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USDA RE-APPOINTS PATRICK BRENNAN TO DIRECT 
NEW YORK RURAL DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS
SYRACUSE, N.Y., January 22, 2007 – Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns has re-appointed Patrick Brennan as New York State Director for USDA Rural Development. Brennan returns to the position after having served as New York State Agriculture Commissioner for the past year. Brennan had previously served as State Director from June 2001 to January 2006. 
“We’re very pleased that Patrick Brennan has been re-appointed as State Director,” said Thomas Dorr, Under Secretary of USDA Rural Development. “Patrick’s extensive experience in state and federal government makes him uniquely qualified to lead Rural Development efforts in New York. We are confident he will make a great contribution as we continue to develop new avenues to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life in rural areas.”

As State Director, Brennan will guide the office’s economic development and quality of life programs and oversee a $200 million program budget and 120 full-time employees. 

In addition to his experience as Agriculture Commissioner and State Director, Brennan worked in former Gov. George Pataki’s administration as an agricultural policy analyst and a special assistant for agricultural economic development. Brennan has also worked in the New York State Legislature and the New York Farm Bureau. 
Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available by contacting the state office at (315) 477-6400 or by visiting Rural Development’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ny. 
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

[image: image1.png]