
Mission Accomplished

Grade Two 

OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to describe the impact of certain figures in United States history, includ-
ing Meriwether Lewis and William Clark.  Students will be able to describe experiences of 
early American explorers.  Students will be able to describe how goods, services, and tools 
are used to accomplish goals. Students will compose narratives from the perspectives of 
others. 

CLASS TIME 
Three 30- to 45-minute sessions 

NATIONAL STANDARDS 
This lesson plan reflects some of the national standards of learning as defined by the National 
Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) and the National Council for Teachers of English 
(NCTE). These standards are listed below: 
•	 Social Studies: Time, Continuity and Change 

•	 Social Studies: People, Places and Environment 

•	 Social Studies: Science, Technology and Society 

•	 Language Arts: Students read a wide range of print and non-print texts to build an under-
standing of texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to 
acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the work-
place; and for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and 
contemporary works. 

•	 Language Arts:  Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, 
evaluate, and appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with 
other readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word 
identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter 
correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics). 

•	 Language Arts: Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different 
writing process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a 
variety of purposes. 

MATERIALS 
•	 1 overhead projector 

•	 Copies of the worksheets attached to this lesson plan (see “Preparations”) 

•	 1 copy of the Westward Journey Nickel Series™ Resource Guide (available at 
www.usmint.gov/kids) 
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•	 Blank overhead transparencies 

•	 Chart paper 

•	 Markers 

•	 Lewis and Clark Mission Box (see “Preparations”) 

•	 1 copy of a text that provides basic historical information about the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition (see “Preparations”) 

•	 Mission Suitcase (see “Preparations”) 

•	 1 model item for inclusion in the Mission Suitcase (see “Preparations”) 

•	 Brown butcher paper 

•	 Construction paper, assorted colors 

•	 Tape or glue 

•	 Images of the Pacific coast 

•	 Paper plates 

•	 Large sheets of colored construction paper for mounting student work 

PREPARATIONS 
•	 Make copies of the following: 

–	 “Our Mission” worksheet (1 per student) 

–	 “Mission Supplies” worksheet (1 per pair of students) 

–	 “Mission Accomplished!” worksheet (1 per student) 

•	 Make overhead transparencies of the following: 

–	 “Louisiana Territory Map” from the Resource Guide 

–	 “Ocean in View! Nickel Reverse” page from the Resource Guide 

–	 “Mission Supplies” worksheet 

•	 Create a Lewis and Clark Mission Box for use in Session 1. Gather 3 or 4 tools that 
were needed to accomplish the mission, such as a map, compass, journal, or telescope. 
These materials may be actual items, small replicas, or pictures. Place these items in a 
cardboard box. Additional items can be found on the “Lewis and Clark Supply List” in 
the Resource Guide. 

•	 Locate 1 copy of a text that provides basic historical information about the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition, such as: 

–	 Lewis and Clark: Discover the Life of an Explorer by Trish Kline 

–	 Lewis and Clark: Explorers of the American West by Steven Kroll 

–	 A Picture Book of Lewis and Clark by David Adler 

–	 Going Along with Lewis and Clark by Barbara Fifer 
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•	 Create a Mission Suitcase. This can be a large cardboard box or a large, flat cutout of a 
suitcase made from brown butcher paper. 

•	 Gather images of the Pacific coast. 

•	 Gather paper plates (1 per student). 

GROUPINGS 
•	 Whole group 

•	 Pairs 

•	 Independent work 

TERMS AND CONCEPTS 
•	 Obverse (front) • Lewis and Clark • Explorer 

•	 Reverse (back) • Thomas Jefferson • Mission 

•	 Louisiana Purchase • Supplies • Corps of Discovery 

•	 Tools 

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE 
Students should have a basic knowledge of: 
•	 Explorers • Nickels 

•	 American Indians • Journal writing 

•	 Descriptive writing • Perspective writing 

STEPS 
Session 1—Preparing for the Mission 
1.	 Explain to the students that, early in our country’s history, President Thomas Jefferson sent 

a group of people called the Corps of Discovery to explore our western lands. Explain 
that the leaders of the Corps were named Meriwether Lewis and William Clark and that 
they were explorers. Briefly discuss other familiar explorers, such as Christopher Colum-
bus, and the meaning of the term “explorer.” 

