it is our understanding 
that the current draft of the constitution contains provisions that weaken the liberties and 
freedoms of Iraqi women.  These provisions raise great concerns among us.   
 

We are distressed with the proposal to eliminate the requirement that secures 25 
percent of parliamentary seats for women.  Today, Iraqi women occupy 31 percent of the 
seats in the National Assembly.  These women are playing a critical role in the future of 
Iraq and should not be denied their rightful place in society.   
 
 We also have concerns with the article that promotes the role of tribes in law and 
civil society.  Historically women have suffered an inferior status under such a tribal 
system.  Instead, the Assembly should include provisions in Iraq’s Constitution that 
provide social care and security to Iraq’s women, mothers, and children.   

 
Of greatest concern, however, is the provision that provides equal rights for women 

unless those rights contradict Sharia Law.  The Transitional National Assembly should 
support principles of democracy that guarantee human and women’s rights, without placing 
caveats.     

 
More than 2,000 women ran for office in Iraq’s historic January 2005 parliamentary 

elections.  As the Transitional National Assembly continues in their efforts, we strongly 
encourage the Assembly to support provisions that solidify the rights of Iraqi women in the 
new constitution.  While women’s rights were severely limited in the past, Iraq now has an 
historic opportunity to expand their roles and afford women a strong voice in the country’s 
government.  We recognize the need to affirm the spirit and free the energies of those 
women who have spent countless hours, years, and lifetimes working for the basic human 
right of equal protection under the constitution.   

 
The central principles of a true democracy – liberty, justice, and representative 

government – must apply equally to women.  We, as Americans and Members of Congress, 
continue to stand with you and the people of Iraq as your country grows and democracy 
takes root.   
 

Sincerely, 
 

 Reps. Solis, Brown-Waite, Capps, Ros-Lehtinen, Tauscher, Granger, Lee, E.B. Johnson, 
Moore, Biggert, Davis (Susan), Sanchez (Loretta), McCollum, Baldwin, Tubbs Jones, 
Schakowsky, Hart, Harman, Jackson-Lee, Slaughter, Brown, Kaptur, Maloney, Lowey, Matsui, 
Woolsey, Berkley, Herseth, Myrick, Pryce, Lofgren, McCarthy, Watson, Wasserman-Schultz, 
Osborne. 



 
 
 
 
 

August 4, 2005 
 
The Honorable Dr. Hajim al-Hasani 
Speaker of the Transitional National Assembly 
 
Dear Mr. Speaker, 
 
 As Members of the United States House of Representatives and Senate, we commend the 
Transitional National Assembly and the people of Iraq on the progress you have achieved 
toward a free and a representative democratic government.  However, the central principle of 
true democracy is liberty and justice for all, and it is our understanding that the current draft 
of the constitution contains provisions that weaken the liberties and freedoms of Iraqi 
women.  These provisions raise great concerns among us.   
 
We are distressed with the proposal to eliminate the requirement that secures 25 percent of 
parliamentary seats for women.  Today, Iraqi women occupy 31 percent of the seats in the 
National Assembly.  These women are playing a critical role in the future of Iraq and should 
not be denied their rightful place in society.   
 
 We also have concerns with the article that promotes the role of tribes in law and civil 
society.  Historically women have suffered an inferior status under such a tribal system.  
Instead, the Assembly should include provisions in Iraq’s Constitution that provide social 
care and security to Iraq’s women, mothers, and children.   
 
Of greatest concern, however, is the provision that provides equal rights for women unless 
those rights contradict Sharia Law.  The Transitional National Assembly should support 
principles of democracy that guarantee human and women’s rights, without placing caveats.     
 
More than 2,000 women ran for office in Iraq’s historic January 2005 parliamentary 
elections.  As the Transitional National Assembly continues in their efforts, we strongly 
encourage the Assembly to support provisions that solidify the rights of Iraqi women in the 
new constitution.  While women’s rights were severely limited in the past, Iraq now has an 
historic opportunity to expand their roles and afford women a strong voice in the country’s 
government.  We recognize the need to affirm the spirit and free the energies of those women 
who have spent countless hours, years, and lifetimes working for the basic human right of 
equal protection under the constitution.   
  
 The central principles of a true democracy – liberty, justice, and representative government 
– must apply equally to women.  We, as Americans and Members of Congress, continue to 
stand with you and the people of Iraq as your country grows and democracy takes root.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Reps. Solis, Brown-Waite, Capps, Ros-Lehtinen, Tauscher, Granger, Lee, E.B. Johnson, 
Moore, Biggert, Davis (Susan), Sanchez (Loretta), McCollum, Baldwin, Tubbs Jones, 
Schakowsky, Hart, Harman, Jackson-Lee, Slaughter, Brown, Kaptur, Maloney, Lowey, 
Matsui, Woolsey, Berkley, Herseth, Myrick, Pryce, Lofgren, McCarthy, Watson, 
Wasserman-Schultz, Osborne. 

 
 
 



























 
 
 
 
 

December 20, 2005 

 
Violence Against Women and AIDS:  
New Brief Details Disturbing Links 

 
Dear Colleague: 
 

As Co-Chairs of the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues, we are working to 
address the increasingly important global challenge of stopping violence against women.  
At the same time, we must recognize the dangerous connections between violence against 
women and the global AIDS pandemic. Numerous studies from around the world show that 
women and girls who are subjected to, or fear, violence are often at least three times more 
vulnerable to HIV infection and less able to access essential HIV prevention, treatment, and 
care services. 
 

The attached brief, “Stop Violence Against Women: Fight AIDS,” is the second in 
an ongoing series from the UNAIDS-led Global Coalition on Women and AIDS.  On 
November 25, we commemorated the International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women, which puts this critical issue in the spotlight and underscores the troubling 
realities for women who are victims of violence.  As the brief details, millions of women 
and girls around the world are subjected to violence every day, depriving them of the tools 
and opportunities they need to protect and provide for themselves and their families in a 
world with AIDS.  In order to fight AIDS around the world effectively, we must commit to 
stop violence against women and girls.   
 

Fortunately, many innovative programs are already working to address violence 
against women and its links to AIDS.  By addressing harmful social and cultural norms that 
perpetuate violence against women through community-based training and dialogue, 
promoting economic opportunities for women and girls through microfinance to enable 
them to avoid or escape violence, and better bridging violence and AIDS programs, these 
efforts help women and girls stay safe from HIV -- and build a better future for their 
communities and countries.   
 

We have made important progress, but we can and must do much more.  We hope 
that you will review the attached brief to learn about some steps we can take to stop 
violence against women and stop the spread of AIDS around the world. 
 
          Sincerely, 

 
 
 

 
GINNY BROWN-WAITE    HILDA L. SOLIS 
Co-Chair, Congressional Caucus for   Co-Chair,Congressional Caucus for 
 Women’s Issues      Women’s Issues 

 













 














































