CSAP Fellowship Implementation Training 

Day 1, Session IV

Handout 3

[image: image1.emf]Handout 3
Fun Facts of Rhode Island: 
   True or False?
Sports
1. Polo was played for the first time in the United States in 1876 near Newport. 
2. Rhode Island was home of the first national horse race to be broadcast across the United States on radio.
History
3. Rhode Island was the second of the original 13 colonies to become a state.
4. Roger Williams, founder of Rhode Island, established the first practical working model of democracy after he was banished from Plymouth, Mass. 
5. The first British troops to be arrested and jailed in the 13 colonies were in Rhode Island, near Providence. 
6. The largest circus in the United States before the Civil War was in Newport in 1768.
7. The White Horse Tavern was built in 1673 and is the oldest operating tavern in the United States.
8. Rhode Island founder Roger Williams established the First Anglican Church in America in 1638. The existing structure was built in 1775. 
9. The first Jewish synagogue was built in Newport, R.I., and is still standing.

 Public Policy
10. Rhode Island was the first state to ratify the 18th Amendment (Prohibition). 
11. Judge Darius Baker imposed the first jail sentence for speeding in an automobile on August 28, 1904, in Newport. 
Government  
12. Rhode Island was the first of the colonies to create a county government. It is divided into 13 counties. 


 Geography 
13. Rhode Island is the smallest state in size in the United States. 
14. Rhode Island shares a state water border with New York and Massachusetts.

  
  

Answer Key 
1.  True
2.  False—The first National Lawn Tennis Championship was broadcast across the United States on radio in 1899. The first open golf tournament was broadcast in 1895. 
3.  False—the last 
4.  True 
5.  False—the first British troops to land were in Rhode Island
6.  False—the first circus in the United States was held in Rhode Island in 1774
7.  True
8.  False—first Baptist church
9.  True
10. False
11. True
12. False
13. True
14. False 
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