2.	 Display the “Louisiana Territory Map” overhead transparency  Show the students the area 
that Lewis and Clark explored. Note the territory’s position in relation to your school’s 
location. Explain that our country was not always the same shape that it is today.  Point 
out the section of the country that existed before the Louisiana Purchase. 

3.	 Describe the main mission of the Lewis and Clark Expedition: to explore the uncharted 
western part of the United States that was acquired in the Louisiana Purchase. Display on 
chart paper “MISSION: To explore the uncharted western United States.”  Also discuss 
the three main goals of the Expedition: to study the plants, animals, and land; to form 
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relationships with American Indian tribes; and to search for a water route to the Pacific 
Ocean. Briefly discuss why these goals would have been important. Write the goals on 
the chart. 

4.	 Tell the students that Lewis and Clark knew they would be going on a very long journey 
and needed to gather many supplies to prepare for it. Share one of the items from your 
“Lewis and Clark Mission Box” to pique the students’ curiosity and access background 
knowledge about exploration. Ask the students to name the item, to explain why it would 
have been important on the mission, and to describe how Lewis and Clark would have 
used the item. Provide these answers as needed. Proceed the same way through the rest 
of the items in the box. As the items are discussed, make a T-chart on chart paper of the 
supplies needed by Lewis and Clark. One column should be headed “Supplies” and the 
other headed “Uses.” As the items are added to the chart, discuss how each item would 
have helped Lewis and Clark accomplish their mission. 

5.	 Introduce the students to the selected text about Lewis and Clark. As a group, preview 
the text. Ask the students to listen carefully for information about any important supplies 
that Lewis and Clark used during the journey.  Read the text aloud to the class. Attend to 
unfamiliar vocabulary and concepts. During the reading, add supplies mentioned in the 
book to the chart. In the “Uses” column, include specific events from the text that showed 
how Lewis and Clark could have used each supply (for example, using the telescope to 
spot bison). Note that all of these tools were important supplies used during the journey. 
During the reading, draw the students’ attention to Lewis and Clark’s use of journals as an 
important tool for recording information about the new plants, animals, and land that they 
encountered; the friendships that they developed with the American Indians; and the route 
that they were traveling. 

6.	 After reading the text, ask the students to think of other supplies that would have been 
important to Lewis and Clark in preparing for their mission. Add the additional items to 
the chart. Discuss what kind of materials would have been available to the explorers and 
how those materials might have been used, as well as modern items that would not have 
been available. 

7.	 Distribute copies of the “Our Mission” worksheet to each student. Review the mission of 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition as a group. 

8.	 Ask the students to individually write a journal entry on this page from the perspective of 
either Meriwether Lewis or William Clark before they left on the expedition.  The students 
should write about two or three supply items they feel would be very important and 
explain why, and include the anticipation that Lewis and Clark must have felt upon em-
barking on their mission. These entries should be given dates early in 1804. 

Session 2—During the Mission 
1.	 Review the material covered in the first session. Revisit the chart of important supplies for 

the Lewis and Clark Expedition. Ask the students to share the supply items they chose to 
write about. 
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2.	 Display the large box or butcher paper cutout designated as the “Mission Suitcase.”  Tell 
the students they will need to pack the suitcase with the supplies most important to the 
Lewis and Clark mission. Tell the students that pairs of students will each choose one of 
the supplies listed on the chart to add to the suitcase. 

3.	 Display the “Mission Supplies” overhead transparency.  Explain that each pair of students 
will complete three tasks relating to their item. The students will create the item out of 
construction paper, write a description of the item and how it was used, and write a 
journal entry as if written by Lewis or Clark describing the item’s use during the expedi-
tion. In the journal entry, the students should write about an event described in the text 
during which Lewis and Clark could have used the student’s selected item.  Explain to the 
students that they should describe feelings of frustration and disappointment that the 
explorers might have felt during the mission. The writing will be done on the “Mission 
Supplies” worksheet. 

4.	 Share a model item with a written description and journal entry.  Add this item to the 
suitcase. 

5.	 Assign partners and allow each pair to choose an item from the chart. Distribute to each 
pair of students the “Mission Supplies” worksheet and construction paper for creating the 
supply item. 

6.	 Allow the students time to complete their projects. 

7.	 As a class, “pack” the suitcase. Each pair should present their supply item and share their 
writing. Then, have the students add the items and writings to the suitcase. 

Session 3—Accomplishing the Mission 
1.	 Review the material covered in the first two sessions, including the charts and class-

created “Mission Suitcase.” Revisit the mission and the three goals of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition. 

2.	 Display various pictures of the Pacific coast. Discuss Lewis and Clark’s lengthy journey 
and how they might have felt upon seeing the Pacific Ocean for the first time and complet-
ing the first half of their mission. 

3.	 Display the “Ocean In View Nickel Reverse” overhead transparency and introduce the 
students to the Westward Journey Nickel SeriesTM. Explain that this nickel reverse repre-
sents Lewis and Clark’s view of the Pacific Ocean.  Discuss the quotation and explain that 
these words were written in William Clark’s map journal on November 7, 1805.  Discuss 
the excitement and relief that Lewis and Clark must have felt at accomplishing the first 
stage of their mission. Tell them that this coin reverse was designed to celebrate their 
accomplishments. 

4.	 Have students brainstorm sights that Lewis and Clark saw on the Pacific Northwest coast, 
such as towering trees, totem poles, American Indians in canoes, and American Indian 
houses. Record responses on chart paper. 
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5.	 Distribute one paper plate to each student. Tell the students to draw the first view of the 
Pacific Ocean that Lewis and Clark may have seen. Tell the students to include some of the 
items listed on the chart. 

6.	 Tell the students that they will be writing a final journal entry to go with their drawings. 
Distribute the “Mission Accomplished!” worksheet to each student.  Tell the students to 
write a journal entry from the perspective of one of the explorers, including the words 
“Ocean in view! O! The joy!” as William Clark did in his journal entry.  They should date 
their journal entries November 7, 1805. Students should also describe how the supplies 
they brought helped them accomplish their mission, and express the excitement and relief 
that Lewis and Clark must have felt. Students should also include references to supplies 
that Lewis and Clark may have wished they had with them. 

7.	 For each student, mount the ocean drawing and journal entry on a large piece of colored 
construction paper. 

8.	 Invite the students to share their class suitcase, drawings, and journals with other students. 
Display their work in the classroom. 

ASSESSMENT 
•	 Take anecdotal notes about the students’ participation in class discussions. 

•	 Evaluate the students’ journal entries for inclusion of key supply items and descriptions of 
their use. 

•	 Evaluate students’ journal entries for integration of historical information taught. 

ENRICHMENTS/EXTENSIONS 
•	 Read aloud other theme-related books about Lewis and Clark, the Louisiana Purchase, 

and the American Indians of the Pacific Northwest.  Add these books to the class library 
and encourage students to retell or dramatize what they have learned. 

•	 Have students research how the land of Lewis and Clark’s first ocean sighting has 
changed. Students can then draw a second illustration of how the view looks now, and 
write a journal entry reflecting how Lewis and Clark might react to these changes. 

DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING OPTIONS 
•	 Allow students to work with partners to complete their individual journal entries. 

•	 Allow students to dictate their journal entries. 
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Our Mission 

Name _________________________ 

Our mission is: 

• To explore and map the western United States 

• To study the land, plants, and animals 

• To form friendly relationships with American Indians 

• To find a route to the Pacific Ocean 

JOURNAL ENTRY FROM 
LEWIS AND CLARK 

Date ______________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 
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______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Name _________________________


Mission Supplies

Supply Item __________________________________


Use __________________________________________


JOURNAL ENTRY FROM 
LEWIS AND CLARK 

Date ______________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 
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Mission Accomplished! 

Name _________________________ 

JOURNAL ENTRY FROM 
LEWIS AND CLARK 

Date ______________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 
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